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Iv tie Chriſtian Readcr, ; 


$2400 [rems good to the Lo'd nor only te ſet 
| Ne Miniters as l.g bis in tha face of the peo- 

F | 4 Oo ple to ſhine tn dotrine, and prafice, but. 
$ [SPA alſo that the examples of tae:r lives ſboald 

contt==ectendi their ſufſerings as well as totherr 
common conver'/ltions. God theref:re above all others 
exerciſes them 18 a'flitions and by hands 01 al ſides, 
that they, which are next to Chriſt the bead of bis 
Church, might be the mo#t like, and conformatle unto, 
him , and chis not for themſehyes alone, but for the 
Churches ſake, for who alons they are what they are, 
ſo ha.ing by all wayes taught them that they might [6 
freachotbers. Pal preacheth much out of bes afflitons 
fo «li Charches ard per ſons in particular z and our Ss. 
wiour enjoyns this ou Peter, Lute 22.32. Strengthen, 
non otatione ran'nn, utego pro Fe diſcipulo,fed 
exhnre-tioue,Yc, nt Apoſtius,ut frater lapſus, &c. 
Not b; pravers an! interceſsions only, as I bave inter- 
ceded for the: ny diſciple and member , but by experi- 
mental ohſerya' tos ani! exbortations gathered 04! of 
thy (eerall cond tions: and indeed tents truth moſt 


fatory to the Preacher and hearer, then (eeſonable, and 


commonly ef«tlaall , when we ſet oar ſeals, to the cer- 

tainty of it, Fo 
1 the Author bereef the quwortbieft of any of Gods 
"Mm ſervants 


Lifſ,przxſat, 
prolit.libr, 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


ſervants, the weakeſt of all bis Labourer: ſhould ap- 


pear yet more unworthy and weak,aid be hide any thing 
ef the Councell of God from his people revealed to him 


oo : 
by his word or works ; or ſhould he ror exerciſe and 


:mprove his emprevements for his Church ; or ſhould 
he hide a talent ſo precious and refined, or ſhould he 
not bring forth ſome more full and ſeaſonable fruit by 
bis prunings as well as his manureings, and if this 
fruit prove pleaſant, and healing to thee, as to him, 
both may mugniſie that gracious ard overruling Skill 
and wiſdom of the Almighty Father , that beyond the 
zntentions of Satan , or carnall men ſhould produce 
ſeach eminent good out of ſuch deſperate evils : And if 
this contribute to the good but of one Chriſtian, heſhall 
make uſe of that of bis Author, egonec labi &errare 
nonpoff ſolum fateor,fed debere : :: beboved bm, 
though .0t became him'to erre; it was good for him, 
that he was affiitted , it was:good for thee, that he of- 
fended. 

It concerns him therefore, Chriſtzan reader , who 
hath beers enlightened in the Kingdom of Chriſt , and 
bath been partaker of the ſufferings of that Kingdom 
#1 theſe lute ſudtimes to acquaint thee with the occa- 


fion of bis writing, «nd the veaſor of the manner of 


ble writing. 7; / 
The occaſion of 1t ts to diſcharge bis duty in vefe- 
rence to thy ſafety, which he deſires to do with the f-eer 
Winde, and fuller affeFtron in as much of m_ UV4rious 
"Cenſa/es the author expetis to be caſt 0 him betng onco 
of another judgement : not that irnany reſpert he would 
latour to (preach, or cenſure any diſſenting brother, 
"but ;ni ihe Spirit of meekneſs., -aud tender compaſiions 


| beſeech- 


Tothe Chriſtian Reager, 


 b ſeech him from what is written. and by bis example 


to return into ſound andquiet minds © (15 Gods mgr- 
cyto brat thee on other mens\backs, and to hold their 
light to thy feet , whereto 85 to the hand of God the 
author not only willingly ſubmits, but is thankful that 
he 5s  (e: vant of thine; and therefore he that bluſhe; 
at the Commiſion, glorys in the diſcovery of his t- 
firmities, ; 

Such was hi evil as to over look and ſlig!t Govern- 
ment 1n the hands of perſons , that might miſcarry tn 
the obtaining or managing of thetr j ower : for Goygru- 
-ment flifl remains 82 Ordinance of God, 4nd requires 
due andlanfull obedience , as ti ou mays regd. at laxge 
in the treatiſe, It mas the rnfirmiiy if David to fret 
and be peevijhly affeied to ſes perſons ungodly (i 
Judgement or prafiice) to fleuriſh in an uninterrupted 
peace,wealth & honour:it becomes ſuch mhoſe judgments 
warie from them (yet not able undoubtedly to ſtarch 
forth the wayes of Gods judgements ) quietly to.waige, 11:! .:. 
God will ſpeak : 0 ſtand fizl! axd be till, ef they 
mean to ſee his ſalvation : and ſwre it 15, that a ſoft and 
lingring hope with a firm fatih opens 10 the fruitrqn of 
promiſes. St, Hierom. Speaking to that of Ter.:g.11. 
I think toward you thoughts of peace : therefore 
pray for peace,ut dens eaptivitatis fing, & patientii 
przſentium laborum ſeu ſpem futurorum. That 7 
the Lord might gre ending. to your captivity, and in 


the mean time patrence under your preſent boudages, 
' and hopes for future happineſſes, God prepares for mer. 


cies Ly ſuch gracious atſpoſittons, and thou ſees that he 
that makes the moſt haſt , is ofts the furtheſt of *; an 
hence it followes, that this tmpatient ana boiling paſ- 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 
feorputs 4 man upon an inconſiderate compliance and 
ronfederacy with ungodly perſons , to oppoſe that Go- 
vernment they ſo maligne, of whoſe angodlineſs the un- 
ceſſant ſeries of providences moſt eminently exerc:ſed 
againſt them might much convince thee and cautionate 
Te ( as it ſhould have done the auihor ) that tua aſſo. 
ciate not with them, leaſt the ſame judgement watch 
over thee, as it hath done them *t;.cs was te failing of 
Jehoſhaphar, whom God ſuffered to joyn with ard af. 


and 19.cay, jſt thewicked Ahab, 4» hae» of the farthfull a mau 


given by himſelf to ſn, and arven by the Lord to judge. 
ment:for which afterwards be was ſharply r2proved and 
then had like to have faln under the ſame curſe by bis 

wnadviſedconjundion, 
And according to the nature of th:ſe the {uthoys 
finfull pratiices, did God prepare ard proportion hjs 
troubles as for the material part of bis aſfi;ttton', they 
were x0! {0 great in themſelves as tn the [ence of them ; 
which could not contain ſuch neight, [uch (itrerneſs, 
ard pinching ſiraightneſje, but 1 miſt ariſe from the 
ſhopping of the dayly confluence and ſur; ly of (irength 
from the Lord, And: hence -oft.n l:mes lecame his 
 eart firaightened axd ſhut up towards God in his 
greateſ? nec). ities, and hence flowed tn tmmuliuom con- 
fuſior;s, that when ke nould gather bis {oul the claſeſt to 
God ro refreſh himſelf but a little, he coul:t not 1, and 
what herece:ved then was thorow great tute; mi(lrons 1 
and this way of affii#tion.1s not uſual with God 5. mul. 
tiply bis ſeryauts troubles, but that the pratlice*s much 
Giſpleaſed him : 11s {ar better, an ' ſafer for a Ch iſttans 
ſins to be ſearched ut by ihe word, then by aſl::ons ; 
that the conſcience ſhould le more kindly and (weetly 
| anekened 


SOVIET... 4 


To the Chriftian Reader, ; 
awakened by the voice of p## then by the lighte+- 
nings and thunders of his irefull correfirons : among 
ell theſe waves of God (beſides lis domeſticall ſuffer - 
ings | "the author was much toſt, yet ſunk not; and f Pl 
ſunk, Le hath teft thee, Chriſhia reader, this treats] 
4 the to?-mai ct a minde move troubled, then his per- 
ſon, to teac' \ thee :o xvod thoſe da- agerous paſſages of 
life, into which iy weaker, and l-ſſ? Skilfull b: other 
Lan fula; ano hereta be adveriiſed I'bat thoug" no 
affir 'Flrons ariſe but fe om a i ca'u/ewithin us yet cha 
tateſt heed , lea}! 11.4 a jour eminenily injtrumentall 
therein, t' a; lo they na atred mor glorious tryall, 
then thy correftion. Au1 while Gad is chatiſ;.:9 tak 
heed then of fir-fall dui tions), ann p var. Shebeo 4 
les eaſt, hea this thickhes: the ci0 4 gver the (ace of Ge od, 
by ihc light: of whoſe preſence, thou mui they, be ouiged 
41.4 ſupported unleſſe pneuitab! ) thou oy fſhefl tu them, 
Ard as thou ſhould: at ſuſſer as az ev i doer, fo take 
heed. ou "alle not 18:0 the [ame [nare mith evil doers, 
walk wo th! before. them, Put l ave no'el's xjhip mth 
them, nalk not in ther way, ſt rot tn ther £04 1cels, 
Hare /eLevent though! Ss of them that are 12 aut bortty, 
whether their power x 071g inal , or ver: ved © wh (o- 
ever they power b! ana a"o/oever bath the aaminiſire- 
tion thereof eLorv God inin(as bets inal things, 
8 4 moe appaien l; tn ſuch) w 'erely ir may b fant 
fiedunto ':.1e thou may glor fie "0d init, lovethe 
Gournoss, pray for : .m , (wy their peace, and 6b: 
able ts apreale 0 thy ' eat for approvement. of t'e 
f ncerity of thy ve Tres beret” ;, ſuch adipoſition is 10 
6 ebo,ora'l then comfortable. L ay dow:3 the ſpiritu- 
li:.e4p0's of a ſinfall,: a: 44 6,45 prid-covetouſneſſe, 
5.3 " 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
revenge.Cfc, Sweet fins, but cannot be fealnithout the 
ruin, or diſquiet of thy brother , its 8 moſt ysin thing 
for two parties to flrive for ſuperivity, to raiſe fatFions 
to devide, and accafion a ſtrife hereunto , when both 
have deſerued well, better it 1110 ſuffer injury by an 
#quall, then by ſtriving to injure both ; which as Saint 
James ſaith, ariſes from, and nouriſbes our luſts only, 
Themiſtocles the Governor of Athens, as -£lian, ſee- 
ng two cocks fight moſt earne(tly for life and death, 
ſard. theyfight neither for bouſhold goods ther country, 

parents, children, nor friends, (:d ne alter ab altero 
ſuperetur : that oe might not be above another ; and 
thu it is with many men, though othergiſe be their pre- 
tences : Ambition, Self-intereſt , Malictouſneſſe, ars 
never good 15 cauſes, direfors, or ends : nay its ſafe, 
honeſt,onur duty ſometimes . (where 1' may ſtand with a 
good conſcience ) tolet fall the right of ons ſide, rather 
then :o endanger the ſafty and right of all: and here- 
7n Chriſtian reader, thou ſeeſt the occafion toſtretch out 
it ſelf as much to thee, as to the author z its for thy 
ſake, and for thoſe ends he writes this ſmall treatiſe for 
thee ; which the God of peace make uſefull to thee, 

As to the manner of bs writing ; «ts ſomewhat Sy- 
ſloricall and that ts moſt apt for diſcourſe, magnis ex- 
emplis edoQi : we /ove 10 tread in others ſteps, eſpeci- 
ally in dowbtfull, and 1ifficult times , we ſee, as of old, 
the whole nation modeling themſelves in habit manner, 
language, and Religion into the form of their ſupe- 
r1ors ; that if we ſhould co to the moſt of people and as k 
them as Chriſt did the Phariſees, whoſe image and 
ſuperfcription is this , that. « on your converſation, 
\profefilon;tc. 1t mig 'teaſily be returned gt 5 the image 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 

of our Ruler, and :he ſuperſcriptionof bis Ordinanc:'y 
and hence it is we are ſo ſubjet to mutations ; but it 
ought not to be ſowith Chriſtians, their maners & livgs 
eught alwayes 10 be the ſame, becauſe they hav; the ſams 
rule and way to wal: by , an tncorruptibl: word , ax 
eternall iruth , and everlaſting law, that hes been en 
all ages the ſamethat C/:riſi the King made and lived 
by z of whom th: Primutve Church was a ſevere and 
cloſe follower, 1 bave ſet down thoſe that ara the. 
moſt nolle examples and rerthy patternes of ſuch as (aw 
Chriſt inte fleſh, aud multitudes of Chriftizaps who 
were their diſciples alſo ; that ſo thou mazft ſee tier 
faſhion of old, what was the prafiice and manners of 
ancient Chriſtians lruing under Kings , Gouerpors, 
and all kinds of government, ond changes of gouern= 
ment, even ſuch as firſt laid the foundavton of the 
church , firſt labogrers in the Uingyard of Chriſt, and 
watered it with their blood ;, and all the blood ſhed ſo 
abundantly fell lcke oil upon the ground, ſoftly and 
quietly:thoſ: are them worthy of our imitation, as Heb... 

12.1. Wherefore ſecivg we alſo are compaſled, &c. 

Quidpraclarius (ſaith bis author) quam ipſa chri- 

ſtianz Eccleſiz quaſi incunabula pervidere, inqui- 
bus produdta a chriſto, cjus verbo ab Apoſtolis 

nutrita, ſuiſque progreſhonibus uſa, pederentim 
ctevit, venirquead ſummum quid pulchrius ——— 
quam illa tempora intueri in quibus Hegeſhpprs Ec- 
cleſiam caſtam & incorrupram virginem memo- 
rat > Aſ[uredly, Chriitanread:r, thou wouldft deſire 
theſe times to be like them when the Church was 1n ber 
purity.and the ſpouſe of Chriſt unde filed, herein s pre- 
ſezted ſomenhat of them to thee, for if tbe author _ 
lake 
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| To the Chriſtian Reader, 
| take not, the utmoſ! example ſururues not Ce, years 
4 wrmuchmere after Chrift, whoſe funtralls azdaſtention 

the Church was yet freſhly cil brating: and the Chrifti- 

f 4ns in thoſe times we read exatly following this Apofte- 
f licsl Canon, Let fupplications, prayers, &c. Then 
whom we ought to follow none with greater ambition 

and emulation. Audits bis deſire, that Magiftrates 
like the higheft boughs of the goedlieft rrees might 
be the moſt fruitfull, and bowing them':lues down with 


h+ 2” 
3. own Ma 


10" tbe abundance thereof mivh! let fall thei» 7 ipe frurts 2 
lf into the ſubjes lay, wbo do:s ſo plents/ 1) water them 7 
with theirprayers ,andtears, that t'? Lord ac orating 

} to our deſires would rain dowa pesceandrighteoulneſſe 


I! ceive, and conſcientiouſly employ and tmproye tothe 
li ' Common good, | — I 
y Who is thine in the Lord, 2 


J.R 


7 
thorow the Magi/'rate, which we may gratefully re- ; 
&- 
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Chriſtian Subje&: 
| OR, , 
A Treatiſe directing Chriſtians to a 


Converſation ſutable co their Calling : 
| And 
Reſolving thoſe common ObjeQions 
Hereſy, 
ng 
Tranny, 
Breach of Covenaiits 


 ————— 


'r Tim. 2. 1, 2. ; 

1 exhort therfore, that firſt of al, ſupplications, prays 
ers, interceſiions, end giving of thanks, bee pa. 4 
al men: for Kings, and for all that are tn Authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god- 
lineſſe and honeſty : for this 1s good, and acceptable in 
the fight, fe, RT Corn 

CHAP. I, 


C=OY A LU writes theſe two Epiſiles to 
BBY) T, imotby, whom he of ſalutes with 
Ia) the appellation of Son ; and this 
Fo firſt Epiſtle hee writes to Timotby 
»» Yip mus bis own ſon, as if he was 
naturally begotten by him Fm ſuch cantot bee 
| ; — 


El 2) ' 
oc meaning : nor mcerly an adopted ſon, whoſe 
affe ions mutually ran forth one to another, and 
eſpecially in their afflitions when their affeQio-- 
nate aſſifiances and ſeryices were ſo great, as if 
they were betwixt father and ſon. But he is a 
ſon in a ftirituall ſence, and Paul was ſo his fa- 
ther, not in that common ſence begotten by him 
in the ſecond birth of Regeneration, wherein hee 
ſiles himſelfe father frequently in other of his E- 
Piſtles, and wherein he was a fruitfull parent, fir- 
ing the houſe of God with a numerous of-ſpring: 
of. gractous children; but I ſay in this ſence hee 
was not his father, ir being more then conjeQu- 
rall, that Timothy was a true Beleeyer beforchee 
knew Paul, and that thaſe gracious principles 
and firſt ſeeds of grace were early ſown in him by 
the carefull education & inſtrution of his pious . 
parents, as it appearsby choſe paſſages of Paulin 
theſe Epiſtles, wherein he in-mindes-him of thoſe 
hopeful preſages of him from his ripening in- 
fancy, r Epiſt. 1.18. This Charge | commit, Ef ce 
and inthe 2 Epiſt. r. 5. when Ical{to remembrance 
&c. and 3-15. and that from 4 child, ee. But 
he was a fon @. zic4 of « aiar, to the preaching 
of the Goſpel, and Doarin of Faith; though a 
Brother and fellow Labourer jn the work of the 
Miniſtry with Paul, yet a Son too in the Minifle- - 
rial Office, whom firſt he begor and ſer apart un- 
to that Calling, as 2 Epiſt. 1,6. Wherefore I put 
thee in remembrance,@'. and having ſo begotten 
py him 


a Ss 4 > 
him, be accordingly edncates him, ſets him his 
particularcharge, where and over whomhe was 
ro exerciſe hisgiftts, and for which he would call 
him toaccount:and being ſo diſpoſed of, he ſends 
-unco him,as his ſonne,theſe Epiſtles not only to 
reſtify his paternal affeQion,but his care alſo, that 
hee might not want ſufficient direQions and en- 
couragements to ſtrengthen and cnable him how 
he ſhould worthily deport himſelfe in that place, 
like a ſon of Pauls, and a Father in the Church 
whoſe example, & fatherly precepts here are laid 
before him : and in this reſpetand relation Paul 
writes unto him, as the generall ſcope of the E- 
piſtles evidences to us. And in particular 
Firſt, He propoſes ſome things by way of cauti- 
'0n., concerning ſome Falſe-tcachers, or ſome 
that would be Teachers, who having found ont 
ſome new and curious Doarin, at once would be 
the Inventers and Patrons of ity as alſo concern- - 
ing backſliders from the true Faith; and con- 
cerning ſorc-ridden hearers, that could nolon- 
ger endure ſound Doarine,and of high.witted , 
boaſting, and verball profeſſors, that praiſed 
and profeſſed themſelves polemical, critical, and 
much hiſtoricall in Divinity, as you may read in 
the beginning of this Epiſtle, and ſeverall other 
touches ſprinkled up and down the Epiſtles. 
Secondly, Hee preſcribes ſome poſitive Rules 
by way of InjunRion, and Exhortation,asan A- 
poſileand Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, ro'Trmotby a 
I WE 2” Servant 
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| "a 
Servant to the fame Maſter, and in the ſame 
Work. And --] © OY 
Firſt, this is more generall : charging him to 
Conſtancy and Courage, verſe 18. chap, 1. This 
Charge &c.— that thou mighteft,&c. be as a tour 
Souldier in this thy Calling general and particu- 
lar, both being ſo much for the glory of Chriſt, 
asa Chriſtian, asa Miniſter, No good warfare 
unleſſe it be ad yifforiam, every Chriſtian muſt be 
a Conqueror: Howhe isa Conqueror that is 
conſlant, v. 19. bolding, &c. he overcomesthat 
is not overcome, ſperansy—certus de premio, fi 
vincat, certus ſe vitturum, ſi erſeveres,being ſure 
of reward, if he overcomes; and as ſure to oyer- 
come, if hee endures. Hee thar ſuffers death for 
the Faith under a Perſecuter, overcomes as well 
as he that conyerts Souls, deftroyes the holds of 
Sin and: Satan, confutes Hereticks, &c, ſo long 
as he makes not a voluntary ſhipwrack of Faith 
and a good Conſcience, thorow the windes of 
Hereſy, and ſtormes of Perſecution, though ar 
length the bottom finke, that frail Tabernacle of 
his fleſh bee waſted in the fire, or devoured of 
wilde beaſts, yet he hath fought 4 good fight, hee 
hath warred a god warſare. 
| Secondly, In this Chapter hee begins to lay 
down more ſpecial and particular direQtions how 
befF9uld carry himſelfe in his ſpeciall Fun&ion, 
a3a-Minifier., I Exbort therefore, ec. 
| In theſe yerſes obſerve,.. 


x The 


OE 
t The circumſtantiall w_ | 
1 A rational Inference, T bersfore. 
2: Of Order, Firſt of all. 
2:The.materiall parts, wherein 
x Theduty laid down in charge expreſſed 
in many words, Supplications, Prayers, ec. 
23 The SubjeR for whom this duty is to be 


performed; | 
1. At large; All men. 


2 More firit, For Magiſtrates, and 
them, Xings,or others:all that are,&ye. s 
3 The end of this duty, which is three, 
fold; a ſirong | inducement to Prayer , That 
Wee, Cc. j 
4. The Arguments to move.them hereun« 
to, taken from him tro whom wee offer up theſe 


Praycrs, ye. 5» Far this, ec. And from them for 


whom we do pray, v. 4+ Who will bave@c. 
CHAP 11. 


kV, TE ſhallfirfi explain theſe words diſtinQly,. 


then deduce from thence the intended 


conclufions with what plainneſſe and clearneſſe 


WEEecamn | | 
1 Of thecircumſiantiall parts ofthis exhorta- 


tion. - And + 

Firſt, of the inference, Therefore, this word. 
7 cauſeth us to refleR on the precedent verſes, 
| wherechey ſcem go haye their dependency. The 
| EEE. ee, 
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holy Apoſile layes on Timotby this charge, that 
he would war agood warfare as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, as a good Souldier of Chriſt, as a Cap- 
eain going beforc the people, keeping Faith and 
a good Conſcience: and that he might adyance this 
Goſpel he ought to,ſeck the peace, and proteQi- 
on of it, that ſo he might proſper inthis his War- 
fare ; and that he might not only preſerve him- 
ſelfe, but by his Miniſtry enlarge the Territories 
of Chriſt, increaſe in his work, and gather upon 
the adverſaries ofit; and that he might not on! 
keep a good Conſcience undefiled in himſelfe,but 
in his place diſcharge it aright, he exhorts him in 
the publick Office of the Miniſtry, in their publick 
meetings for Prayer,Preaching and Diſpenſation 
of any Ordinances oeonging to his Calling, to 
prey far «ll men, &c.1 Exhort thee therefore, 

2 Of the circumſtance of Order, ern nr mo'my 
F ir fi of all. 

W hich Firſt,if it hath reference to theOrder of 
Pauls dire&ions and precepts, then it ſignifies 
Pauls ſpecial care of this Duty,that it might not 
be negleAed,or gory performed, but ſers it in 

| the front of all, Firſt of all, as if Paul ſhould re- 
quire Timoatby to have a chicfe regard and care 
hereto. | 1 

Secondly, if it hath reference to this yery Ex- 

bortation ir ſelfe, then it ſets forth unto us 

| I The excellency of theDuty, that it is a chief 
duty, and aboveall things however, negle& noe 
this, Res Co 2 The 
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2 The ſeaſon of irs performance, begin with 
this, Firſl of all in your meetings take your begin- 
ning from'God, ſeek to him by prayer,teſtify your 
dependencies on him, and all your references un- 
to him; and amongſt others pray for thoſe men. 
Timothy a publick perſon in his publick Office 
muſt pray for publick perfons, and all perſons; 
not to excludeother ſeaſons, but then principally, 
for thena Miniſter of the Goſpel in Chriſts ſtead 
is co imitate Chriſt the high Prieſt of all, as the 
Prieſts under the Law did prefigure and type out 
Chriſt herein, cujus efil munus exxolgtr Vai; hf wed. 
and d2xnudw, whoſe Office it was to offer for the 
Errors, and ignorances of the people; Prayer 
now being our'facrifice, wee muſt offer for them 


unrn God in Chriſt. £ 
Prayer then isof an ancient inſtitution, under 


| Law and Goſpel : it is an Ordinance of contiun- 


ance till our prayers ſhall be turned into praiſes, 


. our Wiſhes into fruitions, and reſemblances. into 
| reall participations in the preſence of God, and' 
. of the Lamb, Abel began with ſacrifice, wherein 


was the prayer of his heart; Timotby muſt begin 
wich Prayer, which is the ſacrifice of the heare, 
Prayer alſo muſt introduce all our works; as in- 


 publick duties, wee eſpecially come in Gods pre- 


ſence both in the intention and preparation of' 
the heart, and inthe promiſe of God, fo by prayer 

we are brought lil nearer toGod,and God tous; 
and makes us as fit to entertain God into us, as 


God 


(8) . 

God ready to beſtow himſelfe, or any mercy (fu- 
table to that Ordinance in hand) upon us: gu# 
bene orat, bene laborat; he that prayes well, ſhall 
ſpecd wel: he that ſets on his buſineſs with prayer 
hath already done the beſtpart of ir. Wee muſt 
therefore firſt pray, then preach ; firſt pray, then 
ſtudy, firſt pray then hear, &c. Prayer is the ge- 
nerall preface to all our aRions, and as Chriſt 
ecacheth us to pray thus, Paul bids us to pray this; 
to put up, or -make ſupplications, prayers, &c- 
Wherein is expreſſed EF 9: ton 0; 

x The duty it ſelf enjoyned, exprefled in four 
words, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſrions, and. 
giving of ſ. Some would have theſe words 
ſynonimous,others to be particularly ſignificant, 
and ſurely they may have the larrer ſence,and car- 
ry with them ſeverall DireQions, or in generall 
include the method of Prayer. | bt 

Supplications, the word dtious ſignifies wants as. 
well as ſupplications, Ju ov, fo Sun Bls, fo 

that. by ſupplication you may underſtand des 
precation againſt evils incumbent or imminent 
the prayers of a neceſſitated perſon for the remo- 
val or prevention of evils ſpiritual or temporal, 
fearcd or felt, F#.*::6 | 
TIprowxds> Prayers, you may underſtand them 
for petitions for good ſpirituall, or temporall, 
#fls wxlw, according to a mans Wiſh, ſuch asare 
promiſed of God, and could be wiſhed for of our- 
ſelycs, as conducing to our happineſley or they: 
arg 
Lid 


are deficers for the reſtoring of good rhings loſt, 

a continuance of preſent good, or confluence of- 

more good. 

Erwtes, Interceſrions, or intermediating 
prayers, which more properly are Pur up for 0- 
thers, and ſo all theſe ſeveral kinds of prayers are 
interceſſjons : yer it ſignifies more, prayers of fer. 
vency and familiatity, when we are moſt inward 
and bold with God, expoſtulating and pleading 
with him, which uſually is more for others then 
our ſelves, cither for -pardon, or the removing 
of ſome miſery. \ 

EUyagigi2s, Thinkeetviias.a rerurning of mercies 
by the ſame mouthand heart that beggedthem ; 
which is commonly for ſimple and unmixed bleſ- 
ſings conferred on us, or evils removed from us. 

And if the words carry not fully the ſence of 
theſe fignifications as they may do, Epbeſ. 5.18, 
then they domore fully expreſſe the ſubſtance of 
this duty, and the ſeverall partsof ir; to preſſe ic 
more eftecually on us, and to prevent the mani» 
foldevaſions of the fleſh in the too frequent neg. 
le of it. | 

And here you read all che words in the plurall 
number, /et Supplications, Prayers, &'c. not a 

prayer, a peticion, &c. to teach us that wee muſt 
bee unceſlant, and conſtant in this duty, not to 
pray once, but oft: wee muſt make prayers ſor 
them, and all kinds of chem as opportunity pre- 
ſcnts it ſelfe to us. 

D And. 


e] 
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And further it teacherh us, that a publick 
prayer, is not a ſingle prayer, bur iris prayers, a 
prayer involving prayers, for though one man 
ſpeaks the prayer,yet there be as many prayers put 
up, as there be perſons joyning with him. 

Again, as here we ſee the perpetuation of this 
Ordinance,ſfo we ſee notalimitation to any form, 
no notte the Lords Prayer, ((moſt excellent and 
comprehenſive in it ſelf, and therefore ought the 
morewiſely and cautiouſly ro be uſed) which cx- 
prefles not this precept : only here the Apoſtle 
requires us that inall our prayers, eſpecially in 
publick, which are to be the moſt plain and large, 
wee ſhould not forget but ſeriouſly and piouſly- 
ſeek for the good of thoſe perſons : and me thinks 
thereis ſomerhing in the words that might hinc 
this tous, wi% Ge made: let prayers be made 
for them. Prayers arc not madefor us, but wee 
make prayers for them ; we, that is, the Spiric of 

God in us, teacheth us to form and make prayers 
for them. Thus much for che dary barely con- 
ſidered. 

Secondly, concerning the ſubjeas for whom 

this muſt bee performed, and they are 

x In generall laid down, for all men : that is, 

all kinds and forts of men Miniſters ought to 
pray for, and all ſexes are included under it, 
«$04 not 'a/gis, yet not peremptorily,burſub. 
miting to the good pleaſure,ordination, and de- 
crecof God; tor, for ſome of them prayer ſhall 
not 


CRF | 
not bee effeQuall. Yet wee pray forall, for theſe 
reaſons, 

Firſt, becauſe wee know not. ta whom. mercy 
does belong, and if wee ſhould not pray, beyond 
the certainty of our knowledge, wee ſhauld pray 
for none. 

2 Becauſe the promiſe is.indifferently made ro 
all, none by name excepted, ror. Jew nar Gen» 
tile, none of us have ever ſeen the book of life,to 
ſce whoſe names are written there and whole are 
not; wee ought then to prayforas mapy as are 
in Chriſt, and for whom :the promiſe is-ſufficient: 
and as no qutward.eftate makes perſavs more aG- 
ceptable, ſo nonemore dereſtable. 

3 Bccaufe the will of God is, x, indifferenely 
ro,confer his outward bleſſings on all men, unjuſt 
aswell as juſt; and allas creatures have a right 
to them,and he as Creator does diſpenſe them to 
his creatures: then for outward bleſſings we may 
begge for. the unrighteous as well as the holy. 
2 Toſhew grace to many ſinners:we ſhpuld judge 
paſt hope, and have given up as loſt and repro-. 
bares : there is none now ſo vile, butthe Lord 
has ſhewed mercy toas vile, then for ought thar”? 
thou knoweſt, God may ſo deale with ſuch and 
ſuch, and it would refleR ſadly on thy ſpirithere» 
afcer to ſce them glorious lights, whom thou haſt 
condemned to utter darkneſſe, nor would eyer 
afford them thy prayers, ſec V. 4. of this text. | 


4 Becanſe the tenders of grace from a Goſpel- | 
D 32 Miniſter 
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Miniſter ought to bce gencrall and indifferent; 

ſure our prayers ought to be as large as our ten« 

ders, and what wee endeayour for, wee ought to 
ray for, 

5 Iris laid down here in command. 

Objet?. Bur can prayers, will ſome ſay, haſten 
the day ofconyerfion to the Ele, or do the re- 
probated ſinner any good? will it protrad this 
mans puniſhment,or properate this mans happi- 
neſſe > will it alter any thing of the counſell of 
God towards his creature ? 

* Col. No, of itfſelfe ir can do nothing, bur as 
ſubordinate to the will of God, who gives whar 
and when we aske, who can give without asking, 

Firſt, we pray for the bringing in of the Ele, 
whoſe times neverthelefle are prefixed of theLor 
for theſe reaſons, ; 

1 Hereby wee joyneandagree with the Coun. 
ſell of God, and his determination ; we approye, 
affe& and rejoyccin the purpoſe of God towards 
ſuch, and we that once ſhall give Teſtimony to 
the execution of the Decree; to our power in pre- 
ſent we ſeal to it. 

2 Herein wee ſiriye not to alter any time of 
Gods, but ſhew by prayer our dependance on - 
Godin the uſc of means till that time : though 

hee hath determined it in his ſecret Will, yer wee 
muſt uſe means in reference to the execution of 
thar Will, one of which is prayer. 

3 Hercby we diſcover that!ſpirituall ſympa wy 

wit 


= 4; 
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with the whole body of Clrid, which every true 
member ought to have, not only with the diſtreſ- 
ſed members of Chriſt, already believing, but 
with the darkneſle, the hardneſle, the infidelity, 
thac diſhonour Chriſt now receives by ſuch, that 
are acually enemies to God, and yet belong to 
. theEle&ion of Grace, When in publick Ordi- 
. nances wee meet about the ſalvation of our own 
| Souls, we arenot ſo much taken up with them, 
bur we think on, and long afcer the ſalvation of 
others; we mournover their preſenticondition, 
nay wee rejoyce in the expeRation of the day of 
their converſion, Cant. 8.8. there is the diſpoli- 
tion of a trne member of Chriſt, a childe of the 
Spouſe of Chrift. 

Secondly, We pray for the reprobate, yet not 
knowing who they are, whether this or that per- 
ſon be in ſuch an eſtate, 

1 Toteſtific a liknefle of affetion betwixtGod 
and us : hee deſires not the death of a ſinner, bur 
rather that hee might repent and live, and fo wee 
deſire not the confuſion of any,but that,if it were 
the good pleaſure ofGod,thar they might be con« 
verred, and ſaved; thus wee are mercifull as our 
beavenly Father wu mercifull. 

2 Ic is for the glory of our Profeſſion, in the. 
real wieneiling of our true tenderneſs of affte&ion 
over and towards poor ſinners: this is one glo- 
Tious beam ſhining from the childcen of light,in 


whom the loye of Chriſt is ſhed, and might ſome» 
33-4 whit 


14) ; 
what convince the kn 4 of the world, could 
they bur ſce,or had hearts ſenſible of themſelves, 
or that ſence others have of them, 

3 For the encouragemeue of ſinners, that they 
might ſee how large the grace of Chriſtis, and 
the ſufficiency of ir even for them if they had faith 
roreceiveitz and that it is. notonly to be tendred 
to them, bur begged for them-: that they mighe 
perceive howopen the loving armes ofthe Spouſe 
of Chriſt are, how ready to receive aty ſinner in- 
to communion with her, did he bclieve. 

4 For manifeſt clearing of the juſtice of God at 
laſt, and to leaye the ſinners without excuſe,when 
ſuch offers and means have been uſed to reclaim 
them, and yet they perfiſt againſt the truth not 
only the ſufferings, bur the aRions of his people 
ſhall bea teſtimonie againſt them, even eſpecially 
againſt ſuch that perſecutes them that prayes for 
their happineſſe, that wils and labours for their 
Salvation, Matth. 10. 18 \_ 

Thirdly, admit wee know not on whom our 
prayers ſhall cake effeQ, no not of them that are 

EleRed, nor on whom firſt, nor whether we ſhall 
live to behold the returns of them: yet it is c- 
nouph that the Lord requires it of us, let us be- 
lieye and obey, letus bee content to lay up our 
prayers in the Treaſury of God for future ages, 
for them we have neyer ſeen, nor ſhall cyer ſce in 
the fleſh, Admit they take no cffet on them, we 
ſhallnor loſe the comfort and reward of them, 


Iſa.ag 
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Iſa. 49.5, Sat of quod fe jubet, do as theLord 
bids thee, its ſufficient that hee commands thee. 
If we enquire for reaſon, we ſhall oftentimes finde 
as little for our obedience, as for our Faith: The 
Lord rells his people, and in them us, Dent. 29. 
29. the revealed thing is in the Text, pray for all 
men, but the particular perſons on whom our 
prayers ſhall ſweerly fall, isa ſecret, leave that to 
God, to effeR in his time, which if wee ſee, then 
we ſhall rejoyce if not, we ſhould bee content. 

Thus much for the duty and ſubjeRs in generall. 


CHAP. III, 


Nev follows the ſubjets more ſtrialy con- 
fdered, for whom in ſpeciall, and individu- 
ally wee ought to pray for, or for whom more 
chiefly and above others, promum ſpecialius, no> 
minatim,we ought to pray, For Kings,andall that 
are in Authority. | 

Firſt, here is a ſubjeR in the moſt tri confi 
deration, ſet out by his particular Office, King : 
for Kings. To open this, we ſhall reſolve you, 

x Whar were thoſe Kings then for whom they 
were to pray. 

1 For their government, they were tyrannicall 
Monarchs, that Lived and Ruled according to 
their Will, who had no preſeripe, boundary, or 
moderation: and though they might have cer- 


rain Cuſtoms, Priviledges, Conſtitutions and 
| Preſcrip- 


(76). 

Preſcriptions by which they judged intheir ſeye- 
rall Placesand Courrs of JuriſdiRion, yet eyen 
them they infringed at pleaſure, eſpecially tos 
wards Captives and Aliens. Theſe were abſo. 
lute Soveraigns, who made, abrogated, ſuſpen- 
ded, and altered their own Laws at pleaſure;and 
chis appears by their practiſe in ſacred Writ, and 
other Hiſtories: Their government was not mixt 
as ours have bin,nor theirKings ſubjeRto.bounds 
and accounts as Ours Were. 

2 For rhcir right of Goyernment, it was little 
or none; pure Nymrod;, that liunted and thirſied 
after viRtory and ſubduing Nations to their com- 
mand, in whom they had notitle nor intereſt, and 
accordingly did ſcycrall- Kingdomes arife and 
beare ſway in the world z ſometimes the Aſſ5ri- 
an, Grecian, Roman, &*c. had their ſucceſhons 
of uſurped commands by the Sword, as-the Turk 
hath now, and far greater : and accordingly did 
they maintain their Power, eyen by the Sword a- 
mongſt the Jewes, Chrifiians and Infidels, they 
ſeldom queſtioned title & intereſt, but power,and 
ftrength ; and had under them their petty Kings, 
or Vice-Royes, prefeti:, &>c. created out of their 
own favorites andſouldicrs for the moſt part. 

2 For their Religion, they were Hethens and 
Idolaters, cruel perſecutors ſomtimes of lewand 
Chriſtian together, ſometimes of one alone : ſome 
full of Coverouſneſs, Luxury, Cruclty, ſatisfy:rg 
themſclves in che bloud of their own kindred, 
" and 


and neareſt relations. Theſe things are apparene 
partly by Scripture,and to any ordinary Reader 
of Eccleſiaſticall and Praphane Hiſtory; and yer 
even theſe muſt poor Chriſtians ſuffering under. 
them pray for, 

Secondly, Why Kings ſpecified by name. 

1 Becauſe at that time it was the moſt gene- 
rall Government in the World, though in ſome 
places otherwiſe : and not only then, bur even 
from the beginning Monarchy hath been the Go- 
vernment, and thatmore Ancient in its Originall 
and of greater continuance amongſt the He- 
thens, then ſuch as worſhiped the true God : and 
whether it was becauſe they did not ſo muchneed 
ir, or that it was not ſo excellenta Governmenr, 
I leave to others co:determine, 

2 Becauſe many Chriftians might ſcruple pray- 
ing for ſuch Perſons, being of ſuch lives and 
judgments, that were enemies to them and all 
that were good. Sure if Chriſtians then had been 
of the Popes minde, they had curſed them to 
death, delivered them over to Satan, in ſtead of 
praying for them : nay, if they had been of thar 
ſpirit Peter was ſometimes of, they would have 
called for fire from Heayen , and ſent them to 
Hell in a flame, rather then called for a bleſſing on 
them and their Governmentz and they would 
judge it a bootlefle thing in it ſelfe for them, and 
unacceptable to God. Bur the Apoſtle here re- 
ſolves them and direas them unto this duty, not 

— 
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Þy way of Policie but Conſcience,as aChriſtian 
Duty indeed; Pray for Kings, thoſe Kings, no 
Kings being excepted. 

Secondly, Now as concerning the ſubjeR leſſe 
reſtrained, Vp mumzy wy iy Vow way This is 
not ſo large as the firſt, that is, to pray for all 
men, yet larger then the ſecond, that was only 
for Kings, this being tar all that have any em-. 
mineut place, or thatare in Autbority : which is 
not to. be refirained to the fubſtitures of Kings, 
and their Officers alone, which have only a depu- 
ted Power, though theſe it may refpeR, ſuch as 
are in Scripture named Governours, Rulers, be- 
ing placed by the ſupream Magiſtrate in Places 
of truk and government under him; .but this 
hath reference ſlill eo. the ſupream Magiſtrate, 
whom we ought chicfly to pray for, that rhe bleſ- 


| fing of God may firſt fall upon that head, and 


'thence run down to the very skirt. Pray for all 
that are in Authoricy, whether you call them 
Kings, Conſuls, or of any other kinde of Go. 
vernment, that you Chriſtians ſhall live under, or 
that ſhall be placed over you, whether you call je 
Monarchy, or Ariſtocracy, or Democracy. For 
as wee know, there was not at that time one onl 

kinde of Government, nor that kinde was of an 


| long continuance, eſpecially among the Romang, 


who then were the glory of the World, and now 
ruled over the Jewes, Grecians, and under whom 
were begun many Churches of Chriſt, Wee ſee 

: 2. how 


| "9 | 

how oft the PRIN... the Romans changed, 
ſix times from the Originall. So the Grecans, 
changed much after the death of Alexander, 
ſome had Kings, ſome were ny rn” ny" 107 
Democratians, as at Atbens, Peloponeſus, Lacede- 
mon, ec. and even in Greece there were many 
flouriſhing Churches of God, and they were 
planted early , and were to pray for ſuch as had 
the adminiſtration of Government, be they what 
they would ; here, as no Kings are excepted, ſo 
no Authorities, no Governments, For the fur. 
ther clearing ofthis, in the reſolving of certaine 
doubts and queries, is afterwards undertaken. 

Thirdyy, the end of this Duty, in reference to 
this life, to that eſtdte whercin wee live under 
them , That wee might lead a quict, &c. from 
whom we ſue for theſe bleſſings. 

1 Peace, that is firſt ſer down, becauſe it is 
the common ingredient that makes ſweet all 
things, ſtrengrhens and increaſes them; it is the 
ground work of all other happineſſe; this is ex- 
rernall peace and quietneſſe wee pray for, and 
therein againſtall forraign Invaſions, and inte. 
ſtine Commotions, againſt all Oppreſſions and 
- unjuſt Taxations, whereby the peace of the ſub- 
je&is broken, or an occaſion and ground laid for 
its breach. 

2 Godlineſſe, a peacable life lead, U mary > 
aig -in all godlineſſe, all kindes of it, in the 
publick proſeſhon of it, and-in the priyate pra- 
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Qiſe of itz butas the wordcarries it, and the 
ſcopeof the Apoſile writing to a Miniſter, it in- 
tends for publick Worſhip, in the countenan. 
cing of Religion by Authority, in Miniſters and 
People, in reterence to their ordinary communi- 
on in Ordinances, which could not be procured 
_ without the ſupreme Magiſtrate; pray then for 
this, that wich your power you may have the 
ruth and way of Chriſt proteded, you nor for- 
ced to Idolatry, &c..clſe your peace would bee 
unpleaſanr.. 

3 Honeſty, that is, in common commerce and 
fellowſhip with others; oei7mm, that the age _ 
might not be ſo licentious wherein we m Ss: asro 
abuſe them that are Religious in their Callings, 
Families, Name and Perſons; that there be 10: 
a toleration of lewd perſons : but that the Go- 
verners may bee ſuch, whoſe Lawes may afford 
them honeſt dealing with men, even Hethens,, 
that themſelves, their wives and children, might 
comfortably enjoy,and make uſe of their own. 

Laſtly, the argument to. provoke us hereunto, 
is from the acceptation of the Duty, nn 33 x«- 
air, &c. This. What ? not that peace afforded to 
you through the Magiſtrates care, though that be. 
acceptable: but this Duty conſcionably perfſor- 
med by you for the Magiſtrate, This is comly, 
beautiful(as the word is uſcd)in the ſight of God. 
Mark in whoſe fghr, God 6ur Savicur, leſu 
Chrifiz he that dicd tor you, and hath called you. 

” | with. 
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with an holy Call unto this Eſtate ; he that hath 
made you members of his body,and takes notice 
of you in all conditions, eſpecially under ſuch 
Kings & emminent Perſons, that would make you 
ſufferers for your profeſſion: hee delights to ſee 
you at ſuch times ſo graciouſly affeionated as to 
pray for them 5 hee ſees you then withan eye of 
acceptation, and approbation as wellas of dif- _ 
crimination ; what greater engagement can bee 

laid upon a heart prizingthe love ofGod, deſirous 

'to walk worthily before him, and even in ſuch 

times to haye this teſtimony in him, that hee 

pleaſes God, 

And mask, V. 4. that rationall ground Paul 
layes to prove, that ſuch prayers are acceptable ; 
becauſe they are according to the will of Cod: 
for they labour to draw our the mind and will of 
God toa& for ſouls yet in darknefſe, and unbeliev- 
ing. Our Saviour would have all ſaved, thatis, 
ſome of all Eſtates, ſome Kings, and Governors, 
ſome of the higheſt Authority, as well as other 
ſubje&ts. His blood is ranſom ſuſficient to re- 
deem the moſi conſiderable ſlave Satan hath; and 
he is able by the evidence of Goſpel ro evince the 
ſtrongeſt reaſonings of fleith and blood, Why 
may not this man prove a Paul? this Trajan 
proye a Joſeph? why may not ſome of theſe Al/ be 
here where [ live,and under whoſe ſhaddowlT in 
peace lie down 2 However, whether they belong 
tothe EleQion of God, yet the duty isaccepta- 

4 To ble 


ble it ſelfe, and it was done not only in' reference 
to the command revealed, but to the execution of 
the ſecret will of God to ſuch, which might ex» 
tend to theſe particular men in this preſent Au- 
thority over him: and if it did, and theſe per- 
ſons became true belicyers,they ſhould be ſure co 
obtain the generall and main ends of. their de- 
fires, liberty to leada peaceable and quiet life;&fc, 
Thus you have the Text laid open by way of ex. 
poſition before you; that part of it, whereof we 
intend to make further uſe, is more briefly confj- 
dered in preſent; the concluſions here properly 
ifſuiug arc laid down inthe next Chapter, 
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HE* is direaly ſet forth a Chriſtian. SubjeFs 

Duty, and by proper conſequence a Cbri- 
flian. Magiſtrates Duty. 1 the Subjef?. Chriſians 
Duty is to pray for the ſupream Magiſtrate in or- 
der to Peace, Religion, and Civility. 2 the Ru- 
ling-Chriſlians Duty is as apparenr, for what wee 
ought to ſeek of God to be conveyed to us 
by the Magiſtrate, as the next & moſt fic means, ' 
we may expe as their duty to labour to the ut- 
moſi to confer on us Chriſtians, viz. ro Go- 
vern in Peace, to promote and prote@ Godli- 
neſſe profeſſed by them, to guard their Perſons, 8 
Eſtates from the injurious dealings of leud Per- 


ſons, that are the notorious enemics of Peace and 
Holineſſcs 
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Holineſſe ; that ſo | ae their watchfulneſſe 
and care the ſubjeRt might bedelivered from ſuch 
feares and troubles as are incident to them 

chrougha looſe and tyraanicall Govetnment. 
Firſt, then letus look into our own duty, which 
is to ſeck of God for ſpirituall and temperall 
bleflings ro be poured forth upon the ſupream 
Magiſtrate, whar ever he be; and of all underhim 
or them aRting in the ſame Government, thar 
Peace may be eſtabliſht, Godlineſſe advanced, 
Honeſly maintaind. Todiſcuſſe this plainly, we 
ſhall draw it farth into theſe propofitions. 

_ 1. That the diſpoficion, and inward frame of 
a Chriſtian ſhould be for a Peaccable, Godly and 
Honeſkl life, | 
2+. That the people of God under any Govern- 

ment.whatſqever may be deprived thereof, 

3+ That prayer isa probable meanes to reco» 
ver a broken Peace, Religion, and Liberty. 

. Thar under all Governments whatſoever 
this ſhould be the practice of a true Chriſirane 
Subjef, to pray for them. 

As to the firſt: that the inward temper and diſ- 
poſition 0þ a C b1flian ſhould be Peaceable, Goal > 
and Honeſt, his inward thoughts and affeQions 
ſo qualified. The hcartis the fountain of deſires, 
out of the abundance of it we ſpeak;therefore that 
we pray for (according to the Apoſtles precept) 
ſhould be ſincerely affected, and delighted' in by 
the ſou), if it could be obtained by prayers The 

\ things 
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things ſought for are Peace, Holineſſe, Honeſty; 
let theſe words be the genuine, and true reſem- 
blances of the ſoul,and inward man, which ought 
ſo to be, as ſhall appeare in particular, thar 
ſuch a frame is Evangelical, 

Firſt for Peace. A Chriſuans minde is incli- 
ned topeace; what the ſoul truly deſires for others, 
it affeQs for himſclfe ; it defires peace, pardon, 
quietnefle for others,even unbelcevers: The more 
mortified ſin is in a Chriſtian,the more quiet and 
peaccable are his affeQions, the more humble, 
ſclfe-denying,8&c. which are great promoters of 
peace. The Apoſile purs the queſtion and re- 
ſolves it. Jam. 44 1. Whence, &c. Thoſe luſts 
are commonly covetouſnefſe, ambition, deſire 
of reyenge, diſcontent, which move the minde 
tillit break out with lightning and thunder , bur 
the more mortified theſe are, the more quiet and 
and addicted to peace they are, We read in 
thoſe Evangelicall promiſes of the Goſpell, thar 
they ſhall be ar peace, all one and alike; how ? 
the ftour Lyon fhall condeſcend to the meck 
Lamb,the greedy Beare ſhal be lead with a child, 
and the peeviſhWaſp ſhall be playd with. Where 
the ſharp Thorn and Bryer grew, there ilall the 
ſweet Firre and Myrtle grow : here you may ſee a 
Goſpel diſpoſition g and ſure it is, the more of a' 
Goſpel ſpirit is in them, the more of ſuch graces, 
have they abounding in them. Gal. 5. what a 
ncſt of yiprous vices, the Apoſtle findes out in a 


carnall 
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carrall man, ver. 20, 21. witcberaft, hatred, wart- 


- ance, Ec. but the ſpirituall man is otherwiſe 


minded,having the Spirit of God ruleing in him, 
whoſe fruits ver. 22. are love, peace, &rc. he muſt 
have this Spiric that can truly put up this prayer; 
and every one whoſe affeQtions are thus qualified 
by the Spiric, will chus pray : and that his inter- 
nall qualifications are ſuch, his generall conycr« 


ſation will wiineſſe, which is contemplative and 


monaſticall, requiring a quiet retirement : that 
as GoJ uſ.ally at ſuch ſealons appeares to his 
people, ſo his people will contrive ſich ſeaſons 


(when their publique occaſions ſeeme to deny 


chem) thac being the moſt removed from humane 
Societies, from their worldly employments,nay 
from themſclves, they may ſolace themſclves in 
ſome familiar converſe, and communion with 
their God : I ſay that this is the generall frame 
of a true Chriſtian, however at ſome time by 
ſome vio'ent temptation he may be tranſported 
into other carriages. 

Otherwiſe you thall finde men unſound in their 
ju 'gement+ ro be unſafe in their praftiſes, men 
reſtleſſe in the truth: to be refilefle in their wayes : 


nay men, otherwiſe good men, at once leaveing | 


the pathes of Holinefle and Peace : We read in 

acred Story of two perſons notorious for Com- 

motions, anda third is added ta them by a learns 

cd Hiſtorian : The firſt was one Theudas, that 

profeſſed himſelfe a Propher, and amongſt other 
* F 
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of his Figments, —_ his followers that he 
could diyide lordan, for them to paſſe chorow 
bur theſe periſhed : The ſecond was one Judas 
a Galilzan, who with another (haply under pre» 
rence of oppreſſion by Taxes). drew many diſcon»' 
___ rentedand loofe perfons into Sedition. Euſe-\ 
Nl. - wy ptr bius makes mention ofa third,a)certain Egyptian | 
[if Claude 25, Propher, who ſeduced and ray(ed into cumultu- 
Chrilt'.46. ous Afſemblics 30000 perſons. Afﬀrer the death 
. of Chriſt the Jewiſh Nation was ſeldom free from 
cheſe turbulent ſpirits, heading the peopiec in ſe- 
veral parties and places, wherby many thouſands 
of that peculiar Flock periſhed ar ſeveral times, 
which though occaſioned by their frequent and 
rebellious InſurreQions, yet as a ſad judgement 
weredelivered up to ſuch reprobate mindes asto 
be led by ſuch perſons co their ruine for murder- 
ing the Lord of life : and this was not perfeR in 
that laſt and fad Seige of Jeruſalem, bur after. 
wards being diſperſed into ſeycral Proyinces tho- 
row the Eaſtern part of the world. We likewiſe 
read, that the orthodox were ſo diſquieted and 
troubled by the Arians, and other Herertiques, 
that they deſired rather the habitations and ſo« 
ciety.of Beaſts,then of ſuch inhumane Chriſtians : 
Abbzztox. Tempore bereſium Arii EY altorum, plures fideles 
ehim.in Apoce elegerunt vitam bermeticam, melixs decernentes 
rus cum beflits babitare in ſylvis, quam cum Arianis 
participare, &c. Our late predeceſſors could re« 
teſtify rhe late praQices of the Anabapriſts in 
= EE Germany, 
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Germany, enemics Ns as well as Ma- 
giftrates : and we their children can wieneſle the 
{ad Rebellion in Ireland, continuing till chis day 
againſt cheir lawfull Authority, and their former 
Nationall Agreements, with moſt feral cruelty 
pouring forth the blood of the ſucking infant, 
and dear parent, not reſpetting the perſons of the 
Priefis, nor favouring th: Eliers, Lam. 4. 16. 
. Neither haye the Proteſtants in Ireland been the 
only ſubjeRs of that Papal Tragedy, England 
hath ſuffered much, and no marvel, their ations 
are but the iſſues of their affeQtions, and their 
practices the fruits of their principles. And if 
wee but caſt our eye upon the Hethen, wee ſhall 
firde the impatient Ambition of the ſubjeR, and 
che jealous Feares of their Princes, poſſeſſing 
and governing their Territories as they obtain- 
cd them, to be ſuch, that on each other they arc 
continually aQing their revengefull malice. So 
that this diſpoſition that appearcd carly in the 
world, naturally abides inall men, of what pro. 
feſlion ſoever, unlefle begotten again by the ſpirir 
of Grace and Peace, to be partakers of another 
Kingdom : Andthis might be illuſtrated by ma- 
ny ſingular Examples. 

Secondly, for Godlineſſe : This is his predo- 
minant quality, and the naturall diſcoverer of the 
perſon, that he is a hater of fin in himſelfe, and a 

reprover of ſin in others ; be that names the name 
of the Lord Iefur, let bim depart from iniquity : 
j T4 
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ſo in the affirmative = teis an univerſaliſt in 
the wayes of God, living weoy wncig, 1 all and 
every part of Gods worſhip : there is no path ſo 
ſiraight buthe can tread ir, no Duty ſo ſpiritual 
that carries not the leaſt rational probability of 
affording thac fruit it» offers to him, bur he can 
continue its practice : this was thelife, and ſup- 
port of David, that only then be ſhould not be 
aſbamed, when ke had reffeft to all Gods Com- 
mandements. Pſal. 119. 6. Vp to this degree roſe 
the reſolution and intention of Corneltus, Afts10 
33: Now we are all preſent —— wherein arc 
ewo things worth our obſervation and imitation: 
1 The inſtancy of Cornelius his obedience, im- 
mediatly, he conſulted not with man, nor with 
himſclfe. 2. Haveing met; obſerve with what 
impartiality ofaffeQions he is furnijkt, he is pre- 
pared for a ſree entertainment of all the Com- 
mands of God : he requires not a reaſon 
for acommand (the greateſt depth of wiſdome, 
grace,and ſoveraignty, lying in his meaneſt, and 
irrational Lawes )but being commanded,does ir, 
Every Ordinance of Chrilt is of the like duration 
with the Law of God,which Law continued til a+ 
other came in its room ſrcm the ſame Power & 
Authority that gave the firſt;(for God would not 
have an interval betwixt Government and Goe 
vernment, firſt pulling Cown'one hedge and let- 
ing hi: Church Iye waſt till he hath built another, 
no, this beccmes not his Wiſdcme and Cate) 
| who 


(29) 

who is only able to inſtitute a new, that takes: a+ 
way theold: and ſure itis, that that which is in 
preſent conſtituted, is to remain, till hebe pleaſed 
\expreſly ro abrogate this, as he did the former. 
Andrill then the heart of a Chriſtian is equally 
affeted to all, perſwaded to walk thorow all, be- 
cauſe all are ofa like validity, till he ſhal be pleaſ- 
cd to diſcharge him of any, that hath required 
all : for the private perſon to lay aſide any one, 
, orthe publique perſon to take away their oblig- 
ing Power is todivide,and ſhare with God in his 
ablolute rule overus : the-tender conſcience of a 
Chriſtian vill not admit htm co diſtinguiſh of the 
Commands of God, bur urges him ill co a more 
full and perfe& obſervance of them : and indeed, 
his heart is large cnough to reccive them all, 
though his feer be not ſwift enough to run them 
all. Bur this we muſt not make the chief of our 
Diſcourſe. 

Thirdly, For Honefly : What this is,the Orator Cicero, 
ſpeaks, Iuſiitia pars Honeſlatis, Righteouſneſſe is 
part of Honeſiy, and that's moſt true berwixt 
man and man,as in our language Righteous deal- 
ingis Honcſt dealing, diſiributing to all men 
according to right: there is 4 primo primum prin- 
_ eipium in Nature that direts men to this, much 
tronger (ſhou'd Goſpel principles be in Chriſti. 
ans: hercinare comprehended all our Liber- 
ties, and good Lawes, in reference to Juſtice and 
Equity in Civill Commerce, & Commurations; 
8: E''3 aid 
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and this accords with the Goſpel Rule by which 
every true Chriſtian walks ; 1Theſf. 4.6,7. That 
no mangoe beyond and _—_ bis Brother in any 
matter, becauſe that the Lord 18 tbe avenger of all 
ſuch, as we alſo bave forewarned you and teſiufied : 
for God bath not called ur unto uncltanntſſe, but 
unto bolineſſe : where by bolineſſe is underfiood 
Extcrnall Righteouſneſſe, the truir oi an holy 
heart. Rom. 13. 12,13. Tbe megbt is farre ſent, 
the day is at band, let ws therefore caſ} off the 
works of darkneſſe, and let us put on the armour 
of light «: let ur walk bonefily, azinthe diy. 1Per. 
2.11,12.1beſeech you as flrangers and pilgrims, 
"aps yt Rleſply lufis, wbich warre againſ] tho 
ſoule : Having your converſation honeſt among the 
Gentiles, that wherea they ſpeake againſt you, as 
evill doers, they may by your good works which 
they ſhall bebold, glorify God in the day of wift- 
tation. Inall which places we finde the to: ccableſt 
argument to ſiirre them up to this Honeſt Con- 
verſation, is taken from their Calling, and thar 
Faith they have embraced, as exceeding ſurable 
unto it : indeed to queſtion it, is to queſtion our 
Humanity , much more our Chriſtianity , for 
grant them: the precedent diſpoſition of God/i- 
nefſe, they muit be Honefl, And that m this re. 
ſpe I might preſent unto you the perfe& com- 
plexion of Chriſtians in the Primitive Times, I 
hall draw forth but a line or ewo out of the Tefti- 
mony of PliniurSecundus DeputyGoyernour to 
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Trajanthe Iv... a perſecutor of Chriſtians, - 
yet he acknowledged of them this Honefly and | Po 
Iuſtice ; it is recorded of him thus : P FnIAS copernpar m 
Secundes qui inter Provinciarum Prefetlos facile Travd. Fox 
primus tulit, ingents Mart yrum numero magnope= 
re commotus , de multitudine corum qui quotidie 
erant pro Fide trucidati, Trajanum Imperatorem 
certiorem faceret , allegans preter obflinationem 
non ſacrificands , nibil aliud ſe de ſaoris coram 
comperiſſe, quam c@tus antelucanos ad canendum 
Chriſto ac Deo, & ad conſederandam diſciplinam; 
bomicrdium, adulterium, fraudem, ——- 
extera ſcelera prohubentes. =———— And in anos 
ther place thus : Adulterium &c. CY alia nefands 
peccata, que ſun: cum big aliqua quaſi cognatione 
conjuntta, vetant ;, & omnia gue ſunt Legibus 
congruentia ſeduls exequuntur. Herein you ſee 
the ancient faſhion and image of erue Chriſtians, 
who by their lives declared the Law of God to be 
written in their hearts; and adde theiraRions as 
a living gloſſe of the Canons of the Goſpel. Thus 
much of the firſt, a true Chriſtians prompe incli- 


nation. 


CHAP. V. 


Ow to the ſecond Propoſition , That the 
people of God, notwithſtanding their graci- 
ous diſpoſition, may under any Government be 
deprived of their Civill Peace, the free uſe of 


Gods Ordinances, and Common Liberties ; tor as 
| one 
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one faith, the Church if God in this world is like 
the Moon, ſomtimes clear and beautifull, ſomtimes 
full of ſpots, ſomtimes ſull of vertue and power, 
at other times forſaken, and defiled with vice z only 
ber eſtate bereafter ſhall be in glory like the Sunne, 
and remayn alwayes the ſame. The Dragon, 
ſpoken of in the Reyclations, rules and rages in 
the children of men, that drives the Church into 
the Wilderneſſe, where at once ſhe is ſpoiled of 
all her comfortable priviledges, & cnjoyments : 

to which we ſhall ſpeak particulary. 
Firſt, for the deprivation of their externall 
Peace + Chriſt forctold us of a {ellowſhip wich 
him in his ſufferings, and we know that his own 
Apoſties were not exempted from them :; he knew 
their ingenuity to torture his memuers by Ban- 
iſhments, Impriſonments, Corporall Inflitions, 
and to be ſo exquiſite, that he wouldnot promiſe 
then ſo much Peace and Puietneſſe as the rave« 
nous Fox, and wilde Beaſt does uſually enjoy ; 
therfore orders them coFlight in time of Perſecu- 
rion(this being in the infancy of the Church, thae 
by their flight the beames of the Goſpell mighe 
ſpread further) eyen from City to City, Wee 
read how farre the Saints of God under the old 
Church were from Peace, when theyendured ſuch 
varicty of torments. Heb. 11. 36, 37,38. And o- 
thers bad tryall of cruell mockangs and ſcourging«: 
yea moreover, of bonds and impriſonment : they 


were floned, they were ſawn aſunder,nere tempted 
were 
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were /liinewith the FEY 7 0 wandered about 
in ſbeep 5kins, and goat Skins, being deflitute, df- 
fliGed, tormented : of whom the world was not wer- 
. tby: they wandred in deſarts, and in mountaines, 
and in dens and caves of the earth. There is no 
Hiſtory of the Eaſternc, or Weſterne Churches 
chat roo plentifully abounds not with ſuch-like 
examplesz we nced not enquire further then of 
our neighbour Countreys, France, Netherlands, 
Scotland, and our own, who will ſpeake fully- 
to this: and though the Church of God being 
reſtored toa flourithing eſtate, decked withPeace 
and Vnity, hath nor ſo dealt with enemies, 
whoſe cruelcy had deſerved it, bur in meek- 
neſle, love, and fayours, entreated them: yet 
when again they kaye regained their power, no- 
thing would ſatisfy them,- but the blood of 
Saints : not to reckon that inhumane recreation 
che Turk hath taken in the deaths of Chriſtians, 
when he had ſatisfyed his luſt, then his malice 
nor to mencion that cruelty of old,w® in men ex- 
ceeded that in unreaſonable and unſenſible crea- 
tures the miraculous acknowledgements of the 
Creatures, that they were the ſervants of the 
moſt high God, would notconyince, nor abate 
the fury of thoſe mad perſecutors : who when 
the fire would not rake hold on Polycarp, run 
him thorow with their (words, inſomuch that 
his bloud extinguiſht the fire : when che hungry 
beaſts would not faſten upon B/andima, they __ 
G cf 
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her into priſon : But what need we ſpeak of He- 
thens whoſe cruelty hath beene greater to a 
Chriſtian not Idolizing, then to a Iew: we read of 
the intended cruelty of Iuljan the Apoſtar, but 
now he becomes a Hethen in his Rel:gion, and 
worſe then uſually any were in his cruell reſolu. 
tions : We have them that beare themſelves up 
as the only Church of God in this worl4, yer 
we read of cheir infernall plot againſt the Parlia- 
ment of this Nation; their brutiſh ulage of the 
poore Hethen in the Weft- Indies, our Myirian 
perſecution, the Par; fian maſſacre, the Iriſh re. 
bellion, examples unparaleld by Hethens. Let 
us conſider of what Sp:ritthe Arian is, and how 
he hath dealt with the Saints of God, wh-nhe. 
hatch ſaic in the T hrone, and ar the Sterne of 
Common-wealths, they have infl:ted Baniſh- 
ment, Impriſonment, Death ir felfe on them; 
We have them thus delerived by an Hiſtorian : 
Arianiſmus 1otas oriertis Eeelefias Antiochenam, 
Alexandrinam, Conjlantinupoluanam, Hieroſoli. 
mitanam, exvulſis orthodoxts, occupavir, at que 
occidente, ecjetlo in exilium Liberio, Felicem in 
Romanam ſegem ſubjttuuni, Even as Chriſt 
{iffered by all > ations, 10 his members ſuffer by 
by all hand+ in all Nations, 'indet all Govern- 
ments : « harſoever the outward policy of people 


|be,if heir Rulers be bad, the Sainrs of God ſhall 


be diſturbed, and perſecuted 7 therefore we haye 
many compaiiſons betwixt the ungodly of the 
world 


world, and the Sh of God in Scripture: 
amoneſi many, theſcare called Sheep, Vines, the 
other are called Lyons, Oakes of Baſhn, not on- 
ly to fignity the weaknefle of the one and the 
ſtrength of the other, but the contrariecy of their 
diſpolition: ſuch difference hath been from the 
begining, and ſuch dealing ſhailthe Church re- 
cetve from the prevailing ungodly to the end of 
the world. 

Secondly, Asto the deprivall of the purity, 
nay the denyal! of anye. joyment of the Ordinar- 
ces, or exerciſes of Godlineſſe in any part of the 
publique worſhip of God, Ir is to manifeſt how 
{ſadly che Church of God hath travailed herein 
many times, that not only the worſhip it ſelfe 
hath been Ceſtroyed, but the worſhippers like» 
wiſe, that upon the reſtauration of his worſhip, 
God hath undertaken a work almoſt equall co our 
creation to get ſervants. 1/4. 44-3,4,5-1 will pour 
water upon bim that it thirſly, and flouds uponzbe 
dry ground: | will pour my Spirit uponthy ſeed,and 
my bleſfing u'on thine off- ring : andibey ſhall 
fring up as among the graſſe, as willewes by the 
water courſes : one ſball ſay | am the Lords, and 
another ſh.ll call bimſclfe by the name of Jacob - 
and anther ſhall ſubſcribe with his band unto tbe 
Lord, and ſurname himſelfe by the name of Iſrael. 
In Elijabs time there was none left that durſt 
publiquely acknowledge and embrace the Ordi- 
nances of God, infomuch thar the Prophet (who 

G 3 fhould 
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ſhould be beſt ES... the ſervants of 
God) thought they had been all backſliden : the 
ſame Church afterwards makes this her com- 
plaint, Lam. 2. 9g. The Law #4 no more, her Pro- 
pbets alſo finde no viſion fromthe Lord. And the 
Prophet ſpeaks of a company only left in ſecrer, 
thart durſt privately talk of the Name of God, 
Mal. 3. 16. Then they that feared the Lord puke 
often one to another, and the Lord heark and © 
| beard it, and a Bock of remembrance nas mritien 
before him , for them that feared the Lord, and 
eb:s thought upon bis Name. When Conflantine 
the Great ſet upon and encouraged others to the. 
work of Reformation, the mulricude of the Ari- 
ans was objeacd to him , as likely not to bee 
wrought upon, and ſo to hinder the wotk :he an- 
ſwered, Non referre numeram magnum vel par- 
pum, nam Iudzorum Eccleſia in Babylone confli- 
futd, ad tres pueror redatti fuit : it matterd not. 
whether the number ofa Church were few or ma- 
ny,for the viſible Church of the Jewes inBabylen 
was reduced tothree,and we read of no morethar 
withſtood their impious Decrces in publique. 
And beforc his time, in perſecutions of thoſe 
Centuries, we finde that the publique places for 
Worſhip which ſome Hethens rolcrated ( by 
ſome pious Emperors ered; were ſubverted ro 
the very foundatic:; ard the rainterarce cſthe 
Miniilerstherec: ibrafted + and whether man 
or womaii, Military of Civil, Mag ſtrate or Sub- 
x ja 
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je, if accuſed thus, Clrifianus eft, it was con- 
demnation ſufficient : then to fin, was to lives 
to be innocent, was death. If Polycarp would: 
ſwcar and forſwear, revile, and deny Chriſt, he 
ſhould become guiltleſſe, It was a yery ſad and 
grievous ju ig:ent threatned againſt Iſrael, that 
as it ſhould be without a Magiſtracy,ſo without a 
Miniſtry ; and fo far withour, that there ſhould 
not be lett the very form of godlineſſe amongſt 
them; not men that durſt or would ſerve the. 
Lord, though in anerroneous way, if it ſhould 
bear but the leaſt reſemblance of his commanded 
Worſhip : and how fiequent and grieyous the 
complaints of the Church were under this, ler the 
Scripture teſtify, No lefſe was prophieſied by 
Paul concerni::g the Church but then in her 
ſwadling cloathes, and ſucking in the ſoft prin» 
ciples ofReligion, 2 Theſ 2.3,4. Let no man de- 
etlue you, by any means ; for that day ſhall not 
come except there come afalling away firfl, and that 
man of ſinne be revealed, the ſonne of perdition y 
Who opyoſeth and exalteth himſelfe above all. 
that is called God, or that is worſhiped : [0 that 
be as G..1, (itte'h in the Temple of God, ſhewing 
bimſcl'* that be is God : which was nor long. 
cre it was accomplithed; when ſhe began bur ro 
ſircngrhen, and wax beautifull in the eyes of 
the world; even in the dayes of that proud and 
blaſphc:nous Emperor Camus, who let up his own 
Image in v2 Temple of the Jewes, and in all o- 
G43 the. 


| ;$) 
ther Chriſtian tin to be worſhiped: asat 
large and learnedly you may ſee it paraled by 
Grotiut in bunc locum Theſſal. and chronologed 

by faithful Euſebus in Hijt. Ecoleſ, de remp. ſub 

' , Cato. Andofthe ſad condicionof the Church 
in this reſpe&, under a Chriſtian Antichriſt, it 
was propheſied by one to this purpoſe : That 


PwrnaSy ro what the people of God ſhould have,they ſhoutd 

Electi De: 14- Have to themſelves, what underfianding, know- 

TY ay ledge, &c-not dareing to publiſh it to others. Nay 

ent, ut tamen tbe dayes ſhall come (laith the lame author) when 

+m:onoh art neither the ons durſt pune nur the other durft 

ice non PIX. . | . 

ſumunt &c. Ex Vedre him that wowl.4 preach, and to this may 

4 Heb _ all the Churches of God in their (caſon yeeld 

bus non eric h- aMple teſtimonies, ler us but alictle receive ſa« 

citumprzdice- tisfation herein. Euſebuu lib. 5. pag 76.quotes 
rc, 3ut audire , . Es , 

predicancem, an Epiſtle written by the perſecuted Ch: iftians in 

| ' France to the Chriſtian Churches in {jia, and a« 

mongſt other cruelties exerciſed towards them, 

relates this, Non ſolim edeficiis publicis, balne- 

is, & foro nobis interdiftum efl, ſed etramne quiſ- 

quam nofirim uſquam locorum um conſfeftum pro- 

deat, ab ils vetitum: they were not only denied 

their publique places for divine exerciſes, bath« 

ing places for their healths, market places for 

their commerce, but mutual fellowſhip , that 

Chriſtians in no place be found rogether : where. 

by chey could net haye the enjoyment of theleaſt 

Acoſta lib, x, Ordinance, even of godly conference. We find 


Eap, 15, de ,, . . : , 
= Sgt another preſaging to this purpoſe, tha * = 
& 
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later dayes we ſpall finde Miniſters weeping, the $xcerogres ge 
places of divine Worſhip defliroyed, none frequent- mores, por- 
ing ſuch Aſſemblies; and the uſuall exerciſes of ay, uy 
prayers and ſinging of pſalmes neglefted. Wee **,/acras xdes 

, : : "x" | Vacuas, quod 
may with ſerious thoughts conſider what ance non Car qui 
the Churches of the new Teſtament were, and venientadAg- 
what now, not only one, but all of them acre. OO 

. . . . ; vt. - Cl 

Ve may rake a little inſpeAtion into Chronolo- &:p,ulr,tecle- 
ers : ? hi . . iar.:im Mdes 
s and finde {omthing ſpoken to this Nation 1... ny 
of England,* Thar it received the true Light e- liugian ex- 
en upon che near Wn1:\ 'oht + ciao HOW 
af n na - ou _ 85 of the Light 2 yea morum canci; 
after the riſing of the glorions Son of God, and onem nullama 
his ſitting in the higheſt Heavens, is very evi- «y.* 

- To Vide Bernare 
deat: And that ir hadas ſudden, miſerable, and Chrittianogr 
generall c'o:1di''g atterwaids is as evident; and pda: Rob. 

. et, 
that by one thus wri'ing : * in Ang/:a pene tota TY 
fides extintÞ4 eft b:ctempore a Maximmiano : that ,* FINORE 

; - hs Fes em). pag. 
un fer the Government of Max'mimian, the Faith &70 | 06g 
was even utterly extin& : (and if iy memory fayl Pm 294 
me not) he and anather perſecutor rejoyced ex- hes 
ceedingly, that they had rooted out of this Nati- 
on, the Superſ1ic.on of one Jeſur. And again, 
the Church was in the ſame condicion ſub Bdvi. 
no Rege 1n-l:e, when not only the Ordinances 


 && of Chrift were aboliſhr, bur the profeſſion it ſelfe 
& cealed. Not thc leaſt of which but was acted un- 


der ©ucen Mary, who at the firſt had the Ordi- 
nances a 'ul:erated, then the means of knowledg 
rakeirfrom them, anJ ar laſt their perſons carri- 
ed to priſon, and from priſon to the Stake. 

is Whereby 
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W hereby we ſee how the men of this world have 
in all generations dealt with the Church of God 
' * about their ſacred things. 

'* Thirdly, for Honefly and Righteouſneſſe : The 
godly in&ll ages have been the worlds Dung-cart 
ro carry away all their filthy languages and re- 
proaches, to bear their hard uſages and whatſo- 
ever they were pleaſed co lay upon them ; and as 
mongſi them chiefly the Miniſters of the Goſpel : 
bur what the Apoſiles ſpoke of themſelves, -is ap- 
pliable to all the members of Chriſt, x Cor. 4, 
13. Weare made asthe filth of the World, and are 
tbe off ſcouring of all things untothis day. Who 

: ſhould the Diunkard abuſe, and againſt whom 

| ſhould hee vomit his ribaldry, but David? yer 

; haplyhe might be one of the chiefe of the people: 

bur the abjets and baſer ſort of them, vhoſe | 

{ revenge could nor faſten ſooner then on a godly 

man, revile himalſo : ſuch as ſomtimes beg'dar 

the Gates of Job,calnmniate him in his adyerlity, 

forhis integrity. When the countenance of the 
Magiſtrate is turned from good men, his pro- 

tection withdrawn, nay when he aQts againſt them 

as offenders and enemies, the Church hath deep- 

ly ſuffered by the incivilities and diſhoneſt deal- 

ings of their fellow ſubje&s in perſon, name, and 

anne Chris, 8999s We will cxcmplify this a little out of 
252.omncs u- Primitive Hiſtories: Under Decius the perſecu- 
REELS cor, the common people were made the exc- 
5 quis : Chi, Cutioners of the god!y, and if they would not be 


as 


as vileas the vileſt, and fin with the ſt:fulef}, they (fiance mi nve 
were immediatly brought to execution; it was ro fane hee 


ſo dangerous to be ſulpeed a Chriſtian, that «ati recufa- 


Verity, taps ger 


they muſt commit evil to remove ſuſpicion, Bug vj! "4 
we xcad of another Decree before thar, paſſed by in igoun cm: 
Verus againſt Chriſtians, Servitius Paulus being |, 4 nu" 
Pco-Con(ul of Aſia, by occation of wh ch the 2 

rude and vile ſort of people flole 4 juputimes, & pretervi calum- 


way the goods and efiates of Chri- niaorcs, arque adco alienarum 
reruin apperentes x his Ediftis 


flrans in the day time as well as 1n occahoacm nat}, palam nou & 


ebe night, without puniſhmeint of interdiu (urantur &c, Euſcb. 
the offendors, orreſtitution to the bigs CPF PRRT Ss 
offended, they remayning harmlefſe ſufferers un- 

der them. Andleſt they ſhould not bee cruell - 
enough, andbe too much like men, Duoclefian 
procceded yer higher, to yex the Saints of God, 

by delivering them over to the pleaſure of an un- 
ruly arid ungracious multitude: Libera poreflas 
ſayth Euſebws lib. 3. cap. 11. pag. 149. omnibus 
conceſſa eſſet contumelias & penas illus (Chriſtia» 
nis) pro arbutratu inferendi : bt fuſurbus, alu vir- 
gis, llt flagellis, nonnulls loris, multi funibus, 


» 


| eos perculerunt, ee, ſothat when the Magiſtrate 


could not invent how to bee unjuſt and cruell e- 
nough, the wicked peeple muſt have liberty to in- 
fli&t in words or aQions even unto death, what 
cruclties ſoever they pleaſed on them. So mer- 
cileſſe they became, at ſepultura mart yrum cada- 
veribus negata, that whom they judged not wor- 


thy to liye, being dead,. thoughtnot worthy of 
H buriall, 


Cypr,Epiſt.56 
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buriall. And ſureif all perſecutors had become 
ſuch, they would have prevented the execution 
of that ſottiſh malice of the papiſts that ſearched 
the graycs of Saints to burn their bones, whom 
theycould not catch being alive: Who could 
imagine men ſo much deboiſted of reafon, and 
to have made themſclves beaſts to accompliſh Sa- 
ranical fury flaming in them! Nay, their malice 
extended yer further, ro the poor infants of the 
ſervants of Chriſt, (as lately in Ireland likewiſc) 
not as Pharaob, who in the non-age of the Iewith. 
Church, nor as Herod, who in the non-age of the 
Chriſtian Church, in policy for their own ſecu. 
rity, flew the infants, but in meer cruelty, not 
deeming one of cheir poſterity worthy to ſurvive 
their parents, of whom the world was not wor- 
thy. But to theſe may bee applicd the Saying of 
that holy Father and Martyr, /Ztas nes dum ba- 
bilis ad pugnam, idonea extitit ad coronam; ut 


\@pparerot innocentes eſſe, qui propter Clriflum us« 
riumur, infantia innozens ob nomen ejus occiſaefi; 


an age notyer able to weld the lighteſt weapon, 
is fic to wear the heavieſt & moſt glorious crown; 
and that it mightappear that they arc innocent 
that areſlain for Chriſt, innocents, even inno- 
cency it ſelfe mnſt endure for him. And thus 
you ſce what entertainment hath been oiyen tO 
the Saints of God in all ages, you ſee how black 


. the Spouſe of Chriſt is made through thoſe hot 


perſecutions : if. it was neceſſarily pertinent, this 
migh 


þ ; 
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4 
might be expaciated by the Examples of papifts, 
but ler this ſuffice for the ſecond Propoſition, 


CHAP. VL 


Ow to take up the third Propoſition, That 
though a Church ſhould be iript of all thoſe 
glorious Ornaments, and leſt naked to all her 
enemies ; or if the foundations thereof were 
ſhaking, and ſhe in danger ot.loſi1g thoſe happi- 
nefles, yet Prayer is a moſt probable and ſpiritu+ 
ally-rationa!l means co recovec a loſt, & preſerye 
a tottering condicion, even prayer for the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and Government under which in 
preſent the Church hath her being: I fay the pro- 
curement or ſettlement of thoſe bleſſed immuni- 
ties probably may be by prayer : 
Firſt in reſpeR of the Ma- 
giſtrate,for whom wee pray and make 
Secondly, in reſpe& of (our interceſſions. 
| God, to whom 
1 Prayer put up ro God for the happineſle of 
Magiſtrates and their Goyerament, is a probable 
meangg, to procure happineſſe to a Church from 
the Mioitrare, if wee conſider the Magifirate 
himſelfe, who hereby may receive a clear demon- 
ſtration of the nature of their profeſſion, whither 
ie truly tends; ſince that this is cheirpractice, that 
they prey ta the great God of heaven(with whom 
they dare not deal deceirfully) for his ſafety and 
H 2 proſperity 
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proſperity : and to this they are bound' by the 


principles of their Religion, daily both in private 
and publique ſooft as they have opportunity; yea 
although the Magiſtrate ſhould continue his Pcr- 
ſecution againſitt.em for profeſſing the true God: 
Herein I ſay, is a moſt clear evidence of the in- 
tegrity of Chriſtians exhibited to all men, and 
more eſpecially co the Magiſtrate, whereby they 
may the eaſier be induc't to grant thoſe things un- 
ro them, which they know them ſo: ſincerely to 
ſecke as well for the Magiftrates- welfare as 
for their owne. They having no greater peace,tho 
ſurer liberty in Religion, no clearer vindication 
againſt perſonall and private injuries, then what 
their Profeſſion might demand under any Govern 
ment. And though Magiſtrates have ignorantly 
received ſlanders caſt upon their Religion, as ſe. 
dicious, fatious, an enemy to peace, and all 
Lawfull Authority; yet by theſe their ſo ſweet 
diſpoſitions and deportments may the mouths of 
gainſayers be ſtopped, and therebymay the ears 
of Magiſtrats be opend toentertain any reſonablc 
motions for the advancement of their profeſſion, 
and in the mean time to retain good thgwghts 
both of it, and jrs profeſſors. 

Satan of old hath been an accuſer of the bre- 
thren to God, and his inſtruments of old have 
accuſed then to ſuch as are as Gods in this 
world; not only toabate the happineſle of the 
Church, but to draw aclould oyer thedawniogs 
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4 
of their deliyerances, under which they haye fate 
down long in trouble. When Iſraels troubles 
began, there were found enongh to haſten them, 
this is their cry : Pſal. 137. 7: Rate it, raze it 
even tothe foundations thereof. And when troue. 
ble is faln on her, many are ready to lay more 
waight to make her yet more miſerable : theLord 
reproves Edom for this, Obed.12,13,14-But thou 
ſhouldefi nat bave looked on the day of thy brother, 
inthe day that be became a flranger, kc bv ſboul d- 
efl thou bave rejoyced over the children of Iudab in 
the day of their defiruttion : neither ſhouldeſt thou 
bave ſpoken proudly im the day of difireſſe Ec. 
And ithis people bura little raiſe up their heads 
above the waters, for a refreſhment to themſelves 
& others, how ready do they ſtand to knock them 
down; thus they dealtwith Dane and the three 
Children, they beginning bur a little to thake off 
the baſeneſle of their bondage,and co be lifted up 
into the Kings prelence( whereby not only they 
bur the reſt of their brethren might finde come 
forr,) were counter-plotted by ungodly perfons, 


as we read Dan.3.8,9,07'c. by way of Billand Ace 


cuſation concerning their God, and that they 
{l:ighred the King. Andit che Chutch it ſelf begin 
to ſhake off her priſon garments, and climb up 
the dry banks out of the red ſea of her tribulati- 
ons, how many ,and potent adverſaries ſhall thee 
meet withal ! Cyrushe, begins to opena dooretof 
Salvation tothe Lew, but in the dayes of the next 

H:3 King, 
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King, many riſe to ſhut the doore againſi them, 
and that by maliciouſly aſperſing the people: Ez 
144-12, 13. Be it known unto the King, that the 
lewes which came up from thee to us, are come unto 
leruſalem, building that rebelliou and bad Cty; 
which if it be builded, and the wals ſet up again, 
then will they not pay toll, eribute, and cuſtom,EFc 
The grand accuſation layd again Chriſt, was, 
that hee would bec King, and theieby draw in a 
great multitude ro him, not only co diſturb, bux 
to depoſe that preſent Authority, and fo he muſi 
be arraigned and condemned as a Rebell and a 
Traytor, Mark 15 16.&c. The ſame chargewas 
layd againſt the Apotile, as appears by that wiſe 
and moderate anſwer of Gamaliel to the Coun- 
cell, fs 5. And as it appears by Hiſtories, after 
the death of the Apoſtles, the ſame did the Iewes 
inſinuate into Goyernors & Rulers againſt Chri. 
ſtians, wherby many times they were a great oc- 
caſion of their perſecution, And ſo likewiſe did 
their Aftrologers, Diviners, prefiigiatores illo- 
rum femporum,not only draw away the Magiſtrate 
from the Faith, as El[imaz did the Deputy, bue 
inſtigate them to a yiolent perſecution of it; as 
alſo by Apoſtates and other Seducers, 

But the paticut bearing of their rroubles fol- 
lowingupon their accuſers reproaches, and that 
without any reſiſtance, but rather ſubmitting to 
them with all meckneſſe and willingneſle , did 


engape the Saints to love and pray for them, and 
did 


- 47 
did alſo much plead for rhcir juſtification : and 
ſuch was the advice of the Apollle to all Chriſti- 
ans in that condicion, r Pet. 3.9, 10, 11. Not 
rendring evill for evill, or railing for railing : but © 
contrariwiſe bleſſing, knowing that yee are there- 
gnto called,: that ye ſbould inherit a bleſiing. 
For be that will love life and ſee good daies, let 
bim refram bis tongue from evill, and his lips that 
they ſpeak no guile : Let bim eſchew euill, and 
doe good, let bim ſceke peace and enſue tt. And 

not only their patience without the leaft con- 
tempt of Authority, did much vindicate them 
bur ſuch was the inoffenſive courage and ſacred 
pride (of that their condicion) joyned to their 
patience, that many of their enemies were there- 
. by convinced, and became weary in affliging 
them. We read of an Epiſtle ſenap 9'a perſecu- 
ting Emperor by one of his Deputies, 1lls ((cil. 
Chriſtianis) magis in oprarrs eft, ut in crimen ad- 


dutti mortem pro ſuo Deo appetant quam vita frus. cap.11. 


antur, unde ſua wſorum vita boe patto prodita, 
malto majorem clartoremque reportant vittoriam, 
ec. Iris more defirable ro Chriſtians thae they 
being made guilty of this crime of profeſſing 
Chriſt, co kiſſe death than enjoy cheir lives, their 
life ſo loſt brings in a more glorious viory to 
them. And ſurely ſuch as had courage to lay 
down their lives with this chearfulnefle, had as 
much in other wayes to ſpend them; bur their 
cruelty could not force them toa Rebellion, nor 

h | | being 
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being put to a ſtand, would they reſiſt ſo much as 
in opprobrious language. Paul brought before 


Alis323.23,%0%6 , . . 
the High Prieſt, whom ignorantly and inconlt- 


deratly he called the Whited Wall, who indeed 
was bur the image of Authority, his Secular 
power being taken away by the Romans, and his 
Ecclcſiaſtical by Chriſt, yer fitting in the place 
of Iudicature, as a Ruler of his people, muſt nor 
bee taunted and undervalued by an Apoſtle of 
Chriſt: Pauls ſudden checking of himſelfe might 
moſt cleatly convince the Magiitrate, that really 
and intentionally he was not of a contencious 
* and contumacious ſpirit: and mightalſo render 
his Profeſſion (then in queſtion) che more placid 
and peaceable to them in Anthority. 
Moreover, though ſtill they ſhould proceed 

- toſlay theſ:-<imb & innocent Lambs, they can. 
not beat them out of the life of Charity, but e- 
ven upon the Crofle when their enemies hands 
are lifred up againſt them, then the Chriſtians 
voyces and hearts are lifted up ro God for them; 
even then they moſt fincerely and fervently pray 
for them: and what they then breathed our is but 
(as I may ſo ſay) the mens of ſome thouſands of 
prayers formerly put up for them : And mee 
thinks if every Magiſtrate ſhould truly and im- 
partially diſcourſe this in his minde, and rayſe up 
arguments from theſe mens devotions againſt 
their own cruel aQions; if there were but comon 
humanity, or ordinary policy in themz they 
| would 
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ſhould readilyconcede and allow that to the op 
preſſed ſubje, in which the ſubjeR to really la 
bours to preſerve his Magiſtrate. 

T acere liceat, nulla libertas minor 
A Rege petitur oo 

No lefle a freedom can be defired, no leſle res 
turned, than for a people to fit down in ſilence: 
no Magiſtrate can afford leſſe peace rohimwhom 
noneccan force to break it, than to hold his peace, 
and therein to have his peace. Mee thinks the 
Magiſtrate might reaſon his own duty out of the 
ſubjes ; and lure if yet he remain unperſwaded, 
this or nothing will perſwade him: ſoft words 
(and ſo milde ations) mollify wrath, and pacify 
the wrath of Kings. A great King will witneſle 
thisunco us, and from him it isargued byLypfius 
for ſubjcRs to live in quiet even under Tyrants ; 
for the hearts of Magiſtrates are more placed in 
their ſubjefs, than in themſely:s, and they are 
often guided more by the ſubjes Carriage, than 
their own Counſel; the end of Lawes, Gover- 
nors, and all Goyernments, being to make men 
good, that the bad might nor live badly, bur 
the good in peace. When the Magiſtrate ſees 
thy doQtrin, thy conlcience, thy praQtice,carrying 
forth nothing leſle in all thy prayers and inter= 
ceſſions ; when peace is wanting or in danger to 
be loſt, thou conſcienſciouſly and pioully inter. 
cedeſt for it; when thou haſt ir, thou prayſeſi 
God for it, of whom thou haſt received ir, the au. 
[ thor 
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thor of peace. I ſay, agree that will (as 
hee ought) wiſely read his ſubjects much, muſt 
learn by theſe what they are, and be taught from 
what they are, ſo to preſerve them in peace and 
rightcouſneſle, and in Religion leading unto 
both; to which his own reaſon if not his duty 
in all conſcience might direc him. 

2 This is a rational way in reſpec of God, to- 
whom we pray, to obtain theſe things, viz. by. 
praying for the Magiſtrate under whoſe boughs 
wereſtour ſelves, and under whoſe ſhadow we 
finde proteQion : nay, though wee want theſe 
things, yet the way to obtain them under ſuch a 
Magiſtracy is, to pray for that Magiſtracy. 

x In that God is the author of all bleſſings, 
and ſo of theſe, viz. Peace, Godlineſſe, and Ho- 
nefly : ro which end, he is as wel the Direfor as 
the Knower of the hearts and wayes of all men, 
andean as wel (bya ſecret violence on the ſpirits 
ef mcn) keep evill men from doing evill, as by a 

gracious change ſet on 'evill men to doe.good : 
nay, without any ſuch change hee can make a 
Magiſtrate that is naturally feirce, to inſtitute 
Lawes for peace, an Idolater to protea Godli- 
neſſe, an unjuſt Judge to deal juftly, as well as 
make a cruel! man peaceable, a wicked man god- 
ly, or an uorighteous mani honeſt. God makes 
Magiſtrates, and God makes Magilirates good, 
and to becomea bleſſing ro his people: Promo. 


£10n comes not out of the Eaſt or Weſt, buc 


fcom 


D— 


(51) 
from the Lord, as to make Magiſtrates neither 
does Peace come from the Eaftor Weſt, but from 
the Lord through Magiſtrates, whom hee hath 
made the moſt proper means to eſtabliſh or to 
deſtroy theſe bleſſings : they are the clouds that 
God hath made to drop fatneſſe on his own inhe- 
ritance, or becauſe of them it waxes barren and 
deſolate. As by him Kings Reign, ſo by him 
Kings Rule, or Princes decree juflice. Hee turnes 
the Condicions of Great Ones like the wheel, ſud- 
denly placing the nethermoſt part uppermoſt; 
and he changes their bearts like a River, cauſing 
them to run in what chanel hee pleaſes, and to 
whom hee pleaſes. Prov.21.1. The Kings beart 
is inthe band of the Lord, as the Rivers of water, 
be turnethit whitherſoever he will. God caſts the 
hearts of men _.into whar diſpoſicions he pleaſes, 
& when men have made them bad, he makes them 
over again, good. Paul was a man of parts and 
power amongſt the Rabbies, and a man extream- 
ly violent againſt the Church of God, yer on an 
inflant wee finde him as faſt building up the 
Church as he was pulling of ic down. Manaſſeh 
that fed on the lives ef his ſubjeQs, became a 
nurſing Father to them and he that offerd blood 
to Idols, offers tears unto the Lord. Trajan at 
length laid afide his Lions ſkin, and put on the 
Lambs. Maximimus a moſt licencious cruell Ma- 
giſtrate, when God laid his hand of vengeance 
on him, before his death, was reclaimd : tantir 
I 3 miſerits 
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 miſeriis (ſaith ihe Eccleliaſtick Hiſtorian) col: 
{uttans redit ad Deum, perſecutionem in Chriſiia» 
nos ſedat, Templa reedificat, preces pro Imperis 
flat petit z ſiriveing (bur not able to break from 
the power of juſtice ) with his many miſeries, hee 
returns to the Lord, quenches the hire of his per- 
{ccution, not only gives liberty bur contributes 
his own aſſiſtance. to. the re- edification of the 
Chriſiians Temples, for the publique worſhip 
of God, and therein deſires prayers continuall 
to bee more for the happineſle of State and Go. 
yernment: a wonderful change ! ſurc it is by the 
mighty hand of. God: conquering and leading 
captive ſuch high thoughts and prond imagina- 
cions into obedience to himſelfe & his Church : 
by any rational apprehenfion.it could be as little 
judged that this Emperor ſhould:become ſomer- 
cifull, as once that Hazael ſhould become ſo. 
crucil; buthe that can alter the hearts of Princes 
to affli& his people, can as eaſily alter them to 
nouriſh his people, and to take off their bonds : 
And a little further Iwuſt obſerve this miracle, 
in that ſo high & blood-rhirſty an enemy ſhould 
appear ſo tender afriend, that even hee who rui« 
ned:;nen becauſe Chriſtians,ſhould invite all men 
ro bee, Chriſtians, that hee who with ſuch zeal e- 
.reeg. Temples and Altars to his Idols, ſhould 
thragdown his Gods, ſacrifice his Prieſts and 
Falſe- prophets, to their deſtruQtion, as his deJu. 
ders ; and thoſe ſychophanticall fovorites, who. 
; were 
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were the inſtruments - provoake him to this 
perſecution,ſhould be caſt off by him and become 
contemptible. I ſay, this is the Lords doing, 
and it is exceeding wonderfull in ourcares; his 
hand is not yet ſbortned to work ſuch changes, 
nor his eare yet bedvy to reccive the prayers of 
his people to this end. 
2 As hc is able to work. for his Church upon 
theic Rulers, fo he is nigh at hand to do this for 


ſuch as call upon him :- 
promiſes 


His willingneſle Canes Too ks 
appears in ne Seaperien to his people. 
Firſt, in his promiſes : we ſec the Lord (mind» 

ing the happineſſe of his people) hath freely en- 

gaged himſelfe ro procuce ſuch Magiſtrates for 
them,as ſhould yeeld unto them the bleſſed fruits 
of holineſſe and righteouſnes,and accordingly he 
hath given chem ſuch as have been more induſtri- 
ous to obtaine them, then his carcleſſe people 
have been prepared to receive them. I ſhall not 
_ multiply places, but open a few materiall ones, 
whercin the promiſſory right of the Church may 
appear hereto. In generall, the Lord hath pro- 
miſe 1 to give ro his Son a people ouc cf all peo. 

ple, both great and ſmall, which the Word a- 

bundantly teſtifies in its hiſcoricall part ; Pſa/l.2, 

8. 1th of me, and 1 ſhall give thee the Hethen for 

tbine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 

Earth for iby poſſeſſion. And among his Churches 

F'y | ſuch. 
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ſuch as ſhould remain enemies and troublers of 
it, he undertakes to reduce them ad ,5ow Veritas» 
tis & iniywon Eccleſie, to the knowledge of the 
Truth, and a ſubmiſſive acknowledgment of the 
Church ; Behold, 1 will make them of the $ yna- 
gogue of Satan, which ſay they are Iewes and are 
not but doelie, to come and worſhip before thy feet, 
and to know that I have loved thee : theſe promi- 
ſes do much concern the peace of his Church, 
and indifferently reſpe&s Magiſtrates as ſubjeRs; 
bur we ſhall cheifely look after Magiſtrates, and 
ſee how Chriſt hath left them for her good as the 
chiefe partofthe joynture of his Spouſe. We 
ſee a promiſe of refincing, and reſtoring of the 
' Magiſtrates of his people to their priſtine inte- 
gricy, who wereformerly corrupted, and ſo to 
, make them uſefull that were hurtfull: Iſa. r. 25, 
26. And I will turn my hand upon thee, and purely 
purge away thy drofſe, and take away all thy tin. 
And l will refloretby Iudges as at the firſ}, andiby 
Counſellors as at the beginning + afterward thou 
ſhalt be called the City of righteouſneſſe, the faitb- 
full City : but this is the leaſt of the works of 
God in this particular» Iſa. 49. 23. Kings ſball 
betby nurſing fathers,and Ducens thy nurſing mo- 
tbers : they ſhall bow downto thee with their face 
toward the earth, and lick up the duſt of thy feet, 
4 and thou fbalt know that I ap the Lord: for they 
ſhall not be aſbamed that wait for me : and we ſcc 
here that God will haye a Church where never 
any 


any was, he will plant in a barrer. and dry wil- 
derneſſe, whereinhabite cruell and ungodly men; 
yethere the Church ſhall encreaſe beyond its 
bounds, the ſeed of Chriſt ſhall go beyond the: 
ſeed of Abraham,that was as the ſtarres, and ſand 
of the ſea ſhore for number: ver/e20.T be children 
which thou ſhalt bave, after thou baft loft the 0- 
ther, ſhall ſay again in thine cars, The place iu too 
firazgbt for me, give place to me that I may dwoll: 
this ſhall be ro her own aſtoniſhment, and admi- 
ration, both for the number, and the manner of - 
their cncreaſe : verſe 21. Then ſbalt thou ſay in 
ebine heart, who bath begotten me theſe, ſeeing I 
bave loft my children, and m deſolate, a captive, 
and remooying to and fro? and who bath brought 
up theſe? Bebold, I was left alone, theſe where bad 
they beene? then the Lord cells thee who is the 
cheife cauſe hereof, and where and whence the 
Lord will gather thoſe for thee : = 22, Tbut 
ſaith the pr God, behold, 1 will lift up mine 
bind to the Gentiles, and ſet up my flandard to 
the people : and they ſball bring thy ſons in their 
armes, and thy daugbters ſball be carried upon 
their ſhoulders. And then the means he will uſe 
to bring theſe things about, he will make uſe of 
the Magiftrates, who in their care, and love ſhall 
be as fathers and mothers, yet giving honour and 
ſubjeion as children: T hey ſball bow down to- 
; thee, verſe 23. 14.60. we ſee the off ſpring and 
generation of fuch as kaow not a" | 
Fic” 
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of ſuch as knew her, but hated her, were given 
unto her to ſerye her, to repair and ſtrengrthen 
her, ver/c x0. 14- Somuch peace and rightcoul- 
nefſe that there ſhall be neither watch nor ward 
keptamongſi them, verſe 11, Anda great change 
in their outward eſtates, verſe-17. Bue the cauſe 
hereof muſt be in the change of men: God will 
rake in great men to his Church, thorow whom 
theſe bleſſings ſhall be conyeyed to her, verſe 16. 
Thou ſhalt alſo ſuck the milk of the Gentiles, and 
' ſuck the breaſt of Kings, ee. what is it they ſhal 
draw forth out of their breaſts ? their Lawes, 
their Sword, and Strength, even all their power 
and intereſts, for peace and righteouſneſle, 

Bur you will ſay, that this can never be brought 
abour without the deſtruRion of the Antichrifii- 


. - @nenemies of his Church, that have ſpoiled her 


of all theſe bleſſings, and till land betwixc her 
and the enjoyment of them ©: the Lord therefore 
ro remove them hath promiſed to put a Sword 
into the hand of the Magiſtrates, and to ſtirre 
up their ſpirirs unto this work, Revel. 17. 16, 17. 
And the ten Hornes which thou ſaweft upon the 
Beafi they ſball bate the Whore, and make ber d:- 
ſolate, &rc. If we had no more promilcs in the 
whol Word, theſe were ſufficient infallibly to 
binde the Lord to this, and faithfully to preſerve 
the expeQations of his with him : and incced all 
promiſes, but eſpecially thoſe of this nature 


ſhould have theſc ſeverall effeRs on every true 
beleever, 


| beleever,v1iz,. eo transforme us into the likenefſe 
of God in them; to live ſo on them as if in pre 
ſent wee ſhared of them, to ſirengthen us in faith 
and patience towait or him,in hope to rejoyce in 
him, by prayer to ſirive for the accompliſhmenr 
of them, and by our praQices to draw them on- 
ward tous, and toprepare our ſelves for them : 
to conclude this with that of an holy Martyr up- 
on that legacy of Chriſt, lefe to his people, My 
peace 1 leave-with you, ſaith that Chriſt haveing 
left or given to his Church peace in promiſe, 
banc nobis bereditatem Chriſlus dedit, dona omnia 
ſuapolheitationis & premia in pact conſervatione 
promijit. Chriſt hath made us chat beleive heirs 
of this peace, the only heirs of the promiſes of 
peace, and in'the keeping of this he hath lapped 
up all bleſſings ſeryient unto this, and conſe- 
quem hereof. ; 
2 As you ſec the promiſe lies before you, ſo 
we findeby experience the mighty power of pray- 
cr, effeting as great things as theſe promiſes 
containe : {the Saints of God by prayer have e- 
licited the power of God, and ſtirred up the ten- 
der affetions of God, to put forth that power to 
eſtabliſh his people in ſuch bleſſings. Heb. 11.33. 
If Faith in the promiſes can ſubdue Kingdomes, 
cannot the ſame Faith ſubdue the hearts of Kings 
and bring promiſes of as little difficulty to per» 
fetion ? Bur further , you ſhall ſee what way 
prayer hath made into the hearts of Kings, =_ 
K that 
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that God hath NE. graciouſly on their 
ſpirits upon their prayers, than by his judiciall 
hgnes and wonders. We read of that great trou- 
ble and affliction the ſpirit of Nebemiab lay under 
for the ſad eſtate of Hieruſalem, which the King 
his Maſter diſcovers in his countenance, and to 
know the cauſe of which he was very percunory 
and inquiſitive, as you may read Neb. 2. Nebe- 
miab might well acquaint him, bur little hopes 
he had to prevayl, to gain a people out of capti. 
vity, or being delivered, to raiſe meanes to enable 
ſuch beggercly and poore captives to repaire the 
Temple, Hicruſalem, and build their own houſes, 
a work too difficule through its greatneſſe and 
their weakneſle : yer firft Nebemiab ſecks God by 
prayer, verſe 4. So 1 prayed to the God of Heaven. 
Then he prevayles with the King, verſe 5, 6. If 

1t pleaſe the King, &c. The ſame courſe mkes - 
Efter and ſucceeds: the Iewes ace in great danger 
and are all like to periſh, ſhee knowes not what 
courſe to venture upon to ſave them, but that 
which was more dangerous; for to go into the 
Kings preſence was death without the golden 
Scepter ; and if happily ſhe ſcaped that, yet ir 
was an uncertain way, very improbable it was 
thar a woman and a captive too, ſhould upon a 
bare requeſt undo what a great Court Favourite 
had done, and which being executed carried a 
great pretence of emolument and income to the 
Kings Treaſury ; yet/mark the way ſhee takes, 
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Chap. 4.v.16. Go gatber together all the lewes thas 
are in Shuſhan and faft youfor ms : 1 alſo & mine 
will eFc. ſuchas were moſt ready muſt joyne in 
this duty, they muſt nor delay izs performance 
till all (char were like to ſuffer) ſhould know of it: 
bur firſt they pray for her good ſpeede : and when 
ſhee comes, ſhe findes the heare of of the King as 
ready to receive her, and anſwer her inall her 
deſires, as if her ſoul had beene rranſanimated to 
his body, or had beenc long before prepared for 
her. See then the mighty power of prayer, thar 
prevailes for, the deſtruction of many and po- 
cent enemies, why not for their ſalvation ? does 
not their ſalyation ly in the way of thy prayer as 
wellas their ruine? or is it lefle glory ro God, or 
would it be leſſe comfort to his Church rather co 
ſce then ſaved then ruined? prayer hath wroughr 
favour for the Church in their eyes, andit mighe 
worke favour for them alſo in the Lords eyes g 
and ſure itis, that th1s is, the beſt way. to; make 
them the Churches, for if they, were, the:;Lords: 
they would be his peoples and its farre ſweeter 
to ſuck the milke out of che breaſts of gracious 
Magiſtrates, then wicked, Magiſtrates, . though. 
theirfayours ſhould be all one.; and if praytr be: 
a means whereby! olomon obtains graceforhim- 
ſcife, its a means alſo whereby. a people may ob. 
raine it for the Magiſtrate; wherein they might 
be made, happy in; A free agd xcall cdllationot 
theſe bleſſings on them. 
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3- And herein this gracious ſucceſſe only 
anſwers the Lords own diret1on : he gives usthis 
in command asa mcans to procureany mercy and 
in generall co encourage the neceſſitated to this, 
tells us ofthe power of it. lam.5.16. Theeffeftu- 
all fervent prayer of the righteous avails mu ch. 
Butas to thelſc in particular ; the Lord tels his 
his people how precious his thoughts were to 
them in their captivity, that his minde ſtood co 
their grace' and mercy. ler. 29,11. 1 know the 
tbougbts, es. And the Lord tels them this for 
this end, to put them upon this divine exerciſe 
of prayer, that they might draw out his gracious 
intentions into aQts, verſe 12. then ſhall ye go and 
pray unto me, oc. verie 14. and I will be found 
of you, aud turn away your captivity. And again 
when thoſe thoughts of God ſhall be made mani- 
feſt ro his peoples happineſle, by enclining the 
hearts of cheir oppreſſours to them, even their 
Kings heart, God ſhewes of what temper and 
diſpeſition his people ſhall be, makeing way for 
thoſe metcies. ler.z0.4. Inthoſe dayes and at 
tbat time ſaith the Lord ſball the children of Iſracl 
come, they and the «bildren of [udah together going 
and weeping ; they ſhall go and ſeke the Lord 
their God. We know that the ground of engage- 
ment'to promiſemercy, and of the performance 
| of thoſe promiſes lyes in himſelfe ; the ſame cauſc 
that moved him to make them, excites him to a 
ſpeedy and ſcaſanableaccompliſhment of them : 
a {01 J\is 7 
- yet 


| (61) 
yet the Lord draws arguments from us, even the 
worke of his grace in us, and the working of that 
graccout of us up to himſelfe, to accelerate the 
worke : in the forementioned promiſe of crown- 
ing his ſpouſe with ſuch an hopefull Magiſtracy 
he gives this reaſon of it 1/a. 29.23. for they ſball 
not be aſhamed that waite for me : firſt they muſt *- 
waite for the glorious appearance of God in ſuch 
!eſfings amongſt his people : againe it muſtbee 
granted, thar this attendance muſt be in his own 
way z for its. not a dead hope, nor an aQivelcſſe 
faith, but ſuchas irrs up the ſoul to earneſt de- 
fires and fervent longings aſſured on the faith- 
fulneſſe and truth-of God in ſuch promiſes : ſuch 
then ſhall not be aſhamed , they ſhall nor waitein 
vaine, their expeQation ſhall: not faile them: 
whereby rhey ſhould repent themſelves of that 
way they have walked in, nor the wicked take oc. 
caſion to reproach them, ſaying, where is their 
God, We meet with another paflage in Peter, 
who moveing the Chriſtians to patience in trou- 
ble, roa true perſuance of Peace, cloſes the exe 
hortation with:this argument. For tbe eyes of the 
Lord are upon the rigbteous and his eares are open 
unto their prayers &crPet.g.12 7 as if the Apo- 
ſtile ſhould inminde us of Gods ſpecial obſerya- 
tion of Chriſtians deportment in ſuch times o 
tryall ; that it be ſuch chac their prayers may find 
acceptance with him, whoſtands ready to receive 
them: nay if we had no greater aſſurance of their 
K 3 certain 
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Lacus, dignus 
admi tti, com - 
men datilif, 
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certain ayailement, then in the text, it was ſuffi. 
cient encouragement tO US, zaaiy Rr x, Siler this 
isa lovely and acceptable thing thus to pray for 
them thatare in Au,hority ; the face of a ſoul is 
comely in Gods eyes thus compleQioned, and 
diſpoſed, aprayer iſſuing from ſuch an affeQi- | 
on comes with great approbation into his pre- 
ſence : here is then a certainety of good ſpeede 
cre wego, wedcſirc in this a thing ſutableco the 
minde of God, which already he harh agreed on 
in himſelfe, and promiſed in his Word to grant 
us; either to give us the Magiſtrate, or to give 
us theſe bleſſings under his government : for ſure 
ſuch qualifications as theſe, of charity, content, 
patience, 8c. which muſt be in a ſoul praying for 
an inimicitious Goyernour,puts great beauty on 
the ſoul, and power unto prayers; rotto make ic 
ſelfe meritorious, but hayeing the charaGter ofhis 


 ownprayers, and wil upon them g Chriſt himſelf 


will own them, take them out of our hands and 
preſent them to his Fatlicr in the bebalfe of his 
oppreſſed members : thus you may conceive the 
probability of this heavenly ordinance ſerying 


unto theſe ends. 


CHAP. VII. 


| 3 there be that beleeve the wayes of God, or 
have had a clear experience hereof, but will 
grant this, and are rcſolved inthe uſe of other 

: meanes 


Wz 
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 meanes, and without the rational appearance of 
ſuch meanes, conſcionably to apply themſelves 
ro this practice. But hereit will bee demanded, 
whether indifferenly for any Power, Authority, 

or Government, under which we live, ought we 

to pray for them in reference to ſuch ends : the 

ends are good, but whether thorow any Magi- 

ſtracy we ought ſo to ſeek for their adminiftraci- 

on, is the queſtion ? and ſo by conſequence whe- 

ther God may make this preſent Government 

ſerviceable hereunto, and wee pray for them in 


reference thereto ? 
To this I anſwer affirmatively, which I ſhall 


endeayour to prove, 

: From the praQtice of particular ſervants of 
God, and the Churches of God in all ages. _ 

2 From ſome plain demonfirative arguments. 

3 By reſolving certain objeQions, that may 
with-hold many conſcientious Chriſtians from 
the practice hereof. | 

1 That it hath been the praftice of the ſervants 
of God (and accordingly to them have the judge- 
ments of many orthodox Divines faln in) ro pray 
for thoſe Governors and Rulers under which they 
lived. The teftimonies of men eminent in the 
| Faith, and in reforming Churches, are no infal- 
lible ground for my faith; bur where I fre they 
accord with certain Scripturall examples, they 
' for thepreſent are a guide to mee, and reſolve. 
thoſe doubts about which I night ſeem ſo anxi- 

\ ousand deſirous of decilion, Ve 
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We finde Abrabam praying for Abimelech,and 
all his family,\chat were Hethens, which hee did 
by Gods ſpecigll direQion; and Hbrabham could 
donoleſſe as a gratefull return of Abimelech his 
kindnefſe to him, and a diſcharge of his duty to 
God: the caſe was thus; Abimelech in his igno- 
rant innocency took Sarah to be his Concubine, 
from Abraham, who would not own her to be his 
wife, and ſo might in the wrong of himſelfe have 
loſt her; who might as well have been ſecured 
from danger, as ſhe was from defilement, had he 
eruſied the Lord : But Abimelecb knowing her 
to be his wife, makes reſtitution of that which he 
injuriouſly (though ignoranely) had taken, here 
is juſtice. Abraham prayes for him, and that the 
wombs of his family might bee opened to bring 
forth encreaſe, becauſe Abimelech had not un- 
cleanly touched that womb. from which ſhould 
ſpring a bleſſing to all Nations. All this is done 
by Gods direQtion z Abimelech gives Abraham his 
wife, Abraham affords Abimelecb his prayers, 
and procures that bleſſing for him without which 
his Kingdom (ſhould hee haye had no enemy) 
would ſoon have been waſted. And had not God 
commanded this, ithad been ne lefſe juſt in Ab1- 
melecb to haye reſtored her, Ind no leſſe cquall 
in Abrahamito have prayed for him: Firſt, as 
having proteQien under him in his pi'grimage ; 
chen kindneſle and juſtice from him chough an 
Hethen : it is more for a Hethen to do fo for a 


b. leever, 
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beleceyer, than for a beleever to pray ſo for him, 
under whoſe power and Government hee lives 
eſpecially for a belceving Prophet. His grand- 
child does no lefle for Pharaoh an Idolater, Gen. 
47-10. lacob bleſſed Pbaraob not only for thole 
civill favours that he and his ſonnes had found in 
his cyes, but as a ſubjets duty, who was now 
come to live under his proteQion; where that he 
mighe live in a bleſſed condicion, it becomes him 
to pray for a bleſſing upon that Prince, or Govers 
nor uncer whom and by whoſe meanes ſuch bleſ- 
ſings were to berecetved. 

Burt ſome will ſay, that theſe holy Patrijarchs 
neceſſities compelled them to ſeek for proteRion 
and proviſion from them, and therefore no leſle 
than all manner of civill \ſubjeRtion was due to 
them : their voluntary and entreated act threw 
them into theſe Princes armes; and humanity it 
ſelſe might draw down their prayers and good 
wiſhes upon theſe Princes heads. , , | 

True; but this may cleatly bee anſwered: vet 
we wi.lgrant you ſo farre, that ſuch as ſcek tor 
Magiſtrates proreQion, and flic to them for 
ſafety, inrcaſon & conſcience ate bound to obey 
and pray for them. Yet let us diligently ſearch 
the Scriptures a little further, and we ſhall finde 
the Saints of Cod praying for ſuch Princes and 
Magiſtrates to v hom they were forced to yecld 
ſubjetion; irfomuch that, they were /laves ra- 
ther thanſwubjetZs; neither did they receive ſuch 

. L £codneſle 
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goodneſſe from them, as might draw out their 
jolemn prayers for them, only the command of 
God which is thus direQed to the people in gene- 
rall, Ier.29.7. Seck the peace, &Fc. Seek, thar is, 
by prayer and praQtice. I know the time of their 
captivity was determined by the Lord, and it was 
to no purpoſe to ſtrive, being againſt the Decree 
of God, which laid ſtronger hands upon them 
than the Tyrants: yet in the mean time they muſt | 
ſeek & endevour after peace, which in that place 
ſhould bee as fully enjoyed as if they had been ar 
home, their wals built up, and no enemy in their 
Countrey : as they continued #n peace, ſo without - 
ſtriving they went out in peace z who elſe might 
have bin lead out of Babylon as their forefathers 
were out of Egypt; only that was a reward of 
their obedient and patient ſuffering, Wee read 
likewiſe that holy Daniel was in this frame, when 
he was prepared for food for the hungry Lyons, 
being cafi off from his Throne into the pit by the 
Decree of the King, as if the greedy grave would 
have been too mercifull, therefore hee muſt bee 
interred in the bellies of Beaſts, that the Sepul- 
chre «i this Prophet might not bee hereafter 
known : and notwithſtanding this continued cru- 
elty ated againſt him, he prayes for the King, 
Dan.4-19. and 6.21. O King, live for ever. This 
Darius was an uſurper of the Perſian and Iewiſh 
Monarchies, to whom bur little obedience by 
right might appear due: how many arguments 


from 


&7) 
from his own TIPS. from his preſent condici- 
on, and his cruell uſurpation,might he have aſlu. 
med, to have entercd him into an eternall curſe : 
but it is impoſſible ro ade praying Dange/ out of 
a praying praQiicez hee prayes for perpetuity of 
years to be added to Darius his aged dayes,bcing 
62 years old when he entred upon his forced Go- 
vernments : And probably if Darius had heard 
Daniels prayer out of his chamber window,fome 
part theteof had been to the ſame purpole as this 
in the pit, which the Prophet as one of the chief. 
eſt preſented to the God of Heayen; for ſuch like 
direQions were ſent to H:;eruſalem, as wee read 
B zruch 1. 11.12. And pray for the life of Nabu- 
cbadnezZ,ar, Efc. which queſtionlefle was nor in 
complement from Dame/ ſent to them, nor in 
policy pefo: med by the brethren ac Hieruſalem, 
they being ſomuch in rhe eyes of cheir enemies, 
Rulers, and others mixt with them in and abour 
that City, and ſo ſubj<R co any intelligenceand 
accuſation thar might bee given in againſt the 
lewes to the Babzlonian King ; bur mcerly from 
_ Principles of picty and conſcience, knowing they 
ow'd no lefſe to their Governors, and ſo oughe 
in reference to God to praiſe him for them, who 
many times ſtirred up their hearts ro ſhew them 
favours, as to pray to him for them, that they 
might receive favours from them ; who together 
bleſled the inſtruments, and blcſled God for 


them. 
L2 To 


bh 
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To theſe we read the care of Chriſt (a naturall 
lew, and who might claim as much priviledge 
and exemption as any) in paying his I ribute to 
the uſurper of the lewiſh Kingdom, being then 
under the Roman ; with what wiſdom he auſwer- 
ed their obje&tions made to entrap him, rhat hee 
might deny their Authority z but till he granted 
Tributedueto them for their maintenance, and 
payd it himſelfe : what we pay to, wee may pray 
ſor, elſe wee do but at that really which wee dare 
not acknowledge in words, which is the leaſt ac- 
knowledgment, the lefſer ſubjeRion. The Apo- 
files are frequent herein, inſtruQting th: Miniſters 
nnder them to prefle, forwards this praftice in 
their dayes, Titus 3. 1. Put them in minde to be 
ſubje&4 to Principalities, &'c. and gives the rea- 
ſon of it, ir being rather the genuine property of 
unbelcevers, unprincipled with graceand good. 
nefſe, to be maliciouſly affeed ro Superiors, (as 


— ſome ſay the fin of the Devil! was before his fall) 


and thence to deſpiſe & refit them, as ſomtimes 
we were that now do beleeve, verſe 3. For we our 
ſelves alſo were ſomimes fooliſh, diſobediem, de. 
ceived, ſerving divers luſ!s and pleaſures, liveing 
im malice and envy, batefull, and batiny one ano- 
ther. 1 Per. 2. 12,13,14- Havrrg your converſa- 
cion hunefl, efc. Rom. 13. 1. Be ſubj. ft untothe 
big her powers, ec. So Jude, not to deffiſe Go- 
Vernment : Where in all Churches they wee ex- 
horted to due ſat jeRion, to innocent converfſa- 

ctlon, 
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tion, toa reverend eſtimation of them, paying 
unto them our dues, theleaſt payment being the 
Tribute of our prayers. Whete the Apoſtles re. 
quire obedience from us to them,not as Hethens 
but as Magiſtrates though Hethens : and they 
that caught us that It z5 better to obey God than 


man ; where their commands contradict one a. 


nother, taught us alſo to obey them for the Lords 
ſake, where their commands oppole nor. 

To theſe wer adde the practices of the Church 
in her primitive purity. Dionyſius that peace- 
maker & deſirer of {lniry 1n the Churchof God, 
in his Apology for Chriſtians under the peſecu. 
tion of Ver thus writes : Nos unam Deum omni- 
um fabricatorem colimus CY Veneramur : 
hbuic etiam fine in'ermiſione pro eorum rejno ut 
firmum &y flabile maneat, preces adbibemug : we 
ſerve & worſhip one God the maker of all things, 
ro whom wee offcr our prayers continually, thac 
their Kingdom and Government might remayn 
firm % ſu:e. Tertullian obſerves thu, in his De- 
fence ot the innacency of the Church in his days, 
Nos pro ſalute Imperarorum Deaum invocamus, — 
precanies ſum ſ. mper pro omnibus Imperat ort- 
bus, Vi am ily prolixam, imperium ſecurum, do- 
mum tutam exercitus fortes, Senatum fidelem, po+ 
pulum prbum, orbem qu-etum, quecungue hum:nis 
& Ceſaru vo'a ſunt - wetall upon Go! for the 
healih of our Empet ors, wee pray continually for 


all our Emperors that they may have along life, 
L 3: a. 


Euſeb.,lib,s. 


cap 37, Anno 
Chriſt 266, 

Eulcb lib, 7, 
caP.10-Pelzz 
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a ſecure dominion, fate houſe, ſtrong armies, a 
faithfull Council, an honeſtpeopic, and a quiet 
Nation; what Ceſar or man can wiſh, wee wiſh 
for them. And hercinto fall the judgments of 
orthodox Expoſitors, and Writers, glorious 
Lights in their generation : to refer you but to 
a few; Peter Martyr.Com. loc. Parew in Rom 13 
Comment. e Apboriſm. Marlor; in 1T im.2. Ge- 
rard. Com. locede alitico, pag. 923, 924. 
Ame. caſ. conſe. lib. 5. c . 25-f-313. Debent pro 
ipfis fingulariter orare, idque ommt genere oratio- 
nu: wee ought principally and in particutar to 
pray for them, (ſpeaking of Magiſtrates) and that 
with all kinde of prayers : praying for me: cies. for 
rhem, interceding in their miſeries, and giving 
thanks for their happinceſſe. Wharſocver theſc 
Cz/ars or Magiſtrates undertook according to 
the minde of God, they with all carneſtneſſe and 
truch of minde, bleſſed z what they cater prized 
contrary to his minde, chey prayed not for; yee 
even then they praycd tor the Magiſtrate himſelf, 
that the Lord would change his minde,divert his 
courſe, and not ſuffer him to ruine himiclte and 
his ſubjets. This wee will cloſe with that of 
learned Zanchy, ſpeaking of Magiſl.ates, and 
therein of evill ones, Ou: ſuum collumn jugs fil'i 
Det ſubjicer, volunt :thoic that will nor ſubn. it to 
the rules and commantds of the Son of God, gru- 
bus majorcm Dei cogntionem, melioremg, mentem 


precamur 4 Deo Parre & a Domino Ieſu Chriſio + 


for 


(7r) | 
for them wee pray of God the Father and his Son 
Chriſt, a larger knowledge of God, and a ſound- 


er minde, 

© Surely this great cloud of witneſſes, theſe ma- 
ny clouds following one another do write , and 
are written for our inſtruction, and leads us into 
the way of this command , That we'pray for all 
that are over us, evenfor all that are in Autho- 
rity; that that power and government might be 
ſo bleſſed of the Lord, that we might /ead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs and boneſly, And 
ifhicherto we have notknown,nor walked in this 
way, let us take the advice of Chriſt to his 


Chnrch, Cant. 1.8. Follow yeethe footfleps of the 
flock. | 
CHAP. VIII. 


Hat we may proceed further to confirm your 
judgement herein, we deſire you impartially 
to weigh what ſucceeds: Ve ought to pray for 
a bleſſiag upon that Government under which 
we live, upon theſe grounds, and in reference to 
theſe ends. | 
1. From the true foundation of all Magiftrati- 
call power, that is, the Power, Commiſſion, and 
Ordinance of God, evenas God himſelf under 
whartform of government foever we live z; or in 
what manner ſoever the Magiſtrate doth diftti- 


bute, and exerciſe his power, the power is noleſs 
of 
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of God. The Poet WP of nature could 
ling, & 5 4% Canis, Kings, and ſo all Magi- 
ſtrates areof God, So in gtnerall doth the Spi- 
Tit of the Lord ſpeak in Paul indifferently, and 
indiſtinly , Ws wv urie & wh ams ©4:d, There i 
not a power unleſs it be of God , which cannot be 
more univerſa], excluſive otnonez which is not 
to be underſtood alone abſtractively of authoricic 
and government, for that is but one and the ſame 
throughout theworld; butalſo of the ſeverall 
forms of government, and adminiſtration of that 
power, that whoſoever it is that doth goyern in 
preſent, and in what manner locver, whether as 
the Emperor df Rome, or uſurper of [u{e42> whe- 
therat Rome, asin an Empirc, or at 4, bens,as in 
a Common wealth ? their power is of God , of 
Gods ordination,conſtitution,and command: its 
not from Satan, nor meerly founded on the belt 
reaſon and policicz tut decreed and ordered 
from above. Therefore writes Grotius upon that 
place, lobn 19. 11. T hou couldefi bave no power 4- 
gainſt me, unleſs thou badſi it from above. Aﬀter 
hisCriticiſm upon Above, 41w33y quod Ou & vLiguy 
Comments thus , Cum autem dicit datum e lycis 
ſuperts , nonillam communem ſigni ficat permiſy19- 
nem, que multa relmquit ordini_naturalt , ſed ex 
graviſrimis cauſes deliberatam rem in conſulio di. 
vino, que omnia impedimenta undiq; moverat. But 
when he ſaich, It 1s given thee jrom above,it ſigni- 
fies not that general permiſſion ofGod that leayes 

many 


| .) ws | 

-many things to the order of nature-('Reaſon; ind 
ordinary ſecond cauſes ) buta thing deliberated'in 
the wiſdom and councel of God - upon 'moſt 
weighty grounds, which removes all hinderances 
| that may ſtand berwixt the perſons and the ella- 

bl:ſhment, and the execution of the powss, Thoitah 
that the abuſive adminiſtration, as well as the un- 
juſt acquiſition 6f power is not of Gods appro» 
bation, and deleRation, bur permithon : yet the 
power and authority is divine onely from God, 
and hath a real preſence of Divinity. ' r. In re- 
ſpe of the Original, and Fountain of govern- 
ment, which onely is in God, as the maker of the 
world, and could onely ordain Adam, orany of 
hisline torule over, or govern his fellow crea 
cures, as Stewards in the Family of God; which 
for the order and beautie of the Uniyerſe, had 
been an inſtitution of God, if man had continued 
in his integrity, and for the ſafety of the Uni- 
verſe, was ſtill conferred on his poſterity, And 
this illuſtrates that in Jude, verſe1t. They run 
the way of Cain , not onely of uncharitab/eneſs 
againithis brother, bur of diſobedience againſt 
his Father, of Rebellion again Adam the domi- 
naror of the earth. 2. In reſpe& ofthis order,and 
Commiſſion in his word , given to man to rule, 
under his hand, We have not there a Catalogue 
of Families and perſons that ſhould ſucceed in 
government; nor have we Prophets now a daies 


{cntfrom God to nominate and annoint our Ru- 
M fe 1 


lars, onely that mans to-rule', and Common. 
wealths to have Magifirates from generation to 
generation. Theretore we muſi diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt what is humane, and what is divine in his 
Ordinance:ina ſitia ſenſe. For the Apoſlle, 
1Pet. 2.13. calls it an Ordinance of man «rSp»riry 
aries, or humane Ordinance : Humanc inreſpe& 
of che perſons that bears this Authority; either 
cledcd by the luffcage of the people, or acqui- 
ring it by the arm of fleſh, or mixt, partly forced, 
partly by way of ſtipulation & Covenant paſſing 
berwixt the Magiſtrate and the people, mutually 
binding, and on the diſſolution of any ſuch Ob- 
ligation: on either party, both remains free; and 
thus man way bee ſaid to be the riſc of govern- 
ment, though God be the head thar feeds all the 
ſprings of it; yet thenext ſpring, the Eleffors, 
appears the head to us, that immediately conyey 
the ſireams of power to ary. Or it is humane in 
reſpeRof the perſon exerciling, the perſons on 
whom it is exerciſed, and the ends for which itis 
excrCiſed : Yet the power into whoſe hands ſoc. 
ver it is committed, and by what means foeyer, 
and however that is cxecuted (God having not 
bound all Nations toone form of government , 
whether Monarchichal, Ariftocratical, or De- 
mocratical ? nor tor thei! jud iciai Lawes to one 
way of adminiſtracion, proyided, That no Law 
oppoſe or hinder che Lord, or any thing thar is 
his, buttaiher advance,and confer eſ}abliſhment 

; ro 


'to his Lawes ) it is of God, and is to be obeyed, 
EZugia 1:9uith © ved river) of pazabpas thats ru Silas, 'Eplpht.2-ys 
ox aa; 3 miley &' &s Oncds eFc. ſaith Epi þ ;z. Col. Gerare. 
nius, All worldly power is-ordained of God, 
which receives the power of the Sword from no | 
6ther but God. That however the ſeveral waics weems 2, vol. 
of goycrnment be left to mans diſcretion, and ſo —o_—_ 
are added or diminiſhed , or wholly altered ac- mndey oe 
cording to that wiſedom applying it ſelf to ſeve. 24 Rom13: 
ralltimes and perſons, yer ſtill the power it ſelf 
remains an ordinance of God. '' | 

And chat this Authacity might have the Divi- 
ner prelſenccein it, Godhath given to the Mini- 
ers thereof his own name, an high dignity to 
his civill Ambaſſadors. Pſal. 82. x. Ihave, &c. 
Which Pſalm as one obſeryes, was written by 4- 
ſapb, from the mouth of God himſelf, who calls 
you Gods, his Vice- God, Jadges for him over his 
people; repreſcnting him, and in ſome reſpeQs, 
_ inferiori , have the ſame ſubjeRivr (as if 
God thould (it chere in perſon, and humane ſhape 
tojudge for us) if they give in charge nothing 
but what is their Maſters minde. Weought to 
Honour Ged with our ſubfiance', who gives us all 
things liberally : and ſo we oughe co ſerve the 
Magiſtrate with it by paying Tribute, who pre- 
ſerves us with our ſubſtance that God hath given 
TER | 
\We pray unto God , wepray for theſe unto 
God; we ought not co blaſpheme the name of the 

2 great 
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great God, ſonotto Joe evill of the Rulers of 
hispcopk. We worſhip God with our bodies 
that are his, ſo we offer 'civill homage with the 
ſame to the Magiſtrats: we lerve God in our fouls 

and ſpirits, ſo we oughtnotto let our thoughts 

or hearts riſe up againtit the Magiſtrates. This we 

ought to,give as a Free-will offering, and yet we 

pay iras amoſt due debr. Vhat Chriſt ſaid, grve 

to Ceſar, the Apoſileas a good Expoſitor, bids 

us render «mn being the ſame word uſed in 

both. We give it then not by way of gratuitie , 

bur ducy : we pay-itgwe rgnder it up from our 

ſelves, as being againſi right to derain it from 

them. . 

Now ſince that- Magiſtrates are Gods' Ordi- 
nances,.and Magiſtrates are his repreſentatives; 
ler us endeavor the confirmation of his Ordi- 
nance ; and honor both.ia mind and perſon, ſuch 
as rightly judge for him: follow his decrees and 
conititutions bypaſſing our votes and ſupplicati- 
ons for them. VV hat Jobs ſaid of a brother to a 
brother, He that lovet bnot whom be bath /een,be- 
ing the ſpirituall image of Chriſt, How ball he 
love bim whom be hath not ſeen? . Chriſt himſclf, 
So of the ſubjeR to the Magiſtrate; He tbat bonorg 
not bimwhom be þatb ſeen, that bears the office, & 
preſence of the Almighty , How ſhall be bonour 
God bimſelf, whom be batb not ſeen? ' 

The ſecond reaſon is drawnirom thoſe ends : 
for which ſucl a {ypreme order” is conflitured o- 
VCTUFe . % Firſt, 
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Firſt, We will begin with the Subordinate 
ends, ſuch as moſtconcerns us. God made us, 
and made us happy, and tobehappy, hethere- 
tore provided means to promote this happineſs, 
But man by his fall made himſelf miſerable; God 
therefore to prevent the preproperating our mi- 
lery, orlelſſen thoſe eyils, into which inevitably 
we have caſt our ſelves, hath appointed means, as 
remedys hereof,even theſe means, viz. Magiſtrats. 
For ſce the ends for which they are conſticuted of 
God, anJ which they ought principally to at- 
tend, Rom. 13.3, 4 For Rulers, &c. Pſal. 82.3. 
4. Defend the poor, &c, and moſt eminently in 
this Text, Pray for them, that under them, you, &c. 
As wearethe Lords people, ſo the Lord hati 
made us their people, and delivered us to them , 
and given to them Divine inſtitutions, even ſuch 
as are neceſſary to the well. being, nay , the being 
of humane Societies. If they abuſe that power 
toſerup their own priuate intereſts, contrary to 
thoſe ends, this is neither trom God, nor natural- 
lyariſes from their power; but from the corrup- 
tion and baſeneſſe of mens ambitious ſpirits, that 
makes uſe of cheir maſters ſayour and talents for 
their own advantage, fecking their own, inſtcad 
of the good of others, 

A Magiſtrate of all men is the leaſt his own, bur 
given unto, and ſera part for the people : he is 
rhe greateſt Servant of all men, and the beſt, if 


uprightin his place; Yet though hede the Ser- 
M3. vant. 
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pant of others in labour, he is the Maſter of o: 
thers in honour, 

God therefore hath appointed them co ſerye us. 
with their bleſſings,or he hath ordained them the 
Pipesand Veffcls through which the Fountain of 
good, conveys his good things to us : or this or= 
der of the preheminency is a civill Stewardſhip, 
in which men are to. deal out the allowances of 
God co the reſi of their fellow Seryants, to pre- 
ſcrve and augment thoſe bleſſings. Since then 
the ends be ſo deſirable, and theineans ſo confi. 
derable, it becomes to make us co ſireng:then and 
make uſe of thoſe means, to pray that the Ste- 
wards may be found faithfull in their Office,that 
theſe Pipes benort broken, or ſiopped; that ſo 
the ſircamof the Common wealth, Juſtice, and 

the fiream of the SanQuary, Godlineſſo and 
Truth, may in apeacefu!ll, ſtill, quiere, and pro- 
per channell run down amongſt us. Therefore, 
beſides their Titles of Authority whereby they 
live over us, and by us, ſo they have their Titles 
of Duty, to ſhew they ſhouldlive for us, and we 
by them. Fatbers, and Motbers, Joſeph was a 
Father indeed, and by his prudentiall care provi. 
ded for his people. Deborab was a Mother in- 
deed, andcarricd her people out ofthe Waters, 
and mirc of eroubles: here we have the true Nur- 
Cing Father and Nurcing Mother : and ſo ſhould 
all others be that Gould feed the opprefled with 
Juſtice, cauſing him to fit under his own Vine, 


. and 


and to cat the fruit of his own labour, feeding the 
Poor by carefull, timely, and ſufficient proviſi- 
ons ; feeding the Righteous by proreQing and 
providing for their Pafiors; defending the Ordi- 
nances, the bread of life in purity : ſure then if 
we be obedient children , expeQing or deſiring 
theſe bleſſings from our Fathers, we ought co 

ray for a bleſſing upon our Fathers. They arc 
called the The foundations oftheearth, the guard 
and Saviour of a Nation, &c. To reckon up and 
apply all, would be tedious, and beyond my pur- 
poſe: onely this, thele names were not impoſed 
upon chem in vain, bur they have their Ene' geti- 
call ſignifi-ancies, teaching them what chey 
ought rods ior us,ard whatwe may expect from 
them : as alſo unto what we ought to ſeck of God 
co enable them; for if they produce not theſe 
bleſſings to us, there is ſome great cauſe in them, 
or us, they being ſo naturally,or Divinely annex*+ 
edro the Office. : 

How heartily do we pray for, and watch over 
ſuch things as we know by experience toe the 
propercauſes of comfortto us, as over our Chil. 
dicn, over the earth we mainage,&c.and if there 
be a failing, a deviating in them, char the channel 
that ſhould afford us ſweet , yeilds nothing bur 
bitter water, and our beſt earth that ſhould bring 
forth pure grain, bears nothing but thorns, weare 
much affeaed with ir, we mourn, wep'ay, and 


beſcech the Lord to diycitihecurſe, Do fo for 
the 
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the Magiſirates of a land, eſpecially for Magi- 
Kratcs labouring and ſtriving to bring forth fruits 
ſuitable to their place, and ro yeild better fruit, 
and more wholefom to the people, then ever any 
laboured before: pray that the Lord would ſur. 
niſh them with wiſdom and ſtrength accordingly; 
either thoumuſt defire mercies of God in che way 
of his means,clſe thou tempteſt God, And if thou 
haſi received ſuch benefits by the Governement 
under which thou liveſt : ungratefull man ! that 
wilc not endeayoura recompence, V12,. of Pray. 
ers afid bleſſings. Debens ulli# ſubmiſſam gratitu- 
dinem, qua benificia illa, quorum particines fatti 
ſunt, ex corumpcteſiate, | ud:unt pro viribus com- 
pen/are, ſaith Ameſ. ib. 5. cap, 20. Pug. 303. We 
owe to Magiſtrates an humble gratitude,v herein 
to our utmoſt power weought inour diitics & 
callings ro ſludy to compenſate thoſc bercefirs, 
whereof by their own power they have made us 
partakers; pray that the ſame good hand may 
reſt upon them, to coutinue the ſaire good to 
US, 

And ifas yet thoſe bleſlings fall ſhort of a mo- 
derate defire and expeRation, pray that they may 
not. Namboc officium non poſſunt prej'are prin- 
cipes niſi a Deodonari, &c. Lanch. 1.8. de mag. 
pag.554. Though theyare ordained 0i Gol tor 
theſe Ends, yer they cannot accomputh r:c!(e 
ends for us, unleſſe the Lord concur with them in 
the adminiſtration of their power, as he 0:d 1n 


! 


- 
(::cle 
£3% 2£ 


(81) 
their ordination, Wee may conclude this with 
that obſervation of learned Mr Weemes, vol. 2 (ib. 
2-C4Þ.13« P4873, ad finem ; The Iewes ſay, Eſts 
orans pro ſalute Regni,, nam ft non eſſet Autboritas 
publica, vir proximum ſuum deglunret, ut piſces 
majores minores : pray for thoſe that are in Au- 
| thority, for if there were no Authority to reſtrain 
oppreflors, then the wicked would devour the 
man that is more righteous than chemſelys, even 
as the great fiſh devour the {maller. Mee thinks 
our own neceſlity ſhould lead us unto this duty, 
when we (ce Magiſtrats contriyeing their Coun- 
' cels ro our wants, wee having ſo many evill per- 
ſons abounding amongſt us. Aquin. 12. qu. 95. 
art. 1.ex Iſod, Fatie ſunt Leges ut earum met 
bumana coerceretur audacia, tutaque ſit inter 1m- 
probs innocentia : If the Laws were for no more 
than theſe ends, that the impudence of impious 
perſ»ns might bee corrected, and the innocent 
might lie 4own in ſafety, they were ſufficient to 
induce us to this Juty: and ſo farre as wee doe 
enjoy theſe, 'ctus be thanktull for them, for with- 
out them we ſhould nor know what was our own. 
They therefore { ſaith Pareus Apboriſc3. preditt.) 
ſeem to bee more neceſſary than our daily bread, 
the aire we breathe in, the Sun we walk by, &c. 
for even theie wee could not comfortably enjoy 
withour them. 
2 The prime and higheſt End is the glory of 
God. Ames. caf. conſ. lib.5.c4Þ.25-)age313- Dee 
N Yerur 
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betar autem hoe off icium, non tantim quia ſubdi- 
torum bonum inipſorum bono, &'c. wee owe not 
only this duty to Magiſtrates, becanſe our good 
is included in their good, but becauſe a ſingular 
price of glory and honor comes to God out of 
the right adminiſtration of their power: When. 
a Magiſtrate is converted, there is not only re- 
joyceing for him as a common linner, and ſingle, 
being ſaved himſelfe, but as one that adds glory 
to the Church, ſtrengthens and comforts many 
that do beleeve, and may bring in many more. to 
the acknowledgment of the ſame, truth. It the 
Lord had not cut off that curſedIulian, into what 
dangerous miſchiefes had hee hnrled the Church 
of God? One Emperor only puls down the pla- 
ccs of publique Meetings, that ſo ſolemnly, dili- 
gently, and preparedly they ſhould not infirut 
one another : ancther takes away thcir publique 
Schools, that ſo their children might not reccive 
humane Learning, and the principles of Religi- 
on : another takes away the means, the outward 
ſupport of all their helps ro Religion and Learn- 
ing, knowing that with it all will in time periſh. 
— Sus enim virturem ampletiitur ipſam, 

Premia ſi tollat? —— ſaith the Poet. 

Such was their ſubcile aQtings with the Church 
of God, in the primitive times, to drawa dark- 
neſle over the truth ro deſtroy theit ſouls, and it 
that will not preyayl, then they deſtroy their per- 
ſons ; and what cyill ſuch a cruell Lion as Nero 

may 
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may do inalitrle fock of Chriſt in aſhore time, 
any may caſt up. Bnt when that unparaleld Con- 
flantine ariſes, what a ſplendent glory breaks 
forth@yer all the Chucches of God! what plea- 
ſant beauty ſetles on the countenances of the god- 
ly ! what prayſes are ſung to God for him ! how 
much is the name of Chriſt advanced by him ! 
Chbriftus in Conſiftorio, Chriſt now fits in the Con- 
ſiſtory Chriſt pronounceeh judgment on the 
Throne : Chriſt ruling, Chriftpreaching. And 
in his time not the moſt infernall mouth durſt o= 
pen againſt the name of Chriſt. Art thou a 
Chrſtian, and wile not pray for this glory, which 
inall places and ages is afvally ecClipſed or cn- 
larged by the Magiſtrate > Thy prayers may cone 
ſerre to the reducing of an erring Magiſtrate, as 
well as ancrring brother: and if this bee of cone 
ſequence, much more is that ; the Apoſtle makes 
ir poſſible, that wee mighe put it into at, Jam. 
ulr. Let bim know that bee which converteth (an 9) 
ſinner from, Ec. but let him know, that he that 
convertsa Magiſtrate by prayer or any other way 
does much more. 

And ſuppoſe thou haſt 'not been idle and un- 
acquainted in theſe meanes ; thou haſt praved 
from time to time, and thy prayers return not 
with thele full and pleaſant fruits ; thy prayers 

o out laden with thebeſt and choiceſt of thy de- 
fires, but they return empty : yet the continu- 
ance in this duty may abate the diſhonor of God. 
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If upon this thy Magiſtrate become not ſo good 
as thou deſifeſt, yet he may not be ſo bad as thou 
feareſt : this may ſtop blaſphemous mouthes , 
check the malignant and impetuous ſlanggrer ; 
nay, hereafter when thou art dead, the memorial 
of thy converſation may work upon and bce as 
Balm unto thy Hearſe, and bea fricnd to the ſur- 
viving Chriſtians. Marlor. in1.Tim.2.v.3. Ce- 
dit in gloriam Religions Chriſtang, imo Domini 
Der nojiri, (6 pacific, manſuete, ac ſedul) Domt- 
nts obſequamur, ſubjetti omnibus in timore Dei,. 
 QF6. this will redownd to the glory of our Chci- 
ſtian Profeſſion, and of our God, if meckly and 
peaceably we endeyour to obey our Rules, for 
being ſubjeR ro theme ſhew by our works thar 
the Lawcs of our good God axe written in our 
hearts, and what thoſe Lawes Cr when from us 
they ſhall glorify God, thar if it pleaſchim to vi- 
fit them with his gracious mercy, enduing them 
with religious and pious hearts, they ſhall ſerve 
and worſhip this God withus ; however in the 
mean while Orationibus noſiris commendati, let 
them bee preſented unto God in our prayers for 
this end: or if itpleaſe the Lord to viſit them in 
anger and with his rod, this may ſadly refle up- 
on their ſpirits, as one cauſe of their puniſhment; 
1 bave bated them that bate loved me, curſed them 
that bleſſed me, oppreſſed them that prayed for me, 
langbed and mocked at them that muurned and 
fafted for me + I baverequited them evill for good, 
| [ 
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I have de ſÞ1ſedtheir good, andiberefore it u juſt 
that this evil ſhould come upon me © an beart thur 
truely ſmitten will preſently ſend forthcryes : Ob, 

let them pray for me ſilk, Ob, that | might live to. 
pray withthem , to return thoſe blefiings 1 bave 
taken fromthem , andto pay that to them in part 
which 1 owe for theirprayers ; mybloud 1utoo lit- 
ile to ſbed for them toprotett them, that ſbed ſuch 
tears for my beavenly protetlion. Ang. if with 
theſe wiſhes and: thoughts they. ſhould breath: 
out theit lives, it would be honour ro God, and 
ſhould be ſufficient comſort to thee, though they - 
ſhould not live ro remunerate thee, 1 Pet. 2, 12. 
Having your converſation boneſt (and thus pious 
likewiſe) among, &'o. verſe 15. for ſoit is the wil, 
&c, that with well doing you may put to ſilence 
the ignorance of fooliſhneſle: and if yer herein 
thou obtaineſt not thy deſire, but they live and 
dyeas wicked and ungodly Magiſtrates as ever 
they were, yet here is thy comfort, thou glorifieſt 
God in performing his own Ordinace; and 
that in hope thou continueſt waiting therein up- 
on his bare word, without the leaſt income ol. 
mercie ſutable to thy endeavour, 

Lailly, thou oughteſt to pray for them, They 
may dejire it of thee: and doubtleſſe it the Magi 
irate be a good man , or ever had the leaſt ac- 
quaintance with God in this his way, he will noe 
ſo much that thou mighteſt acknowledge his Au- 
thoricy , as that he might through faith. and fel+ 

N 3 !owſhip- 
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{owſhip in the ſame _ . be made partakers © 
ſo cffeQual an Ordinance, defire thy ſupplicati- 
ons and interceſſion for him. HezZechiabſends to 
Eſaiab, and in him toall the reſt, 1ſ. 37. 4.Lift up 
thy grayer, &c, So did Eſiber to all her brethren. 
We ſce the Elders of Judab coming to the Pro- 
pher with falſe and hypocritical Spirits to deſire 
his prayer and direQion, ler. 42. 2,3-We beſeech 
thee let our, &c. yet they hada freeand gracious 
anſwer, Verſe 16. If you fill, &c. as if there had 
_ beenmuch goodintended to them, if theyhad 
really intended obedience. 

That wicked and rebcllious people that had 
injured Samnel , yer knowing the cfficacie of 
prayer, comes tohim, r Sam. 12.19. And all the 
People ſaid ro Samuel,8&c. This was Samuels gra- 
cious and milde anſwer, to that ungracious, and 
diſcontented multitude, Ver/e 23. As for me God 
forbid, &c. We finde that Heathen Kings have 
been ſo far convinced of the virtue of this means, 
that they havedeſired it earneſtly, E2r4 6. 10. 


That they may offer, &c. And to this he enga- 
ges them by ſpecial) favours, verſe 8, 9. Not on- 
ly to defray the charges of the Sacrifice, but theex- 
pences of the place of worſbiy it ſelf. Many of their 
Princes, the Eunuch, &c. have come vp to Jeru-. 
ſalem for thisen?, to joyn in worſhip with them. 
We have many examples hereof upon Record, 
and in our owneyes to this day; I ſhall give you 
but one in the Primitiye Church. Maximimus 
tac 
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that cruell and impious perſecutor, on his bed of 
ſickneſle had certain reluQations of Spirit for his 
evill praQiſes, and got up his heart to defire rfre 
prayers of Chriſtians, eyen of rhat remnant yer 
preſerved from the fire, and othertorments : and 
that he might obtain the Chriſtians hearty pray- 
ers for him, did beſtow upon them many liber. 
tics, gifts, &c, w———— Fuſcb.lb.8. cap. 29.p. 
169. Und: Chrifliani bas indulgentia 4 nobis con- 
ceſſa devint debent deo ſus obmxe ſupplicare, pro 
noſir4,pro Reipublice, pro ſui iſorum ſalute , ut 
quovis modo cum publicus rerum flatus integer &y 
mcolumis retineatur, tumipſiin familiis ſuis abſs 
cara & ſolicitudine vitam degant. Having by 
his decree reſtored to them their places of Wor- 
ſhip, Meins, Liberty of profeſſion, ec. Hence, 
ſaith he, The Chriftians being bound by this in- 
dulgence granted by us, ought carneſlly to pray 
unto their God for our health, the health of the 
Common wealth, and theic own, that ſo the com» 
mon condition of affairs being well and fafe, they 
might ſpend their lives in cheir families without 
care and moleſtation. What an unworthy thing 
would it be in us, to deny to anſwer this their de- 
ſire? Where would be that Chriſtian compaſſi- - 
on, and charity ſutable co our profeſſion ? we 
condemn them for notproteRing us, and we de- 
ny to afford them onr prayers to enable them to 
it. We judge the Magiſtrate for his wants, when 
our wants are the greater; I ſay, they arc the 

S preater 
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greater, becauſe they are the caſierly ſupplied ; it 
1s worſe that they ſhould want our prayers (eſpe- 
cially praying for them) then that, we ſhould 
want their countenance, aſſiſtance, maintenance. 
Hypocrites , Heathens have had and merited 
their anſwer of deſires herein, who tended to no. 
thing bur their perſonall ſecurity, and pertieular 
happineſſe: much more ſhould ſuch Magiſtrates, 
who from pious, ſincere, and humble ſpirts, de- 
fire good mens prayers alone, eyen for this end, 
That they might receive Divine influences of 
wiſdom, courage, integritie, &s and outward 
bleſſings , whereby they might cauſe their autho- 
rity and power, truely to ſerve the Church of 
God. 

Thus you ſce how probable the efieR is, how 
reaſonable the performance is. 


CHAP. VII. 


JT comes now in order to diſcuſlethe laſt parti- 

cular promiſed , Viz. The reſolution of fome 
ObjeQions that have ſometirnes ſate upon my 
judgement and conſcience; and the ſame may a- 
bide ſtill upon the mindes of many ſincere, and 
" tender hearts, that dcfire truely and cxaAly ro 
walk according to Goſpel Rule,and to the honor 
of their holy profeſſion z which with all the cane 
dor and freedom of ſpirit I can, I tall labour ac- 
cording to truth to remove; that fo with the 
more | 
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more chearfulneſſe, and leſſe hefitancie , we may 
ſer our ſelves to the conſcionable praQile of this 
Duty. | 
Obie. But ſome will ſay, Oughe we to pray 
for, and to be ſubjeQR ro Hereticall Magiſtrates , 
and ſuchas make uſe of their power to proteR 
Hereticks ? 

Sol. To this Ianſwer, | 

I. Thatifthis be made in reference to this pre- 
ſent Government, and to them that are in emi- 
nent Authority over us, it may upon probable 
grounds be denied that they are ſuch Hereticks; 
for this by experience I can affirm of ſome thac 
have great influence upon the affairs of this Come 
mon wealth as they arc now aRed, aud carried on 
amongſt us. | 

I. That they arc ſound in judgement in the 
Fundamental points of religion , zealous affe- 
Qors of the Ordinances of God inpurity,con- 
ſtance praQtiſers of ſuch Duties, as carries in 
them the power of Godlinefſc, and men of ® 
great and heavenly experience:. 

2. That they are ſadly and deeply affeaed 
with the ſpreading Errors and Hereſfies of 
theſc times, through which there are ſuch nus 
merous diviſions dayly begotten in chat one 
onely Church of God, and do truely reſent 
the departure of good men from the Truth, 
notonelyas the common S';ns, but the heavy 


Judzements of theſe times , from which I am 
| perſwaded 
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perſwaded they wil laboraccording to truth to 
recover this nation, 

3. They aretender over the Orthoadow,and 
thereof eſpecially rhe Minifters of the Goſpel; 
readic to ſupplic their indigencics, ropardon 
their infirmities committed againſt themſelves, 
defirous of nothing more then union with 
themz exccedinglic troubled to be made in- 
Aruments of their aftiition, and the others 
reſtauration. To this their own actions may te- 
Kifle in many , and they ſtill will reftifie- in the 
due honor and preſeryation of learning, and of 
learned men, as a means to diſcover the ſubtil- 
ties of Satan (covered by men of the ableſt 
parts) and to ſtrengthen the truth, to which 
we owe our nobleſtexcellencies, and of which 
at all times, eveninthe Apoſiles times ( when 
there was an immediate effuſion of the ſpirit) 
the Lord made uſe of, as ſerving truly to theſe 
ends. Yet I believe that there be many violen- 
cies offcred againſt them in their eſtates and 
names,of which they in Authoritie are whol] 
ignorant; and believethcir aQions hereafter 
will yet giye a'elearer evidedence unto this. 
Hereby ic may cafily be deſerned what kinde of 
Hercticks they be. 

2. By way of conceſſion, admit the preſent ma- 
giſtrares ſhould be Hereticks, even under their 
government thou oughteſt to live in peace, and 
perteRly ro obey them in all their Ordinances 
that 
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thatare according to the minde of God; and if 
otherwiſe he command thee, reſiſt not, though 
thou obeycſt not : bur in thy place reprove them, 
ſo thar thy reproofs, through ſoundneſs of wiſc- 
dome tend to reformation, andnot toſhame and 
diſturbance. — | | 

1. For we finde not any Magiſtrate ( admit. 
ting he hath the gifts of Goyernment) EXCEp= 
red from Rulc, nor we exempted from due O- 
bedience, and hononr to any Magiſtrate under 
any ſuch qualifica:ion. But the rule runs in ge-« 
neral, ro beſubjetI to the bigber powers, to all 
that are m Autboritie, to every Ordinance of 
man for the Lords Jake. 

2. We finde not anyexample in the Ortho- 
dox, and reformed Churches of God, that þ 
any regular and approved courle, by any una- 
nimous and free conſent, hayc laid aſide, depo- 
ſed, reſified, or fleighted any Magiſtrate , for 
thatReligion he hath profeſſed in the New, or 
Old Teſtament : though we know otherwiſe, 
Religion is the common and general plca for 

| Rebellion , andſo forexculing all aliegiances, 
as we have too many preſidents of .this kinde. 
We finde not any King in Judah Depoſed tor 
Idolatrie , nor the P:ophets and Pricſsreſiſt- 
ing their Authoritie for it, though faithfully , 
and ſharply reprehending them. Nor ftindewe 
any of the Churches of the new Teſiament re- 


fiſting or denying obedience to a Magiſtrate 
"NN becaulc 
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becauſe Heretical, 5 . _2— or backeſlid ing 
from the truth. 

Objef, Good reaſon, for they had not 

Strength. 

Fol. Firſt, None candeny but the Jewes 
had ſufficient ſtrength; they who could irreſiſt- 
ably revolt from Rehoboam the oppreflor , could 
as caſilie have rejeaed his Father, ſecure in che 
arms of his Concubines, and an Idolater. 

Secondly, It is probable that the Primitive 
Chriſtians had power within them to have cfic- 
Qed ſuch a deſign,if they would. For if we ſhould 
reckon thoſe many thouſands that ſuffered ( be« 
ſides thoſe that eſcaped) under one Perſecutor , 
we thould think if they had been embodied (in 
ſo juſt a cauſe as truth alone ) they might haye 
puzled all cheir Tyrants power. And if we fur. 
ther conſider how many Chriſtians were in great 
favour, Courtiers, and attendants to thoſe great 
Princes; many in Offices of great cruſt, Com- 
manders in the field, Governors of Fores, Towns, 
and Caſtles, it would benogreat marvel (if this 
opinion was Evangelical ) to hear of embroil. 
ments, and inſurreRions. 

To give you butan inſtance or two , befides 
what is largelic ſpoken to this by T ertulhian in his 

. Apologice. In initio imveru Valeriani mm o- 
Euſcb.l. yice 9-84 domus ejus pits bom. nibut complebatur , eratque 
AY lane Dei Beelefia. When Valciiin began bi 
tergn, by bouſe was ſo ſiuft wah Godly men, that it 
| appeared 
{ 


the Court of an earthly Prince. Who when their 
Emperor Apoſtatized into thoſe great impieties 

of Tyrannie, and Perſecution, probably had both 
power and opportunitic to have finally cut off 

that wicked Magiſtrate, as Ebud did Ey/on, if 1udg-3: 
they durſt haye reſiſted that power, We mectwith 
going along in the ſame Hiſtoric, another Cor- 
nelius, Marinus a Roman Centurion, who keing 
queſtioned for the faith he profcſlſed, queſtioned 
nottheir Authoritie, neither made uſe of thar 
power and intereſt he had inthe Souldictie (who 
might be Chriſtians for the moſt pare (as that 
Legio fulminatrix was ) or at leaſt affeted to 
Chriſtianitie) for his defence and proteRion, or 

for the ſuppreſſion of that Tyrants wickedneſlc : 

but after he had diſcourſed with Theorecnus , an Fuſtb.c.14. 
holy Biſhop, who preſcated him with a Bible and P'8-'3% 
a Sword , & precepit exillis duobus, quod magis 

efſet ex anim1 ſemenita del:geret : And required 

him ithat whether of ibemtwo be bad rather bave, 

be would chuſe, who without delay threw away bis 
ſword, and with cbear/ulneſſe ſubm.tted bis neck 
tothe Axe. 


Many inſtances of thelike nature might be 
produced out of thoſe ancient Hiſtoriographers, 
and thatmodern, but faithfull & learned French- 
man, Tbuanus: onelie thus far we have the ceſhgi-+ 
es of other Chriſtans in theſe, that though they 


could, yet they would not reſiſt that power they 
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Ker truely, rather to be a Church of God,then 
M 


Be. _—— _ 

either had proteQion from, or proreRed by their 
ſervice; no, not ſo much as tocapitulate with 
them. 

Thirdiic, We anſwer , thar if this ſhould be 
granted,, That we might lawfullic reſift, or with- 
draw our necks from the yoake of obedience to 
a Magiſtrate,becanſe erronious in his judgement, 
or Hereticall, it would open a gapp to a perpetue 
all rebellion, and draw a ſword that ſhould never 
be ſheathed up : for there ſhould never be any in 
 Authoritie, bur he would bean Heretick to ſome 
partic (everic onecſteeming himſelf in the truth) 
though truelie Orthodox in himſc}f: and then 
that Heretick might alſo judgeir lawfull for him 
co reſiſt thar Magiſtrate, or unlawful] ro obey 
him : anda third partic judge ſo of this, and fo 
by ſword and violence one will be alwaics croud- 
ing another out of the ſeat of Authoritic : How 
pernicious this would be 'to religion and come 
mon ſafctic, let any judge. 

Fourthlic, We anſwer, That Hereſlie ina 
Magiſtrate is no ſufficient plea for a SubjeR to 
refiſthis Authoritie, becauſe Heretic is a corriup- 
tion of the perſon, not of the authoritie: he errs 
as a man, not asclothed with Authoritie; heers 
as imperfeR in judgement, knowing but inpart, 
notas a Magiſtratez for an erronious Chri'tian 
may bea juſt and faithfull Magiſtrate : and if hc 
tolerate wicked perſons, and evil workers, it 1s 


contrarieto that end of his power to which by 
God 


(95). 

God he was delegated X viz : for the puniſhment of 
them that are evill: and ithe deſinge his Sword 
againſt holineſs & ruth, he hath the more need of 
our praicrs,and it bchoves us the more carneſilic 
ro implore the God of Heaven rightly to informe 
his judgment, & co dire his heart by his truth,to 
teach his fingers to fight, and his arm to ſway the 
ſword of juſtice for the Lord aganſt all impie- 
ic. 
LASTLY, if this ſhould be granted another 
abſurditie muſi thence neceſſarilic follow : where 
muſtliye the paſſive Chriſtian ? whete ſhould we 
finde a Martyr > If we have libertic to refift an 
Heretical Magiſtrate, then how (hall we leaye all, 

cild up ourlives and goeds for the teſtimonic 
of Chriſt and his Goſpell> A Chriftian ſhould 
go like a Lamb to the ſlaughter, bur it he: reſiſt 
and prevail not, he will go like a wilde Bull taken 
inthe net, and be led to his ſuffering like a Bear to 
the ſtake, truc!y like a Maletator. All thoſe ex- 
| hortations of the Apoſtle, 80 4 parient running of 
the race, to long ſuſf ering, &c. may be expunged 
as Apochryphal : tharcloudof witneſſes may then 
vaniſh away, as unneedfull co guide us. All the 
Saints of God.in the pritnitive daies , when the 
Church was in her gloric, as wellas in her dark+ 
neſs, underfiood nor their Chriſtian priviledges, 
ifthis berrue. And the Goſpell of Chriſt is yer 
imperfet, which amongſt the publications of all 


its glad tidpngs, left unrecorded this immunitic 
| | pu: chaſ=d 
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purchaſed by his _—— bloud. And to what 
end ſhould we haye ſorich a treaſure of ſacredpro- 
miſes, of & Crown of glory, Dominion, Reft, and 
Immortality ; of a Reſurrefion to Chrift , that 
ſbpalljudge the cauſe ofbis Saints, and of pleaſures 
at the rigbt hand of God for ever, mad: tothe perſe-. 
euted, afflifted, patient, well-bearing Cbrifltan ? 
Why ſhould we carve for our ſelves here on 
earth by reſiſtance, and viRorie, if we mean to en- 
Joy our poſſeſſions, and our loſſes returned a 
thouſand fold oyer in heaven for enduring? Ina 
word, if we had ſucha Goſpel libertie (or rather 
an Heatheniſh, or Brutiſh licenciouſnels ) co re- 
fiſt under this notion, all the Doctrine and Ex- 
amples of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, would be to 
none effea. 

 Objeft. But ir will be further enquired, what 
if the Magiſtrate be Tyrann'call, oppreſſive, and 
_ _" wethen to obey him, and pray for - 

im? 
Sol. To this we anſwer. 

Firſe, If ſtill chis refleQ on this preſent Governs 
ment,we ſhallanſwer by Negation. T yranny we 
know confiſts in the irregular, illega), arbitcaric, 
irrationa!l, immoderare, and by-c'1ded cxerciſc 
of powerz theeni being toſatisfic ſome private 
luſe ofthis or their own (that be in Authoritie ) 
as pride, covetize, luxuric, revenge, Cc. and 
nortthe common good. Now both in the way of 
ad:;niniſcration, ang in the portended ends of ir, 
| (rebus 
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(rebus extantibus)) this ſuppoſed Tyranny to my 
apprehenſion breaks not out, which appears up. 
on theſe reaſons, which I ſubmit co the ingenuous 
readers judgement. : 

1 Becauſe theſe (Iſpeak of then that fit at the 
Stern, thoſe underdeck may aſſume more libercy 
. to themſelves unknown to the chiefe-ruling Ma- 
giſtrate) rule and govern by Law. Tyrants love 
not incloſures, to live andadt in their Offces by 
preſcriprt,but to walk in Forreſt paths themſelyes, 
yet to have all things elſe ſubmitted to their 
judgement, regulated by their will; their ſeales 
and countenances muſt determine caſes, diſpoſe 
ol lives and eſtates; ſo that the ſubjet muſt haye 
no other Oracle then ſuch a Magiſtrates mouth, 
and the very Law les locked up inhis breaſt, and 
if he toope lo ftarre as to ordaine lawcs, they are 
to be no boundary to a tyrant,but an hedge to his 
people,in witch there muſt be left ſuch gappsand 
paſſages that he may act beyond, beſide them; or 
elſe tread them downe at' pleaſure by vertue of a 
ſupereminent prerogative overtopping all Law 
and Reaſon, 

Now this is apparent to any impartiall appre- 
henſion; Thar ſuch as chiefly rule in this preſent 
Covernment, live ot, atnotr, gOVernnort thus : 
they have embarqued themlelves in the common 
Bottom with the 1ubjeR, yeeld up theimſelyes and 
all theirs to the triall of the ſam: Law by which 


che mcanelt ſubject is tried : and i; icbe tyranny 
FP in 
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in this preſent exigence of time, to tax & onerate 
the ſubjeR with new Impofirions, 1 ſay, if this be 
oppreſſion, they are then Tyrants and oppreflors 
of themſelves, and their own friends and tenants, 
being no wayes free themſelves from them or any 
other burdens : and how irrational this 1s to any 
wiſe man, that men ſhould adviſedly oppreſle 
themſelves, all may judge. Ihe concluſion is, 
they aQ by Law, live under that Law in equall 
capacity with the meaneſ}, which is no tyranni- 
cal Adminiftracion. 

And to this we may add,that if any Law ſwel 
above the Liberty of the SubjeR, or their privi. 
ledges, they are ready co entertain any informa- 
cion or motion to corre, or repeal (where a 
correQion will not ſuffice) that Law : and ſo like- 
wiſe to enlarge any Law that may make for the 
happineſle and freedom of the ſubjeR in general: 
this many can aſlure of them in power, and all 
may know, that this hath no ſhew of Tyranny. 

2 We muſt know, thata Parliament beng the 
Supream Autbority of this Nation, (according ro 
Mr.Pryn, &'c.) and inciuding alone the Legiſla- 
tive power, into whoſe hands by free and unani- 
mous ſuffrage upon ſerious del:beration the peo. 
ple haye commiricd their Liberties, Liyes, and 
Eflates ; I ſay, they ating in Parliament upon 
the interefi of the people, and in reference to the 
common welfare, according to their judgement, 
(to which all our National affaires are comitted) 
cannot 
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cannot be ſaid in reaſon or conſcience, to rnle 
tyrannically over the people. 

As to their ENDS, I amnot able to reatch 
them;bur muſt leaue thac to him for to judge, 
whoſe nature aud prerogatiue it is to ſcarch the 
hearts and try the reines,to weigh mens aRions, 
& to judg according to'mens thoughts: if their 
ends be cyill,& corrupt, GOD in time will finde 
them our, blaſt their enterpriſes & ouerthrow 
them inthe makeing up their Ends: When they 
have puniſhed others, God will rtake'them into 
his own hands,orcreate an unexpected ſcourge to 
puniſh them alſo. Burin the mean while, this I 
canatfirm of ſome chief Rulers, that they minde 
the publique affaires more then their own,and ac- 
count it their being, to be ſpent for the Common 
Good. Tit they defire not revenge, thirſt not af- 
ter blou4 , but could let tears fall upon the 
wounds ot their enemies: through patience and 
may ſpeciall fayours ated towards the Godly, 
| (as yerdiſſenting frem them) they would therby 
make them their Debtors, and it it were pol- 
ſible bring them into one Fellowſhip. That they 
hate Bribes ; and in time it will be manifeſt, that 
chey will effetuallie promoteand ſettle Religion 
in its pu-itic and unitie, according to the word of 
God, and religi »us policie according With the 
word of God: and advance itlikewiſe by all 0. 
ther externall mcans that may properly conduce 
roit, And that through their means, the multi- 

£2 d- 
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tude of Errors ſhall receive a total rout, and' 
Truth ride in triumph. Of this we may affure- 
our ſclves, if we may credit their perſonal praQti- 
ſcs, their afteQionate, (and I hope lincere ) ap- 
pcals to God both in private, and publick; their 
ſolemn promiſes, and reſolutions; their appeales 
to man upon their appeals to God, where in cha- 
ritie ] am bound to receive ſuch thoughts of them 
that ſuch are carried off from Tyrannical ends, & 

intentions. 

Secondly, But admit the worſt, ſubſcribe tothe 
clamour,T hat they att T yrannically,endeavor to 
ſet up their own uutereſis, ends, and fattrons ,. yet 
that does no1 diſoblige us from this our ſubjects 
dutice 

x. If Hereſie and Idolatric are not ſuſficient* 
grounds to diſ-authorize, and diſ-office a Magi- 
ſtrate, then Tyrannic end oppreſſion me thinks 
ſhould not, De jure, Diſoblige a people from 
their Dutic, 

2+ Tyrannic is an evill of a perſon in pow- 
er, making uſc of that preſent power to bring 

forth andeſiabliſh the eyil thoughts, and baſe af- 
feRtions of his ſpirir : which power,it rightly ad- 
miniftred, wonld overthrow Tyrannie and op- 
preſſion ſo that durante officio , we owe obedi- 
ence to him, Viz, his power,thovgh he ac con- 
trarie to theends of it. . 
3- We muſt cxamine, whether that Ty- 
rannicbenotintheextravigant uſes of a limited: 
power 


'$ 1 
power, bounded in by Oaths, Laws, Covenants, 
and ſolemn Stipulacory as, contracted be- 
rwixt the Magiſtrate and the Subjes, orno, If 
it be an abuſe of ſuch 2 power,which he only hath 
reccived in truſt, and ſoliable to account for the 
mannagemernt of ir, he may be reliſted by way of 
defence to prevent the utmoſt execution of his _ 
unguided will, leaſt he ſhould deſtroy himſelf, 
and them from whom, and for whom he hath re- 
ceived his power, (ſo that they chat a herein, 
thar examine and judge herein, be men in juſt au- 
thoritie)and if {e prove incorrigible,and irredu- 
cib.c to ataccording to his Legal and intruſted 
power, he may be lyable to ſentence,and ſtripped 


of his power. | 
The conditions on which the Subje& ſets up a 


' power and Authoritic over himſelf 'ought to be 


performed, though to his flayerie and ruin, as in 
the caſe of Saul : bur if the SubjeR doth faith. 
fully perform his duty, and the Magiſtrate fail, 
(and that wilfully ) ia the performance of his: 
condirionated dutie, then the next ſ1bordinate 
Magittrates are bound by the Law of God and 
nature, to defend thoſe ſubjeRs from oppreflion, 
and to require an account of the truſt of the ſupe- 
riour Magiſtrates. If the ſuperiour Magiſtrate 
ſin alone agaiaſt God in the execution of his Ot- 
fice, to Godalone he is accountable : bur if he 
be a Magiltrate entering upon his Government | 


in cruſt, and upon conditions, he ſtands reſponſi-. 
. F3 ble 


f 
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- ble to them,to whom theſe conditionsare made, 
or to them whom they appoint to require, exa- 
mine, and determine according to the truſt reps. 
ſed in him; which muſt beby men noble and wor- 
thy, inveſted with a truc and rightfull power, | 
4. A great cauſe of your raſh condemnations, 
and exclamations againſt this poweras Tyranni- 
cal, is from thoſe unuſual and cxtraordinarie im- 
poſitions of Taxes. But know, that as a good 
Magiſtrate will not impoſe unneceſſary burthens, 
ſo the good ſubjeR will take heed of wrouging 
his ſuperior, by calling that unjuſt and Tyranni- 
call, unto which the common neceſſity compels 
him. That which trends to the preſervation of 
the whole, is not T yrannical, though ſometimes 
Irregular : and that ſupream Authoritie cannot 
a@ illegally, that hath power to alter,aboliſhand 

conſtitute Laws. 

When the Magiſtrate ſees the whole in great 
danger ( nay, when a ſubordinate Magiſtrat per- 
ccivesapartina deſperate eſtate on a ſuddain ) 
itis then lawſull for him to proceed in the execu- 
tion of his place againſt Law, & to uſe any means 
rothat end, and not to ſtay for the ordering of 
thoſe means by Law, tillall beryined : ſo iris 
lawſullto infringe ſome of the Subjes Liber- 
ties, to repair and maintain the reſt of his Liber- 
LiCS> 

I know ſuch ations work much againſl the 
ſpirits of thic wealthy and covetous SubjeA, who 


mindes 
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mindes his own profit — then the publicks, &- 
looks no further after the buſineſs of others, then 

he can work into his own : and therefore calls 

upon the Superiors ſor Juflice, Jufiice, Protetts- 

on, Peace: and the leaſt Prevarication (though ir 

belongs not co him to cenſure) will ſpeedily o+- 

pen his mouth to cry out, Oppreſſion | and Ty- 

ranne! But take heed; while the Magiſtrate is 

Mintfler Dei protus hono, repine not at him ſeek. 

ing thy goody condemn hin not for ſuch ations 

as T yrannical,luch ads living no longer then thy: 
abſolute neceſſity informs them. 

5. Atmit thatſuch ations havea reliſh of T y-- 
rannie, yetthen (a wiſcman hath given advice } 
That & dull bumor in the Subjef, is better then 4 
ſbarp, and Patience better than a Sword. To fo- 
ſter murmurings in the breaſt (which are bur 
_ preparations for Rebellion, and a Civill Warre) 
ts very dangerous: and our late experiences may 
reach and lead us to a patient ſuffering , rather 
then an impatientrepining,which frequently pre- 
cedes hazardous undertakings. | 

6 And ifthe continuance ot tronbles be ſo great 
(whether rhorow the neceſhiry of the publique or 
no) that they become very ditficule to bee born, 
yet ct us bear them as the ſervants of God did 
under thoſe unreaſonable and cruel Tyrants, Ne- 
ro, Caligula, &fc. and berake our (elves toa ſo- 
lemn ſcarch, and ſerious repentance for ſinne,the 


truce cauſe of all thoſe griefes in all relations, and. 
perſons,, 
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'perſons, that ſo ſuffer; and ifwe be ſincere there- 
in,wherc in perſons or eſ}ates we ſhall ſinde pliin 
and ſuthcient cauſe prevencing thoſe troubles : 
which in the beſt ſence muſt be affliions inticged 
to prevent worſe, as we let blood to preyent 
bloody-fluxes, Feavers,and ſuch more dangerous 
deſeaſes : as that faithfull Hyſtoriographer re- 
lates, before that long and grievous perſecution 
of Diocleſian , the failings of the Church were 
great. Cum nos pre nmmia quadum licentii in mol- 
[itiem delicatam,& diſſclatum lezmtiem prolapyi, 
cum alij alijs invidere,malediftis inſettari,e>prope 
nos1pft inter nos petulantibus lnguistanquam mus 
{US armis impugnare,Ct.—— Prejides eccltya- 
rum,alter alcerias viresinfirngere C7 C.mmm— un, 
fitta & adumbrata pietatis fpectes, Ec. Then 
fell the Church into the fad time of travel! under 
thar crue]l perſccutor, and hee by defolation pur 
an end to-the Churches divifhons. Ovr actions 
in Church affaires renders the Engliſh of it ; he 
that reads us, will interpret that. While then we 
groan under ourcalamities,let us preſle out ſome 
groans for ſin, let our complaints againſt Supe- 
T1ors be turned againſt our ſelvs, let us water our 
chamber with reares for the diviſions of the 
Church, and for the Magiſtrates alſo, that ſhould 
 re(arcire Ecclefiam dilaceratam, fland in the gap 
and make up our breaches. to this penitence ad 
patience, bear it becauſc fo jnſtv deſerve, fince 
wee have ſiretched forth thc hand to fete: in and 

nuſten 
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haſten theſe troubles upon ove ſelyes, Which car- 
ry upon them the legible characters of our ſins, 
Lam.z.39. Wherfore doth a living man complayn, 
a man for the puniſhrient of bis ſins? why com- 
playn? wiiithac ſatisfy a provoked God ? or wil 
it affe the Magiſtrares ? Calamniando pejores fi- 
unt Principcs : to wrong the Magiftrates by eur 
calumnies, is co make them to wrong us, to juſti- 
ty our calumnies. Can vexatious and unguiet 
complaints affet God? who delights ro ſee us 
meek, and our ſouls poſſeſt and kept with pati- 
ence,and to hearc compaſſionate praiers poured 
forth for our oppreſlors inſtead of diſcontented 
repinings. | 

7. Laftly, Thou lookeſt upon ſuch Tyrants and 
oppreſſors as thy very enemics; thou art a pri- 
vate perſon, & haſtno remedy lefe bur co Petition 
for them ro thy God, and for thy ſelf totbemy and. 
this is thy holy duty. For they commit many e- 
vils in ignorance, oppreſling, and perſecuting 0- 
thers, yer may be veſſels reſerved for mercy, as 
Paul. Our Saviour.tels us, That there w.ll be 
many ſuch blinde Zelots in power ; Seperabunt 
vos cenſure , CF antboritatty vi, 1ob. 16. 2. That 
ſball,&>c. And this did not they, bur with colour 
of picty and authoriry, Chriſt prayed for ſuch, 
both Mugiſtrate and People, that proceeded fo 
high as to pur;im to death, Luk. 23. 34. Father 
forgive Ec. Ie nay be chou chinketl it a l:(le 


matter to pray for their pardon and conaveriion, 
P<ace 


=. (106) : 
© peace and outward happineſle : but ſure the mer-- 
cy is greater,and the grounds are as warrantable 
for this, as that, How much is this diſpoſition 
called for in us by the Lord, ro overcome ther evil 
with our good : Cruelty is overcome by Patience, 
and Tyranny by a quiet inbjcAion; Curſes, by 
Bleſſings, injuries,by well-doings. [ufl:n. in Col- 
log. curs Tryph. Col. Grot. Thus writes of Chri- 
ſtians, wiude x ay ud parar hom Tum; flew 70 410 0g 
7d oventaſyys t, anxvgnts meTy's 9 Day Odd WJ e pray that 
they all repenting may find mercy from that God of 
all men,a pitiful and much merciful Futher,Should 
we lookupon any man, and above ail men, upon 
Magiſtrates to be our enemies, even aboye all 
men we ought to pray for them. Chriſt direQs 
us unto this, as to a practiſe excecding uature, 
anda diſcoverer ofthe excellencie of buGofpel-Do- 
trine, wherein he appears far more glorious then 
any other Teachers, Mat. 5.44,45- But I ſay un- 
to you, loye your enemies, bleſſe them that curſe 
Jon, do good to them that bate you, and pray fer 
ibem which deſpitefully . you, and perſecute you. 
That yee may be the children of your Father which 
#vin Heauen, for he maketh bu Sun to riſe on the 
evil and onthe good, and ſendeth rain on the uf, 
and on the unjuſt, Where we finde an argument 
drawn from aur likeneſſe to God himſe!fe , iato 
which this praQiſc would work 1s : For he indil- 
ferently rains bleſſings on the unjuſt a5 well as 8n 

© the juft: ifthou wile not let thy deſires concurre 
£ wi:h 


on 
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with his providence, if thou wile noe pray for 
blefſings on the unjuſt, God will beſtow them. 
without thy prayers ;zyet though God do it with- 
out thee, and would if thou (hould(t be ſilent, he 
hehath appointed thee to pray, as a means to 
draw out thole bleſlings. 

We ſhall then cloſe up this with chatof S, Hie- 
rom, in Jer. 19. Seck yee the peace of this City , Ut 
fimus non nofiri tantum ſaute contents, ſed imtnico- 
rum quoqy queramu ſaluiem, So l ſay, ſeek the 
peace ofthis Common wealth, and filence thoſe 
reaſonings that may ſtirre you up to the deedsof 
the fleth, that you may not onely be ſatisfied with 
your own, without others happinefle, but that 
you might become infirumentall co ſaye others 


with your ſelves, even your enemies, 
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CHAP. Xx. 


| Yer there remains the two moſt difficule obje- 
Gions, thartlicſo muchin the eyes of many 
ious men , that they cannot ſce their own du- 
tic.,and the things that Lelong to their owne 
PCacc. | 

Some objet agaiiaſt the Lawfulneſle of this 
preſent Authoritie, and therefore owe to them 
no obedience, becauſe they ſaw that they aſſumed 
by violence their authoritieto themſclves, and ſo 
are no leſſe then uſurpers, whom we ought not to 
obey, nor pray for, 

As the other obje&ion refleacd upon the ad- 
minifiration of Government obtained, ſo this que- 
Kions the reception, and ground ofthe Government 
7s ſelfe , ſince it appears to many conſcientious 
Chriſtians to be yiolencly raken, and that by the 
hands ef private perſons, and therefore neither to 
be obeyed, nor prayed tor; For the reſojution of 
which, 

Firſt, We ſhall lay down theſe following pro- 
poſitions to unty the knot it cif, by declaring the 
nature of our former Governinent,and of uſurpa- 
clon. itſelf. s : 

7. To introduce the reſi, 1 ſhall propoſe this 
Obſeryation to any man that is bur ordinarily 

read 
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read in our Engliſh Chronicles. That the former / 
power by which our Kingsreigned , and under 
which our fore- fathers lived, was many times ob- 
tained by uſurpation (the truenatural Heirs eis- 
ther baniſhed, impriſoned, or murthereq by 
them) yer to them they yielded ſubjecion, ang 
ſwore allegiance; and by honour, and other ſc. 
cular preferments, havingengaged certain flatte. 
ring and ambitious ſubjes to them (for, for this 
end theyclaim the Origin of Nobility, and pro- 
prictyin all mens eſtates to beſtow them on ſuch 
Favorites) wha co-engaged multitudes of fim. 
ple ſubjeQs (admifcrs of Perſons and Titles, 
Dependants on their Families and Eſtates (inju- 
riouſly taken from others, ' and given to them or 
abſolute ſlaves to their redundant power ) to. 
maintain with their Lives and Eſtates ſuch 
uſurpers. | 

And hence it was that ſeveral families claiming. 
the right of Succeſſion, at one time have hurried 
the whole Common wealth into Civil broiles, 
and the blinde Sybje& not minding his own ſafe- 
ty , hath ſerved cheſe particular intereſts, and 
been induſtrious toecnſlave himſelfe to their pri- 
vate luſts, 

And che like we read in all Hiſtories of Fore 
reign Nations, both Ch iflian and Heathenifh , 
That the beguiled Subjects through them, have. 
becn lead into ſuch practiſes to the prodigall exe 
pence of Bloud and Fortunes, not carcing for 

| ; QQ'3 them-- 
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themſelves for _—_ Princes were made, but 
onely calculating on all paſſages their Princes 
will, as iffor them they were onely made, And 
hence it hath been that all Nations have had ſo 
many Phocaſes, who by blood have aſcended 
the Royall Throne (affected with outward pomp 
and revenge) whom our Pore-Fathers , as 
well as Forreiners , moſt promptly have fſalured 
as their DreadSopereign,without queſtion of right 
or title. Indeed Treachery, Sword, andall man- 
ner of yiolence have given poſſeſſion to Kings, 
| and by the ſame means have preſeryed it till they 
have been extruded as they entered; I could 
bring ſundry arguments to diſcover this 

Firſt, By their fair pretences for Religion, ſen... 
ding it as the Harbinger to take up the hearts of 
the peoplefor them, which they never practiſed 
in themſelves minded,or loved it inoth-rs, and 
as ſuddenly laid itafide, when by it chiefly they 
have obtained their deſires; and by theſe precexts 
che zelously affecred, andamongſt them,even the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel have ofgen unadyiſedly 
been ready to carry their Enfigns, and to advance 
their Deſigns. 

Secondly , By that Jifſiculty in obtaining any 
indifferent Laws to eſtablith the libertics of the 
Subjects, togive alittle eaſc to their burthens, or 
in ſome ſmall proportion to counterpoize the ſe- 
yerall acts made infayour of particular perſons, 
and Dependencies z and even thoſe dearly 
bought, 


C228) 


bought,and as hardly wrung from them by piece. 


meal. | 

Thirdly, By that ingenuous fubtilty in framing 
Lawes to Vaſſalize the pet ſons and eſtates of the 
people co their Superiors, not inreference to the 
preſervation of the who'e ( to which the Law of 
Nature, as wellas of Nations ſummons us) but 
for the feeding of their Luxuciant practiſes, and? 
ſecuring their oppreſſive commands and: juriſdie 
Qions; not that I grudge thoſe priviledges which 
by Law and right belong to perſons of LZuthorit y 
and Honour beyond the common Subject , bur 
that they ſhould not by their Priviledges endea- 
vour to deſtroy the Subjects liberty: and an hard 
thing it was tofinde alimit to their priviledges , 
when the Subjects liberties were hunted up into a 
narrow corner. Yet ſuch was their blindeneſſe, 
and unſenſiblenefle (through deluſion or cuſtom ) 
that they neyer knew or complained of Tyranny, 
or uſurpation, till this preſent age. 

Secondly, To the Objection ir ſelfe : it is the 
manner oft uſurpers to come with a pretence of 
right, as well as power, by which power they uſe 
t') recoyer that right? theright is by way of inhe« 
ricince and ſucceſſion, lying in a natural deſcent, 


o collateral in marriage, or otherwiſe in Deed P»id. againſt 
and Gift ; for whereas the Gifts of Kingdoms (a © 
I:rge coveratulation of Favourices) have been 2gaviſt 


nn, yet from !uch as have ſolely conquered 
them by ſword; & 25 their t4phe vas fmall oz none 


lo 
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ſo italſo as ſoon periſhed « bur this hath been 
the chicſeſt praQtice of Heathens, or others pro- 
voked to Watrre upon juit grounds, as David, 
Conſtantine, and ſome others. But here we ſpeak 
ro the moſt ſpecious plea of Succeſſion , which , 
whether it be juſtand recall yea orno, yer if once 
actually poſleſi thereof , they will confiim it on 
gheir natural heirs. 

Now in this alteration (called by ſome Vſur- 
pation ) of Goycrnment, theyclaimed no power 
ro themlſelvesas (ingic perſons, by virtue of any 
Hereditaric, and innate Right in themſelves, 
more then inany other, but as publick, and re- 
preſenting perſons in the name of the people, by 
whom they were Eleed, in whom they ſpeak, 
and act, and to whom they are accauntable; and 
having diſparched their buſineſle for the people, 
they return into no greater a capacitic then any 
other Subjecty having the ſam- rule, enjoying 
rhe very ſame Lawes, and Immunities, pertorms 
ing the ſame obedience, having nothing, beyond 
or beſide the meancſt Subjet. Neither do they, 
nor can they perpetuate their Power in them- 
ſclves, by conveying it ro their Poſteritie ( from 
whom they did not receive it, and for whom it 
is coo greatto merit: ) foritimaybe, thatnei- 
the; they, ror any of their Poſteritie may cver be 
Parit4ment men again; but fill remaining inthe 
Pcop.e (whoſe happi:cic in Common, is the 
{ume of all things, rhe cud of all Powers: ) he 


thar 
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that is now of the mcaneſt ranke,throvegh his a- 
bilities and improvements may merit the ſame 
place of Honour for hjs ſcaſon,by the EleQtion of 
the People. 0 

Honour, and Titles of Dignitie , are Heredi. 
raric (yet through tranſgreſſion they alſo may be 
loſt, and their places of Honour too: ) butinno 
wiſc ought any power or places of truſt lineally 
be deſcendent, bur ought to remain in the choice 
of them for whom all power is, and in former a- 
ges hath been ſo to the greareſt Offices i@ this 
Nation; elſe they would juſtly bring upon them. 
ſelves that judgement ( which is the moſt ſaddeſt 
and the moſt deſtruQive of all Temporal judge- 
ments) To bave children, Babes, and Fooles to 
judge and reign over them; which is inevitable if 
power be Hereditarie. 

True, though the Nobilitie of the Land was, 
and is honourable in my cies , eſpecially ſuch as 
have deſerved irfor their great ſervices done for” 
their Countrie, yet of late being created (as they 
call it themſelves) out ofnothing, flood in ſtead 
of nothing to the Common wealth. And being in 
Parliament the Commons chad nor ar gil the 
lcaſt intercſt in them, though created out Vf the 
out of- the Commons ( and therefore difſolvable 
into the fame principles) nay, immediately out of 
the houſe of Commons, who to advance their 
private interefits; mighthave turned all the Com- 


- mons into Barons, & ſo left the whole People de- 
lolate, 


% 
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| folate; end uſuall it was, when Princes found a 
; warthy Patriot of che Peoples Liberties amon 
them, to remove them by Honor, and crooken 

them with preferment. 

3 Much ſirength of argument to prove this 
Alteration an [Ulurpation, in mary mens judge- 
ments lies in this; Becauſc rhe power was tranſ. 
ferd from one partie polleſt of it, and by right 
claiming ir, ro another by the hands of private 
perſons, Vi%: the Army ; who then were bur 
ſerygnts to the Parliament, their Maſters. To 
which may be returned : 

x. Though ſcryants have not a mandative 
power to lay their firiQ injunRions upon their 
Maſters, to a, grant, and exccute things corre- 
ſpondent to their ſervants judgements; yet they 
have a negative power, to teluſe the aQing of 
ſuch things for their Maſters as appear to them 
unlawful: and in duty theyare bound toreftrain' 
their Maſters from ſuch violent and unadviſed 
proſecutions, that will evidently caſt the whole 
both Maſters and ſeryants into inevitable deſiru- 
&ion, if ſtill followed on with induficy and ſuc- 
ceſſe by the ſeryants: and no further do I appre- 
hend they did or ought to. undertake. And' 
though in mavy caſes ſervants are nor fttin 
and competent judges of the Reſults and Deter- 
minations of their Maſters Counſels, yet they 


may and ought to examine aud judge their own - 


actions (cipecially tending to ſuch dangerons & 


dubious; 
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dubious ifſues) and hearken to the rationall ang 
regular dictates of their own conſciences ? and 
men that have been led thorow various and won- 
derfull providences, exerciſed upon the ſame 
Buſfineſſe and Quarrell before, as now at their 
ſecond Enterprizingys, and co men of large expe. 
riences, and ſtill — their cloſe walking 


with God, and obſerving him in his and their 
own wayes, may bee let to ſee further into the 
things to come then others, and may diſcern fur- 
ther into the mmde of God, may have ſtronger 
bonds and eggings of minde, whereby they may 
be able ro inform their Superiors, and to which 
they are bound to yeeld up themlelves, ſo it bee 
upon a godly and rational, conſultation with the 
aſſiſtance of a lawfull power. 

2 Admit flill chere remayn ſome appearance of 
reſiſtance of Authority in them, yet wee know 
that they intended nor. the abolition of the Ag. 
thoricy it ſelfe, which ſtill chey honour, obey,and 
ſand by with all their intereſts: neither did rhey 
ever oppoſe the whol Authority, bur aſſified pare 
of them, partners iu that Authority. And this 
is moſt generally concluded as lawfull, chat if 
lawfull Magiſtrates, though not ſo great nor nu- 
merons, as the reſt, ſhould countenance the ſub+ 
jects, they may oppoſe and correct the exorbi- 
rancics, and riotous extravagancies of the Supe- 
riour Magiſtrates z which yer aſcended nor ſo 


high, the Parliament being the only (upream Au- 
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thoritic of this Nation, in which the ſubject pro- 
peily reſided and appeared; a part of which was 
oppoſed and cjected, of which there was a faire 
preſident of their own, who lately dealt fo with 
the Malignant Partie of the ſame Parliament. 
And to this we may add, that many of them(thus 
called private perſons) have been great inſtru- 
ments in the redeeming of our Liberties, whom 
ſtill it likewiſe concerned to have ſome care in 
preſerving of them, that they did not ungrate- 
fully and negligently caſt away & loſe what God 
had given into their hands : and into this they 
were led by men among themſelves in juſt Autho- 
ritic Civi[as wal as Martiall. We may yet add, 
that there was the meanes of Servants, as petici- 
ons, &c. uſed before the leaft violence was offer- 
ed, which when acted, did not tranſcend the for- 
mer Outrages and countenanced Diſturbances 
of Parliament in the ſame nature, if not worſe : 
which I know cannoc excuſe any faulr, bur others 
calumnics may bee ſtopt by their own condems» 
nacion. 

To conclude this; the Comman Safety of Re- 
lIigion & Liberty is the End ofall Governments, 
nay of all mens Lives, niſi nobis ſolum natis. and 
they cannot bee preſerved without an eſtabliſhr 
Government: and where any form, of Govern- 
ment through the corrnption of private perſons, 
the contracted and encroached priviledges of 
great perſons (through their cuſtomary continu= 

| alice, 


— 


Pe Oy RO I 
CET ILL (7 


SIRE» ae : 


OHA 5. ane OE 
eat: : 


4 ARS fa 


EPR ne ds rg! 


ES ok 3 


nn "ka 


(117) 


ance, or ſubtile ſtealth on blind & ſluggiſh ages) 


have worn away,and caten up the Libetcics of the 
SubieR, and ſtill Rand direQly oppoſite unto ir, 
there may bee a Change and Alteracion of that 
Government, and-no Ulſurpation : So long as 
that Government hath its full Authoritic & Ma- 
jcſtic, ſo long as it layes afide perſonall &-private 
intereſts, and thorow the reall maintenance of 


Godlinefſe, Peace, aud Righteauſneſſe, diſſolves 


it ſelfe into the welfare of the Subje. 

Secondly : Butletusa little nearer cloſe 6 
this Objection, that appears fo forcible, and fall 
under it ; ſhall wee aliule admit the Objection, 
grant the thing, that really they have uſurped the 
power of this preſent Government unto theme 
To yet 

.. We muſt know that it belongs. not to any 
———_ perſon to determine of the right of Go. 
vetnment, nor torequirean account of any Mas 
giſtrate of the grounds of his Rule ic is his goods 
neſs if ke ſatishie private men with the reaſons, & 
his Right therein, ' but it is nor for them to de 
mand thoſe reaſons of him; no not by Petition, 
unlefle they have ſubordinate Magiſtrates to dis 
re them therein , that ſo they may obſerve Or. 
der, and that it many be man'teſt ro the Superiors 
thar this action of theirs, proceeds not from a Ri- 
otons, and Rebellious combination. The great» 


eſt Pica againſt this, is the caſe of Athaltab, who 


was dcp ofed and cxectt (cd by ] Jcekouls : but we 
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know that Jeboida was a publick Perſon , and of - 
greatauthoritic, nearlyallied to, and ProreQor. 
of the ſupream Magiftrate, a Godly and Holy 


man: andthe preſent fa of Fthahab, was her 
evil intentions clearly againſt the judicial Law of 
God, and of that Nation, and was notoriouſly 
known to be Treaſonable , which makes not for 
the Lawfulneffe of private perfons to combine, 
| aR, or affoctatin apy defign againſt them that are 
in Power. 

2. Ir becomes not privare perſons, eſpecial- 
ly MalcfaQors, to demand the right of power of 
Judicacuie, bur ro maintain their innocencie by 
theknown Lawof that Nation, ot if that Law be 


corrupt , then by the incorruptible word of 


God- 

It is therefore in the colleed obſervations of 
Marlor. inKom. 13. Non enim eft poteſ\as, &c, 
DPaumigitur quaretur, cut parendum, noneſt [pe- 
Fandem qual! fit , qui poteflatem exercet , neo 
qno jure vel injuril, qui poteflatem invaſerit,qua- 
reratione eam adminifiret : ſed tantumſipotefiarem 
habeas, fi enim guipoteflate pollet, jam indubit atum 
efl ilumd Deo cum poteflatem accepiſſe, &c> Chri- 
ftian, dof thou ſee the Magrſirate upon the Bench, 
or in any place of judgement , quefiton nov who, or 
whence be i, be bath power, that 19 cert am, & that 
power of God. | 

. Whena Power or Government is eflab'i- 
ſhed, no viſible authorttic lawfull, oppoſing, or 
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diſputing the ſame : it is good for usto yield our- 
ſelves up unto it, to ſtudic the peace of it, topray 
for ir, that undcr it we, &c. Itis ng lelſe danger- 
ous to a mans foul, chen to the people where he 
Z livesto reſiſt it, if he impartiallic examine upon 
7 , what olidgrounds he can doit. 

; Laſtlie, VVhat was ſaid for an Hereticall, for a 
Tyrannicall Magifiratc, may be ſaid for an Intra. 
five, ic is bux Error Perſong, non Officu, The 
Perſon fins, not the Power. The Power was, and 
isgood, and all manner of Goveraments have 
been abuſed, and to them all we owe our dutie, 
under which welive, which is the ſumme in all, 
though diverſly, and by ſeveral adminiſtred. And 
ſureitis, ifwe make appeal to them, as we muſe 
do that lives undec them, we muſt appeal tro God 
for them, tq diret them in all their determinati- 
ons, for the Churches govd,and our own alſo,in 
Ciyil affairs, 

Objeft. Bur ſuppoſe I have ſwarn, robe 

' grue and fartbſul to a Governmens contrary tothe 

under whisb 1 live, ought | then to obcy and pray 

| for that Government I live under? 

| Sol. 1. Certain itis that we ought to make 

| a Conſcience of all our Vows, Promiſes, Oathes 

Covenants,Proteſtations,and Engagements,and 

asſure itis, thache char will ſlzightly, and upon 

calic grounds lay aſide fuch, will as caſily let go a- 

ny ot he Commands of God in his praQiſe, cſpe- 


cially it we made them. upon ſerious conlidera- 
| cions) , 
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S OYVIPY OI... > in the times of our 
neceſſitie ; and have had ſome gracious reſponces | 
according-rd'the occafionall grounds thereof. 1 
And indeed intheir own natute they are Divine- l 
ly Obligatorie, and fits cloſe upon a tender con- 
ſcience; for though we make them coman, and 


about ſome Civilaffairs, yer it is in the preſence 6 
of God tohis creature; and thy brother; and ir is : 
his commandfor thee ro perform all thy Vows. } 
Pſal.15.4. He thay ſweareth, &c. Ectleſ. 5.4,5- : 
Whenthbou voweſt, &c. ; 


2. Yetthere is difference 6fpromiſes made to 
man,'ofman, and of promiſes made tro man - of 
God, in mans ſtead, though thetruth and faith- 
fulneſs of them both ovghe ro be the ſame. For 
1. the promiſes made to God of himſelf, may dif- 
oblige us from promiſes made to man; but no 
promiſes made of man,candiſoblige us from them 
madcto God: and ſo of mixt promiſes, partly 
-of God, and partly of man, where both cannot 
tbe performed,man-muſt be thruſt our firſt. '2.Pro- 
miſes madc ro God, bindes more firmly -to the 
performance of that, which in equitie we ought 
to have performed, had we not promiſed itz bur 
promiſes 'made ro man are oft of ſuch things, 
to the-performance of which, we were free as of 
'our ſelves.” 3. Promiſes made to God bindes for 
eyer (if not in things indifferent, but them made 
to man, bindes not for ever, becauſe firſt in their | 
rclatives there is' corruption. The man bound, 8 
the ; 
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the man towhom he is bound, may deceaſe; and 
Nature ir ſe'f teaches, that Vno ſublato tollitar al- 
tcrum, and relatummnon potefi ſubſifiere fine ſus cor- 
? re/ato one reſative being taken away, ſo is the o- 
b ther in reſpe& of that relation,& obligation: fits 
moritur cum perſona, is true in moral, as well as in 
| Common Law. The Apofilt hath a ftmilieude thae 
p mighc ilſuſtrace this plainly, Rem.7.2. 1/ ye, ee. 
5 the woman which hath an husdand, is bound by 
the Law to her hn4bardſo Tong x5 he liveth; bur if 
the husband be dead, ſhe is louſed from the law & 
bond of her husband. This is the neareft relation , 
chatcan be, ia which there is a certain onenefF, and 
ifon theſe rerms the relations, & all the obligati- 
ons are d:flolvalle, then much more in relarions 
more remove. Againg Secondly,there is a change 
in man himſelf : God is immurable, hecarnor, he 
w:l not d;{oblige any wan from promiſes made to 
the firicier 05ſervance of his wil, but man may : & 
if he that made the covenant or promiſe diſſolve ir, 
is diſſolved, } mean him to whom it way made; 
and by whofc power ir was ira 'e: the reaſon is 
good, he ices no neceſſity of ſuch an obligation to 
him,and it bcivg for his ſake, hs ſ.tety,honor, &c, 
and a burthen ro thevbhged'; the one patty'may 
part w ih by owarigtt, to caſe 21other, Iaramens 
tum prom fſoram quo al juid yromitiine homing, 
fantun itn cjus grat iam dejinit blog ave, ff Us curfa- 
F Gum c'' promt ſum vel remit ai vol t Mar fundamen- 
| gumillud quo mitcbatur. 1meſ.:;1cd.l,z.c.10. T be 
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flanceofan Oath muſt be juſi and poſjible; it ts «ſin 
ro promiſe what 4 not good to be done, or being pre- 
mſed cannot be done, To promile any thing con- 
raty £0 the minde of God, is abſolurcely fintul, & 
from that God does immediatly diſengage thee; 
ro promiſe that thou canſk not do,is by conſe- 
quence a fin, becauſe thou doſt it nor, Somrtimes 
God diſobliges us from the performance: of our 
Promiſes ,when he blocks up our waies by his 
providence, and will not let us perform then., The 
Lord hath clearly appearcd herein tous in his vi- 
fions of providence, wherein he barh not walked 
' obſcurcly under ſecond cauſes , but above 
them, ard made bis own armbare before ut all, and 
be lumſelf flood inthe way againſi the political ends 
of the Covenant Jitterally expreſſed init: & though 
providencesbe notan aflur'd jultification of pre- 
cedent aRions, yet the ſuccſſion of them, & that in 
a more thentordinarie way, have a prophetical De- 
clatation inthem, and in-minde us of the will of 
Godde faturo,that he will eſtabliſh ſuch a governs. 
ment whom he much owns, and will make us that 
laborsin it, ro.underſtand that of Nebucadnezar, 
\ Dan.4q:32.164t the moſl,&&c. Tocloleihis, the: 
main.cnds of the Covenant binds us more firotgs 
ly to the performance of that, which without a 09+ 
Venant we are bound to perform, and toclear us: 
before m:n,&c. and I hope I have greataſſurance. 
(as much as man can have ig man)ithatithe main & 
principal ends thereof, this preſety poper wil bring 
home Unto us. Chai 
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G 1:3} [13 5 
To cruth, that is,the Duty of a Chriſtian ſub- 
je to pray for the Magiſtrate, for that go- 
yernment under which he lives, may haye ics ap- 
plication, | 
1. Tothe ſubjeaQ, whom ic Corretis, Direfs, 
Informs, | 
1 I corre(ts the erroneow, whereoſthe ebiefe ts, , .._ 
=P OR. IG VV HICLp. 
r. The Jeſwited Papiſt, that would have aſu- gen.conr.in, 
pream power in the Pope, the uniyerſal Vicar of 2Y"91-l-1-p.36 
Chriſt over the whole world, to depoſe anden- Mt. 
thron what Magiſtrats he pleaſes, to ſet up a Pho. !cwel&. ; 
644,&c.,as allo to change government at his plea- 
ſure, to cauſe the ſubjeR to withdrawhis due obe. 
dience from the Magiſtrate, & inſtcad of prayin 
for him, Excommunicates,& Curſes him with Bel 
Book, and Candle. He likewiſe aſſumes to himſelf 
the power of Dijudication inall cauſes : denying 
that any Clerk or Perſon in Orders , ſhall appeal 
unto any Magiſtrate but his Ordinary. As the 
Apoſtle exceprs none from Magiſtrates,ſo no ſub» 
je from his dir'y : pray for all men, &c. let Time- | 
thy,%c. all the Church as Ep'cſus, Mimnifter ef peo- Pers, ad.Heas, 
ple ray for þ m. $1 omni antma CF veſira, quis vos piſk, 
exrep'it ab unwverſitate ? fi quo tentant excipereten- 
tat decipere, (ith a Father zif every /oule (muſi be 
pv gt to the bigh-r powers ) then yours alſo , wbo 


bath excepted you from rbu univerſality > berbat 
S 3 would 
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would except you, wonld ſeduce you. 2. The giddy 
Anabaprfi, that would havea parity amongſt all 


Chriſtians, fellow creatures, fellow Chrifitans, and 

fellows inall things, and becauſe free by Chriſt in 

their ſouls, therefore f: ec from all humane obedi- 

ences. VVhat bavetto do with civii Powers and 
Magiſtrates.eFc? ſaith he:nay,le would not have 

a Civil Magiftrate i; a ChrittianCommon wealth. 

Alas man ! what wovuldſt thou do > how wouldſt 
thoudcfend thy ſelf, and gain redreſs for injuries 

aftcd by eviilmen. The very unreaſonable crea- 

rure might argue thee owt of this opinion : but 

thou ſaiſt, that thou wouldſthave all men to live 

by that law which is in them-calas,whar is the Law 

of the thief, the Murtherer, the d:ſhonelt perſon, 

the man whole heart is hardened, and conſcience 

ſearcd up ? and will there be no ſuch in the beſk 
Common wealth > But thou wovldſt not have a 

Chriſtian by any mens take vpen 11m the Office 

_ ofa Magiſtrate. There is moi enced of them ten 

Vid. Aquin'22. any; becauſe there is not ſuch able men,and good 
qrogtirte Chriliians.in that office : ic is, that juſtice is 1cfus 
WellGor,&c, fed , jndgeing mens cauſes by their perſons, and 
not their perſons by cheir cauſes. the Apoſile 

checks the Chriſtian Corimb:ians for this,1 Cor. 6. 

1.Dare any.,%c. ſurcit is that the Sainrs the Apo- 

file ſpoke of, ſo able ioj::dge berwixt brother and 
brother,are very vrecious in theſe our daies;how- 

ever its to be wiſhed there were more,that might 

deſcrve fuller prayers, and lreer obedience from 


the ſubjcR.. Secondly, 
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Secondly, It directs the truly pious, and 
Chriſtian Subject, 

I. In point of Conſcience, thou lookeſt upon 
many in Authority, as really: bale, and unworthy: 
Pcrſons of profane lives, corrapt j.dgements,caſily 
byaſſed,8 onely filling up a place,nay, diſhonouring 
that place; well, thou tayeſt that thoudarit not pur 
up any. requeſt for them, they and their practiſcs 
are ſoabhominable inthe eyes of God, I amaftraid, 
to pray for them is a {inne, at the leaſt a vaine pe- 
tition, Truly, that placeisto be lamented that arc 
ſerved with ſuch Magiſtrates 5 but are they Mag'. 
ſtrates, and ſo bad and unable ? then they have the 
more need of thy prayers ; for want of them they 
are fo bad, it may be. But however in the meane- 
while you muſt diſtinguiſh between the Perfonand 
the Office : the Office addsto tne Perſons, the Per- 
ſonstake not from the Office ; their perſonall-ini- 
quities, or official! corruptions leſſons not their Au- 


thoricy, Power, Superiority, Magiſtracy, but be- 
cauſe of this, thou feare(t leaſt thou ſhouldeſt ſinne in 


praying for them : it is thy duty, and tnou ſinaeſt in 
not praying forthem. Thou haſt a bad Child, a 
bad Father, a bid Miniſter, darſt thou not pray tor 
them becauſe they are ſuch 2 nay pray the more 
conſtantly, and the more fervently, the higher their 
ſinnes cry, the lowder let thy prayers cry the 
worſer that thoudoſt finde them, the"more doe thou 
pitty them. When thou prayeſt for them, thou 
prayeſt not that they might ſucceed in their iniqut- 


tics, but become juſt ; not to proſper and continue 
| © ; in 
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in evill, but to turne from every evill way ; thou 
owneſt nor, but bewaileſt their taults ; thou parca- 
keſt not in their ſine, but waſheſt chy hand,thy con- 
ſcience from it ; and if there be any vertue, any 
grace, any thing-of God in them, of that thou ſh1- 
reſt, in that thou rejoyccſt. | 
Moreover, as I have oft fore-ſpoken, the Apoſtle 
makes no- dittintion of Magiſtrates ; he ſaics nor, 
for ſuch a Magiſtrate thou ſhalt intercede, and for 
ſuch an one thou ſhalt not ; he pointsnot outthe Ma- 
giſtratesin their manners,and qualifications, buc for 
all thatare in Authority we muſt put up all manner 
of prayers; and all Perſons as areto performe this, 
the pooreſt Chriſtian that lives upon the almcs of 
M :giſtrates muſt pay to them the Subſidies of pray- 
ers( granted in the high Court of H-aven,) tothem 
as Magiſtrates: 
' 2, Inaduty, viz. to turne thy prayer into pra- 
ice ; what we fi-c-rely pray for, we ought dili. 
gently tolabour for,uſing our prayers as the watring 
of our endeavours; elſe our prayers will prove a 
Cerideing and tempting the Almighty, Thou that 
_ prayelt for all thatare in Authority, that under them 
- thoumayeſt leadg a quiet, and peaceable life in all 
godlynefle and honeſty, to walke toward the Migi- 
ſtrate,& ſoa in thy place &calling,that thou may- 
eſt lay hold on that for which thou prayeſt, an 
helpe to worke out that peace which thou ſo fer. 
vently dcſircft. Inefficax peiitio eft, cum precatur 
Deum ſterilis oratio; abarren, an idle, anda ſtaryc- 
ing prayer is an ineffeRua)l defire ; 3 naked with is 
no 
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no prayer ; but what thou aRcſt as thouprayeſt law. 
fully,rhou diſcoverit the hcartineſſe and ſincerity of 
thy prayers, and offcreſt a double ſervice unto the 
Link Make uſe thea of ſuch opportunitics 4s are 
in thy hands, anc make them ſubſervienttothe Ma- 
pil rates power ; for let him uſe all his *k:1}, and whet 

is ſword for the procuring hereof, yet ia vaine will 
his endeavours be, without the readineſſe and wi'. 
linznefle of the Subje, who not 'for {laviſh feare 
but tender conſcience, not for mans ſake bur the 
Lords fake, ſhall apply himſclfe to make uſe of his 
direRions, and thereunto make uſe of hisowne inte* 
reſts in family, amorg friends, in all his relations 
publick and private, newn invw, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
ſo follow after and proſecute peace,as ifthou wouldſt 
nereccaſe till thou hadſt overtaken it, Let every 
mantake hisO.re,and with allche might and ſtrength 
he hath row in ſome part of the Ship of this Naton 
topreſerve it from ſinking and ſplitting againſt choſe 
many Rocks that appeare in every paſſage of this 
Common-wealth, Let the Maſter of a Family, 
the Miniſter of a Congregation, and every privy re 
manconferre what he hath hereunto ; let the lines 
of all our callings be dravinto this asto the Centre; 
then undoubtedly the labours of the Magiſtrate will 
prove cftccuall ; joyne therefore together hand 
and tongue, pray and worke, cry to himzcry for him, 
aſſiſt him in the worke to thik end. 

Thirdly, this informes a Chriſtian of himſelf 
and the Magiſtrate. 


1. Here is a glaſſe preſeated to thee wherein 
| T 2 thou 


wy | 

thou mayeſt ſee thy owne heart ; deale uprightly 
with thy ſe]f according tothis Rule; what are thy 

imcsand intentions in praying for the Aagiſtrate ? 

re they for peace ? thatis well; ' a Agiſtrate, if a 
good man may ſecanothcr good mans heart by his 
owne : hedefiresa true and laſting peace. ut? we- 
re pacificus eſt, etiam belli gerando pacificus. Aug. his 
mind is ſo bent after peace, that he fights,he warres, 
he kills and demoliſhes places with a peacefull 
minde. Pacem debet habere voluntas ,bellums neceſſitas, 
n0n pax queriturnt bellum excitetnr, ſed bellum geri- 
tur, ut pax 4cquiratur, Though the Church of God, 
the Chriſtian Maegrftrae, and Chriſtian Subjetdoes 


hate the neceſſity of Warre and prayes againſt it; 


yet warres, that ſhe might obtaine it, ſhe defires'a 
peace, which is as the warme beames of the plori- 
ous Sunne to bloſſoming truths : holineſſe can ne- 
ver ſhine without peace tochcriſhir; and I belicve, 
if the eyes of many of this Co:mmon.wealth were 
truly opened, they ſhould ſee the loſle of holineſſe 
and trurh intheſe late times of warre would exceed 
her gaines. Woarre is no friend to truth in it ſelfe, 
nor tothe powerfull and conſtant praftice of gqd- 
lynefle ; 26d every private Chriſtian may finde this 
in himſelf, if he be pofſeſt ofa divided, wracked, 
and difcontented, and troubled minde, for chat While 
hofioefſe will be chbing, himſelf abating, and flag- 
ging inthe waycs of God : nay, ordinary Diſputes 
and Diviſions if Religion ate no ſuccolrers of grace, 
but ſuckers and dryers up of it ; oh then its amiable 
peace that thou defireſt, but is it that alone 2 thou 

art 
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art weary of trouble, and the feare of warres 'per- 
plexes thee, thou longeſt for peace : peace, 0h how 
carneſtly thou lookeft for a meſlepger of peace, how 
welcome wouldeſtthou bid him to thy houfe, that 
thy burthens might be temoved, and thy mutmu- 


rings ſtilled ; that as Pſalm, 144.12, 13, 14» That our 


Sonnes might. be as plants grown, &c. this prayer 
recceds trom thy fieſhly affections, rhou mayeſt 
fee by thy purely carhafl'ens;; thou ſeckeſt'a Ma- 


 giftrite alone: for thy {tlfe to "fatiſfie: thy private 


and pcculiar intereſts, and ſo long mayeft'rhompray 
in yaine. Jam. 4.3. Teahe apd receiv? not, becauſe 
ye aske amiſſe, &c,, but wouldeſt thou have a Mazi- 


firate whoſe wings tvipht prote@ and nourifh a god- 


ly man, under whoſe GovermentthoumighteſtTead 
an holy life,as well as a peaceable ? thou wouldeſt 
have Holinefſe, Peace, Truth, quietnelſe hand in 
hand ; thou hadſt rather live under an Hezekiah 
and be belicged in Fereſalem, then (it as a Prince 
ypon one of the Throncs of Nebuchadueztar, and 
be forced to bow unto an Image, gr be hindred from 
a free ſerving of thy God, the! G:id of Heaven, Pi- 
ety is more beautifull chen. Trapquility 3 thou 
hadſt rather be a doore-keeper in the Houſe of God, then 
fit and faire deliciouſly in Princes Courts ; both 
are pretious bleſſings, but a good man cannot be ſa- 
tiſfied with peace alone: preſcot him with Richer, 
and Honour, and Peace, and an eleyen' of the choy- _ 
ſcſt and goodlieſt bleſſings rhou canſt pick forth of 

Gods Treaſury,yet if Benjamin come not, he is tull 


of ſorrow ; for the life of a good man is bound up in 
SE 4 the 


(135) 
the life of godlineſſe and holinefle : therefore he 
dares not pray for peace alone: for had he his out- 
ward peace complea:ed, he could not be at peace, 
while he ſces wickedneſſe on high, and iniquiry a- 
bounding, and ſinne in preheminence, and eminent 
places z he cannot be at peace while ungodlineſſe 
and unholyneſlc is at peace and reconciled to Autha- 
rity ; his peace is a broken. peace, his life a dyin 
life. Thenpeace indeed is ſweet if not imbittere 
through ungodlineſſe; an unholy peace is ill, and 
therefore he defires a quiet & holy life,a power pro- 
teing perſons and goods, a power adyanceing ho- 
lineſſe and truth: ſuch a Magiſtrate he prayes for, 
he prayes that every Magiſtrate might be ſuch; 
Heb.12..14.Follow after peace end holſyneſs,c+4c. and he 
would not have theſerwo ſeparated, which God 
hath joynedrogethcr.  ProteQioa from open ene- 
mies, and Seditious riſings:cncouragements to Pie- 
ty a:d holy practices: deliverances from afperfion 
and cruclty ; the leaſt of the bleſſings is the laſt, 
yet a very precious and an acceptable mercy : If 
peace, if holinefſe; yet if we could not enjoy our 
owne,we were ſtill unhappy, : ifa peaceable, if ſeem. 
ingly an holy Magiſtrate, yet ifnot honeſt. he would 
be a burthen to us ; though if we were really aſſured 
of the two firſt, the laſt would undoubtedly follow : 
honeſty being the lcaſt part of a Chriſtian, the 
ſtreame of his holy heart, and that wherein a Hypo- 
crite and ignorant-perſon might equall him , yet 
ſure it is, a Magiſtrate tharſetsa ſure guird over his 
<ubjects for a quiet and holy life, will judge righte- 
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ouſly ; and though _— be a common vercue, 
yet its the deſire and endeavour of the Chriſtian 
SubjeR, being the outward illuſtrating 'forme and 
creditto holinefle and truths profe flion, and gives a 
ſweet reliſhto, and is the happy folemnizuivn of 
outward peace. Examine theretore the true frame 
of thy ſpitic, and thy earneſt defires, when thou pray - 
eſt for the Magrſtrate, is it really for the happy uni- 
ting of theſe three, Peace, Godlyneſs, and Honeſty ? 
doſt thou ſet thy cyc upon that promiſe made to the 
Church, and puc it into petitions, Pſalm. 85. 10 
Mercy and Truth are met together, &c.it this be thy 
temper,its according to the Apoſtles rule. | 

2. This preſents unto us the neceſlicy of Aſagi+ 
ftrates,in what need the Servants of God,the C 1urch 
of God ſtand of them, (ince by the Apoſtles order 
and command they muſt be ſo ſeriouſly, and earnelt- 
ly prayed for, for had not. the Servants of Chriſt: 
Ge to- defend them, they above all others ſho.ld 
havethe leaſt quierneſſe, or honeſt dealing : could: 
northey ſuck the milke of righteouſnefſe and peace 
out of the breſts of Megiſtrates; the breſts of Aum- 
wonand all the world beſides would yeild them no- 
thing but poiſon. Nay amongft themſelves, their 
peace would ſoure into confuſtons, Tru:h would be 
laid under Errors, Profaneneſle out-juſtling holy- 
neſſe, Ordinances made common and defiled, in- 
ſtead of Honeſty, injurious and uncivill dealings, had 
we not Magiftrates many times to ſtep in to heale 
Church-breachesas well as the Common-weilths. 


What great-painces that good Emperor Conftantine 
| r0eke. 


(236) 
tooke for the peace of the Church, and removing 
differences occaſioned by ſome erroneous perſons ; 
he writes letters frequently.to ſeverall men of abili- 
ty,androthcir Counſells; he fights wich his Armies 
2g4inſt their Adverfaries, he comes in his own perſon 
tothe generall Aſſemblies, 8 there woes & befeech- 
esthem to peace, asSit he had as particular a charge 
aSany of them z he was a true Narciyg Father, fed 
them with rich favours, and huhed:the wranglings 
of godly men, he gave them the brefts of che world, 
Riches, Honour, Wealth, and Peace to ſuch to live 
on, nay asif that was.not deare.cnough; he gives his 
blood forthem, and ihdures thoſe miferies to con- 
ferre onthem/and preſerve with them the contrary 


bleiings. And not onely in this reſpe@ have the 


people of God a Magiſtrate, but in other reſpeas to 
regulate their converſations ; they have corruptions 
as well as others, which may breake out into as no- 
toriousacts as in the wicked: ſomtimes they may 
fall out about the world,eftates, 8c. & fall into great 
ciyiltdifferences many times; theſe need-not onely 
a brother tomoetion, but a Magrffrate to command 
peace,and abſolutely todeterminethe caſesamong 
them, whence elſe are thoſe exhortations, 1 Theſ. 
4. 6. That no man goe beyrnd, &c. a caution, r Per, 
4. 15. But let noneof you, ec. that a check, Jam. 4: 1. 
From whence come warres aud fightin, &c. a good 
man hath the ſame roote-fin, and the ſame temprati- 
ons, tl;atſame tinder, and the ſame preſented to it 
as ungodly men have, thatthey may happen to fall 
into the ſame evill and condemnation with others ; 

there. 
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therefore Gods people had need to pray for good. 


and wiſe Maziſtrates, that may play the part of a 
Skilfull Phifitianto know how to ſearchand judge of 
the ſinnes of Perſons, in the nature of them, and 


| how to apply his remedie, and in what degree and 


meaſure.» What a ſad time was it in 1/rae!, when, 
they wanted a Prophet inthe Church, a Judge and 
Governour in the Common-wealth ; Brave times 
migttfome unbounded Spirits ſay, but ſee 7ude. 17. 
6. In thoſe dayes there was xo King in Iſrael, &c. 
( Thatis, no Government,for as yet they never h:d 


_ any King iotheir moſt happy and flourthing eſtace ) 


but every map did that, which was good, crc. Whata 
{ed Nation ſhould we have, if every man mighrdce 
ſo, ifevery party unjuſtly head themſelycs, and c- 
very perſon follow his own.way, every man be his 
own Judge, Law-maker, Executicner, Councellor, 
and Interpreter. Finde mea Nation without men 
of licentious ſpirits, and irrcgulay principles and 
could you finde a Common-wealth of Saints, yet e- 
ven then there might be need ofa Magutrate : both 
for the Political! order and beauty ofthe Comman- 
wealth, and for the prevention of cvills that may a- 
riſe, and the preſervation of ſuch happineſſes which 
may be loſt ; it being no leſſe difficult and khanou- 
rabletopreſerve,then to acquire ſuch bleſſings. As 
he muſt caſt out, ſo he mult keepe out that evill- 
doer, and there is required no lefle wiſdome and 
watchfulneſſe in a MagiFrate to make and main- 
taine a fence {o ſtrong as to keep out (ſuch perſons, 


that may inſnare theſe happy Priviledges, as to cx= 
| tirpate 
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tirpate and ſuppreſſe them being rooted amongſt 
þis z No marvill the Apoſtle requires us to pray 
for them in all manner of prayers, which they them - 
ſelves ſtands in ſuch great need of;the more thou ob- 
ſerveſt the Common-wealth,and the more thov tn- 
quireſt out the reaſons hereof, the more wilt thou 
be convinced of the neceſſity of this Duty. 


» —_ 
= - — 
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CHAP. XII. 


Ow touching the Hagiſtrate himſelfe ; all 
N lies not on the Sabie himlclfe : when Ser- 

vants, and Children, and Wivesare exhorted 
to love, reverence. obedience, &c- Ir intimates a 
Relative duty owing from the Milter, the Father, 
the Husband ; as it is in all relations, there are mu- 
tuall conditions that both of them are bound unto. 
Onely in general!, let the Magiſfrate make this ule 
of this Chriſtian praRice, Its a proper Duty of a 
Subject to pray for his Magiſtrate. 

1. Here you have the Eſſay and Character of a 
true Subject, ſee his Diſpoſition, his Aﬀection, his 
heart raken out of him and laid before thee - mans 
Janguzges one to another are no certaine diſcoveries 
of their minde, bur their prayers, which they dare 
not counterfeite when they goe to their God and 
Father, who is the ſearcher and trier of the heart 
and reines. Nay they not onely ſometimes pray 
for the Magiſtrate, but they make it their bufineſſe, 
this is a chiefe thing that in the firſt of all things 

| they 
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they muſt place, even the happy Government of 
the Maziſtrate, and that they might enjoy a true 
Subjects life : as God hath commitred them to thy 
hands, ſo they comtnit thee and' thy Government 
into Gods hand , whatthowlabourelt for, they eru- 
ly pray for, that the Lord would enable thee -with 
ſuch Graces and Gifts, to guide thee by his Sp ric, 
and ſo guide himſelf roo, that thou mayeſt rule and 
governin Pcace, Holineſlſe, and Honeſty, ſee here 
his heart running in unto thee, his affections making 
haſt to meete, his endeavours (triving to anſwer the 
ſumme of a good Magiſtrates delire, and to delight 
him in his own happineſſe ; If thou beeſt a M 421- 
ſtrate and affected with men of other tempers, thou 
art no lover of thy ſelfe or the Commonewealth : 
if thou ſeeſt men otherwiſe diſpoſed, be affhred 
that they are not true Subjects according ta Got. 
| pellinterpretation z or if any of Gods people faite 
herein: blame not the ttuth and the way they pro- 
fcſle, they have been inſtrucedin other Principles, 
better Rules are laid before them to walke by, 

Thenthe Magiſtrate ought not to account him 
as the onely faithfull Subje&, that is a ſolicitons in- 
former, fills his cares with groundlefſe complaints, 
that ſtraines, ſqeezcs, and forcesthe ations of men 
to ſpeaksin ſuch a Diale ; that as he hates them 
that aregood, ſo he wou!d ſet at difference the Mag/- 
ſtrate md them that are good z ſure it is ( how cha» 
ritably ſoever ſuch as are in Authority, and judge of 
them, and how(ocver they may uſe them as profi- 


table to themſelves, ( unleſſe in apparenr caſes of 
V 3 neceſ» 
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neceſſity, peace it ſelte being concerned in; it ) yet 
they are according to the firſt qualification of the 
Apoſtle, the worſt Subjects a Magiffrate can have, 
bringing much diſhonour on him that hearkens to 
them, Foras the Propherdiſcribes them, 1ſz. 29. 
20, 21. They watch for iniquity that make 4 may of- 
fend, ec. Theſe men cannot live but inthe flame of 
revenge, and the fire of enyy, they delight in the 
 diſguietation and ruine of others, and therefore [a- 
bour by ſuggeſted lies, and wire-drawn Truths to 
perplex the minde,xo wrack and torture the Name 
'and Eſtate of the true Subje&, that truly deſires to 
' lead a peaceable and quier life ; yet queſtionleſſe 
the eminency of their affection, and the exadtneſſe 

of their ſubjection appcares onely in this. 
Againethis informes, that a wicked perſon can- 
not bea true Subje& ; the contentious man being 
an enemie to Peace, diſquiers. the inhocent Mcm. 
bers of Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo theungodly man is inward- 
ly an hater of the happineſle of the godly,and would 
be ready to entertaine, and violently to proſecute 
motives that might beget the diſquietnellc of the 
Righteous; and if he ſhould follow the Principles. 
of his owne heart, he can neither rule as a good 
Magiſirate, norobey as a good Subject; how can 
he pray for the Magiſtrate, that never prayed for 
himſelfe: his prayers as well as his perſon bring 
anabomination; The prayers of the Righteous a-. 
vaile much: In truth the wicked man is ſubje to 
none but the Divell and his owne vile affeQions, 
either eanhe be; while an evill Spirit rules in 
4 him 
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him as in all Children of diſobedience, He onely 
loves a Magiſtrate like himſelf, and dcliehts to 
make him like himſelte, Hof. 7.5,6, 7. In the day 
of our King, &c. delightsto ice him live like him- 
lelfe, Rom. 1. ult. But heare how they will ſound 
forth the commendations of a Miniſter of Juſtice, 
that will countenance or connive at their wick- 
ednefle : andits eaſily knowne in a County what 
a Magiſtrate is, by the perſons that weare his Li. 
very, and the Herauld of his Name ; for ſuch as 
the Subjccts are, ſuch is the Magiſtrate by whom 
they live - eſpecially he is ſuch in his Admirers and 
Agents. We reade that this Title is given to the A«- 
Liftrate, who is laid to be nw populi, the Shep. 
heard of his people, but ſureiris: the ungodly per- 
ſons are the {cab of his Flock, and a curſe of: his 
Goverment ; the ungodly.perſonis the Tinder, the 
Comentious perſon is the Fire, while theſe two re- 
ceive coultenance from the Magiſtrate, the beſt of 
the Subjects ſhall enjoy little peace. 

2. This may ſerve to gm eye, and direct 
the heart of a good Magiltrate,where he ought to 
place it ; it may teach him, what value and eſteeme 
he ought to place onthe righteous man, conſidering 
what fruits he propcrly beares , ſo long 35 watered 
by the DoQrine of the Apoſtles, viz. Peace, Godl:- 
wee, Howeftic. If thou beeſt a gracious Ruler, and 
defireſt ſo ro governe the people, thou wilt delight 
in, and receive to thy ſelfe ſuch as meet thee in the 
ends of thy Government, Cornelins was a good 
man, and loved men like himſelfe, as good thovgh 
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not as great as himſelfe ; ſuch ſhall be neereſt his 
perſon, and things of truſt committed to them, 
Adt.1o.7,8. He _ two of his houſthold ſervants, 
and 4 devout ec. )In thoſe dayes it was a dangerous 
thing to be a Patron of the Apoſtles, or any Mini- 
ſters of Cirriſt; if it had beenc knowne but to their 
Heatheniſh Emperour, or any of their Deputies, he 
bad loſt hisplace of Command,if not his Life : yet 
with this buſineſſe ( he had ſach good ſervants of 
ſuch fidelitie) he durſt intruſt them. Therefore ſaith 
the wiſcſt ot Magiſtrates, Prov. 16. 13. Righteores 
lips &c. ſuch is the nature of him, and then he di- 
rectly moves towards the divine ends of his Office, 
Rom .13.3. for Rulers are not &c. Mark the reſolves 
and practiſes of that good and upright King, P/al. 
I01. 2. I will behave my ſclfe wiſely in aperfef way : 
Whar 1s that way ? See one ſtep he ſtruck therein, 
verſe. 6. Mine eyes ſhall be upon 8c, They ought to 
have a good man in high eſtzeme for his workes 
ſake ;\and above all, forthe inward frame of him. ' 
ſelfe, which is compounde( of Peace, Holineſſe,and 
Righteou:neſſe, You may behold him keeping juſt 
Lawes before they-be, and helping the Rulertorhat 
Peace and Righteouſneſle in his way, that a Ruler 
cannot helpe himſelfe unto, by reaſon of the defect - 
of his Law : a true Chriſtian makes it his buſineſſe 
privately and publiquely to pray and at for this : 
No ſooner are good Lawes made, but he rejoyces 
in them, livcs more ſecurely from evill men, but no 
more ſecurely in himſelfe, having the ſame ſtanding 
Law in h's Conſcience, nay, being a living Law 
to himlelfe, Kino 
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King James uſed to ſay of a good Juſtice,rhat he 
was his beſt ſubje&, and none deſerved better of 
him ; and ſure the Countrey may ſay as much of 
him, as a Magiſtrate amongſt them : But what will 
Magiſtrates ſay, when they ſee Chriſtians walking 
like ſo many Jaſtices, keeping Court in their owne 
Conſciences 3 and were there no Liw, durſt not 
offend, nor breake the pzace of common ſocietie 2 
Sure ſuch are to be had in honour,that are ſo readie 
to every good worke. I know, that there are many 
in authoritie at this preſent, to whom good men are 
deare to them as the apple of their eyc; yet againe 
I knowthem to be but men, and may receive accu- 
ſitionsprivatcly ſuggeſted (having many comming 
to their cares) and ſuch being received, and the 
minde poſſeſſed of them, its an hard thing tounſertle 
them, and remove them from the affeRion ; anger 
inyeterated curnes to malice,and that to worſe; and 
ſome Rulers are too apt many times to ſpend their 
judgements, according to a ſudden apprehenſion, or 
preſent information. A Rnler ought to be very care- 
full herein, againſt whomſoever he receives any 
thing, or ſpeakes, eſpecially of agood man, whoſe 
heart is or ſhall be thus diſpoſed preſently to Peace, 
Holineſle, and Honeſtie inallthings; and in ſome 
particulars that obliquely ſeemes to oppoſe ſome of 
theſe, gives him leave ſoberly & ſolidly to come up 
unto them : in the meanetimc, let him not loſethat 
eſtceme and good affection, that is due from thee 
to him ; which another day thou ſhalt be forced to 
acknowledpe. - 
3. Ia 
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3. This ſhowes in what a perillous eſtate the 
Magiſtrate ſtands : his foote isſe+ upona Hill, which 
if exher to wet or to dry may prove ill for him : he 
therefore hath not onely need of his own prayers 
and watchings, but of others, of all good Subjeas 
underthem, of whole Congregations, Miniſters, and 
People : that their prayers aſcend with the greateſt 
ftrength and force to the Throne of Grace : God 
requires us thus to aQ andintercedeto himlelfe for 
them: the great danger they are in, appearesby the 
the neceſliry of their & our prayers, and the great 
care that God takes of them, who can thus bleſle 
and proſper from himſclte, yetaot withoutmeanes, 
this muſt not be forgotten above allthings, this doe 
firſt of all : and this muſt be conſtantly at all times 
being a generall direion, firſt of all; ſlight not 
this, God himſelfe hath putup a Bill into thy hands 
every timethou goeſt into the Pulpit, Pray for all 
that are in Authority ; and good reaſon, their temp- 
tationsareſo many and ſo great, Satan waiting on 
Miniſters, and Magiſtrates at all times, to be a ly- 
ing Word inthe mouth of the Propher, and a falſe 
ſentence inthe mouth of the Ruler: for if they erre, 
many ecrre with them, and in their ruines many 
periſh, Moreover they doe Judge and ſpeake ſor 
the Lord, andas inhis ſtead and place, and thence 
doe their ſjnnes much refle&t upon the Lords and 
they doe judge the Lords people, and his Inheri- 
tance, which ought tenderly to be reſpeRed : there 
be many extraordinary and occafionall employ- 
ments, thatthey need conſtantly to ſtand underthe 
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droppings of the Olive zree, and we alwayes to be 
putting up our ſupplications for them, for ſupply- 
inginfluences-of Courage, Integrity, clearnefſe of 
Judgement and Wiſdome, | 

And here _ taught them, that as the care 
ofthe people lies on them, ſo good people beares 
much care for them: they are affraid leaſt they 
ſhould lipor faileinthe difcharge of their places, 
ifthey doe, they mournoverthem, they ſeek tore- 
ſtorethem, being very ſenſible of their conditions, 
knowing what loſſe the people of God may fuffer 
by them, And if ſuch be the charge of others for 
them, how great need havethey in humility, godly. 
remperance, and vigilancy to be overſecrs of them. 
ſelves, and frequently to examine their owne hearts 
and wayes, and f31l fully to attend the Lord in pray- 
er, and all other meanes for ſtrength and di- 
 rection. | | 


——— ——_ 


CHAP. XIII. 


Erem by- way of reflection, the Magi/irate 

'may take a view of his own duty to the Sub. 

- * jet; what the SubjeQis bound to ſeek forof 
God, what they are bound in duty to endeavour to 
performe to him, for the S»bjec# prayes that he 
he might lead a quiet, godly, and honeſt life under 
him, and to enable the Aagiſtrare ſoto rule and go* 
verne, that his: Government may conduce hereunto, 
which ought to be his ſtudy : ſhould he not mw 
X or 
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for him, andthiscalls upon me to handle the other | 
part, the Rulers duty, and how juſt the expetati- ; 
ons of the SwhjeiF are trom him for their bleſſings : 
bur1 muſt leavethis for another opportunity, which 
L hope God may caſt into my lap, onely in preſcnt | 
receive theſe briefe Obſervations. 

1, Let the Magiſtrate endeavour a confluence of | 
theſethree, Peace, Holineſſe, and Honeſty - Ict him | 
not ſatiſtic himſelfe as a Politicall perſon, with 
Peace and Honeſty, bur if it pleaſe God to bleſle 
him with them, ſtrive by ,way of gratitude to re- 
turne the other tor.thy ſelfe upon the Swubjed# ; you 

ve a dutious intereſt in them all, though ſome- 

hat different, yec ſogreate as to promote the re- 
moteſt from your power, Truth-and Holineſſe, you | 
ſee how the Lord is pleaſed to joyne them in pro- 
mile, Fer. 33. 6. Behold, 1 will grve untothem health, 
&c. What we have laid up in promiſe, we. owight 
toſtrivecach of us inour calling ( which may con- 
ferre ſomething to it) to draw that forth , thoſe 
that eſtabliſh a laſting Peace, muſt build it upon 
theſe two Columnes, without which it will incvi- 
tably ruinc, and thoſe will be ruined that lie under 
it; lerit otherwiſe be laid upon the ſtrongeſt Baſis 
of Policy. I neverread otherwiſe in the Hiſtory 
of any Church, cither 7ewiſh or Chrifiiau,but where 
eicher of them two pcriſhed: either the jGovern- 
ment it ſelfe, or at leaſt the Magiſtrate periſhed. 
When God would in a Viſion repreſent to Neb«- 
£4dnezuar ( and therein to every Maegiftrate ) his 
charge, beadumbrates himby a Tree, it was. » G 
clfe 
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ſclfe great and ſtrong, though made ſoby the. hand 
of God, that for Bcaſts it might be both for. food 
and ſhadow, and for Fowle to build their neſts in 
the ſpacious and loving armes of it; Theinterpre- 
tation is cleare, 39g 21! 

2. That the Corruption of a Magiſtrate, or his 
Tyranny (as ſome rerme ir) conſiſts as much in 
the no-execution of his power, as in the licentious 
cxcecdings of the bounds of his juſt power; Its 
an hard thing to keepe in meaſue, though-he muſt 
exceedingly endeayour it, that he. neither two 
much flacken, nor too much ftreighten his golden 
Reines ; For beſides his own finne, and danger 
herein, its too ſubje to the unadviſed Subje, to 
murmure without juſt occaſion. Sloath and baſe- 
neſle of ſpiricis as much deteſtable,as ridgidneſs,and 
pride : there is partiality in both. Looſe not what 
youcan doe, where it is good or ſafe ; overaQt nat 
what you may doe, though to your owne '/profir ; 
yet there is lefſe darger in the cxceſle then in the 
defeR, though this be much tobe lamented, other 


- as muchto be hated. For an oppreſſive Tyrant is 


more tolerable for good men, and more wholeſome 
to a Common-wealth, then a Partial], Idle, Feare- 
full, or unwiſe Magiſtrate, that will not, or cannot 
uſe that Authority committed to him : for at ſuch 
times we have multitudes of Tyrants, and concludes 
with deſtruction tothe whole oftentimes. 

3. Adsof policy ſhould nor ſuſpend Ads made, 
or delay AQts to be made for Picty and Honeſty : 
Lay firſttheſc as the toundations of Peace, and _ 

"M6 im- 
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himſelfe will build a glorious Structure for us; 
build Gods Houſe, and God will build our houſes. 
We ſee in that Text that the Church in the firſt 
place would pray for Magiſtrates, fo Magiſtrates 
inthe firſt place would a& torcthem. The Philoſa- 

pher, that had mote reaſon then Faith, could ſay, 
Ariſt. Pol. 7+ gr + oe? 21/e abce, Chictely, or firſt, our care 
Col. Ly ſhould beabout Divine things ; and ſure it isthe beſt 
Lypſ. ib.4.c.2. policy, for as a wiſe man ſaid, Jam vero publice, qui 
Pig:17% ſalviſfinus, niſi ills ſaliva ? Religio & timor Dei ſ0- 
lus eſt, qui cuſtodit hominum inter ſe ſocietatens. Now 

who may be ſafe ina Common-wealth, unleſſe Re- 

ligion be ſafe 2 for its Religion and the feare of 


od alone, that keepes the ſociety of men among 


themſelves. 

Let Gods way goe firſt,and it will enlighten, and 
it will guard our wayes;.if we walke uprightly,even 
our enemies ſhall be at peace with us. Burt if we lay 

Pour owne counſels deepe,and lay afide (though for a 

while) the way of God, our owne counſels will de- 
troy us, or God will deſtroy them , and make us 
know, that it is the ſafeſt and beſt policie, to gaine 
him, and keepe him on-our ſides, and in ſuch caſes 
it will prove the moſt ſucceſſefull , at the leaſt the 
moſt comfortable, to denie our carnall reafonings 
herein: Let us conſult our counſels with our owne 
hearts, 

Its bad to ſay with the worldling, Twill but pro- 
vide ſo many Portions,and obtaine ſuch a proportion 
of Land, then I will reſt, and ſerve the Lord; let us 
not. firſt {ceke our ſelves,then the Lord : its no part 

of 
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of true Faith,to trie what the Lord will 'doe firſt for. 


' us, before we doe any thing forhims and its- no- \ 


wiſedome, to truſt our heartstill then : for they nor 
onely coole inthe meane time, but are ſubject ro {c-: 
verall mutations, from temprattons ariſing out of the 
alterations of our conditions. Ina word, while the 
Magiſtrate makes fences for his owne Governmear,. 


let him make ſome for Chriſts,and let nothisChurch- 


lye ſo open, his Lawes ſo looſe, and readie for ſpoile- 
and defilement ; leaſt God pull downe the hedge of 
the Magiſtrates territories, and rayſc up another Ma-- 
giftrate,that will take care of his owne, 

4. The Common-wealths peace cannot be firme, 
without the Churches peace;ifthe Chwch betoſled- 


upon the waves, the Common-wealth cannot be in: 


a.calme : but whenſhe rides under a full ſayle,and all: 
her men aQting in their ſeverall offices and places, its: 
a fighe that then the Civill Government is well; and: 
ſettled,or will:be ſo. How-ever, no permanencieto' 
Peace, while there is no aſſured and. reall eſtabliſh- 
ment of Religion. Saith Jehu'; What peace, while 
the whoredomes of 'thy Mother Jezebel are ſo great 
While Iſrael ungratcfully.negleRed the Houſe of 
God, after her deliverance , God had other ſecret: 
judgements to cat out her comforts, and ro makeher. 
libertic more miſerable then her captivitic. 

Now there is a Negative Peace, when the Magi- 
ſtrate, as a third man, interpoſes himſelfe betwixe 
Jangling parties, and by his power abates differen. 
ces ; this is well, but this willnot long continue : the 
ſeveritie of aJudge may make the high- way ſo plain 
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and peacefull , that a rich man with his wand may 
walke in the duske of the evening , but till thoſe 
mens ſpirits be made honeſt,there will be ſuch to in. 
rcrrupt it againe. Now there is an Affirmative, 


where thereare holy and ſure grounds for reconcili-' 


ation and unitie layd for the Church to walke by, its 
probable then to be One indeed, and a reall Peace 
_ Quibua ſpiritus nnus eſt, unus ſit &f animus 
& ſenſus, Cypr. in Orat.Dom, in whom there may be 


pirit, one minde, one meaning: ſurely, to have 
one way in generall to walke by, 1s the next way to 


- reduce menuntoit. A great Polititian was in judge- 


menr, that it behoved a Common-wealth to have 
but one-Church in it, which1s directly conductiveto: 
ciyill Peace, Wee all:defire 10 fee this liberall and 
beautifull Queene, Peace, to be Regent amongſt us, 
and ta command us to beat out our Drum-heads,and 
beat ow Swordsrinto Pl 6s. But doeſtchou 
defire this for thy ſelfe 2 ſo-ddes many! forthe pub. 


lique 2 that's more noble : for God ? that's Chriſti. 


an; Thou askef\irz aske.it for Gods fake z notonel 
as the efficient cauſe and. ground in himſelfe of 


ſowing it on us, but as the finall cauſe, on which 


chou 0 en bp ſal j S hat 0 
Pray for t ace of Jeruſaiem, they: 0ſper 
that = it, val ook waSthe chicfc Cent ole, 
of juſtice ; Jeruſalem was. the. chicte place of wor. 
ſlup, and type of the;Church of God, ' pray forthe 
peace of b#th; pray out of worldly and ardentaffeRi- 
on,from a fincere and entire heart, defiring: to fee 
Sion in her beautie, and theſe teares of divifion, of 
loſle, 


- 
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loſſe, of feare, of bloud, to be wiped off; ſure fuch 
prayers are full, and will be moſt like to ſpeed : but 
alas! what love men beare to Sion, their faint and 
very wiſhes for peace doe too much teſtific! How- 
ſoever pray for it , thy prayers may counter-worke 
others endeavours. Therefore we pray for Magi- 
ſtrates,as our dutie,being ſubje&s, as Rulers over us, 
and Nurſes of Sion ; both Magiſtrates & people pray 
for Sion, becauſe they all are, or ought to be her 
ſabjes , and to lay all they have at her feet, to 
ſerve her: And let them know, that ſuch as out of 
pure affection pray for her , ſha/ proſper. Here. is 
the encouragement of all, they ſhall proſper, 8&c. 
Men may pray for peace, and not love the peace 
of $0n, nay be inward enemies unto it, therefore 
they proſper not, Men never ſawiin the Promiſe 
the exccllency of Sox, what isforetold of it, there- 
fore neither pray for, nor love it , theſe proſper 
not likewiſe. Butif the private man would proſper 
inthe Shop, the Field , the Family : ifthe Mini- 
ter wo.:1d proſper in his Calling among his people, 
or the AM +2:ſtrate in the adminiſtration of his Go- 
vernme"t : ler them love t'ie peace of 7ernſalem, 
let thar love breake into the Aame of deſires, and 

ray forit, And ler the God of peace, for Chriſt 

is Sons ſake the King of Peace, and head of his 
Church, ſend down his Spirit to guide the hearts 
of all his p-opl: inthe way of Peace, that ſo his Je- 
ruſalem |:ere below may be reſtored ro her glory, 
that is now introuble, _{mex. 
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